
JOSEPH: INTEGRITY IN ADVERSITY Gen 45.1-15; 50.19-21       MBC 19 May 20 

SP: To show how in spite of personal adversity, Joseph lived a life of integrity and fulfilled 

God’s Purpose for the Israelites in the great plan of Salvation. 

Hello again! Praise God we are in Level 2 and God willing MBC 

can resume her Sun services soon. Please read the preaching 

passage in Gen 45.1-15 before you read or listen to the 

sermon. 

 

*** Do you have family photos? As you go through different 

phases of your family’s history, you see different 

backgrounds – at home, school, birthday party - but the 

family members usually remain the same, although of course 

the number may increase, and each one looks progressively 

older. 

 

Imagine Joseph and his family posing for a picture at Gen 37 

in Canaan when he was 17 yo, then again in Gen 50 in Egypt 

over twenty years later. Same people, but different places. 

They are 20 years older and so much has happened in 

between. 

 

Let me go through Joseph’s life briefly and then draw some 

lessons out. 

 

I  PIT ch 37 

 
1 How did Joseph get into a pit? 

a) 37.2 “young man of 17..” an immature teenager who 

brought a bad report about his brothers: he told on them as 

brothers do. 



 

b) God gave Joseph 2 consecutive dreams, which were 

interpreted by his family as signs of superiority over them. 

Two dreams in a row meant their prophecies were sure to 

happen. This caused hatred and jealousy among his brothers.  

- To make things worse, his father Israel/Jacob showed 

favouritism and made a beautiful robe for him. 

- So the seeds were sown for long-term discord. 

 
2 When Joseph went to visit his brothers as they tended 

the flocks, they decided to kill him & throw him into a pit. But 

later they sold him to some merchants who took him to Egypt. 

They betrayed him for 20 shekels  of silver, because they 

hated him. Not only did they betray Joseph, they lied to 

their father and caused him much grief. 

 

II POTIPHAR’S HOUSE 

1 Joseph was sold to Potiphar, Pharoah’s captain of the 

guard 39.1. But God blessed Potiphar’s house and property 

through Joseph who was “put in charge of his house and 

property” 39.5. 

 

2 Unfortunately Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce the 

handsome Joseph. Joseph’s integrity is clearly seen when he 

refuses her advances citing the trust his master (her 

husband) had in him. Neither can he “do such a wicked thing 

and sin against God” 39.9 

 

Joseph’s lack of interest did not stop her from trying day 

after day to make advances in the most shameless way.  

Remember that Genesis was written around 15th C BC! 



Reading about this episode makes us realise that women could 

be just as prone to immorality as men, no matter what age or 

culture they are in!  

 

3 On one occasion she found him in an unguarded moment 

and tried to seduce him, but Joseph fled leaving his cloak in 

her hand. For this offence, Joseph was put in prison by his 

master. 

 

III PRISON 

1 But even in prison, God was with Joseph and gave him 

success and again he was appointed to be supervisor there. 

It happened that 2 other officials were also in prison: the 

chief baker and the chief cupbearer 40.2. Both had dreams; 

Joseph interpreted their dreams correctly - the baker was 

hanged, but the cupbearer resumed his duties. 

 

2 Later when Pharoah had dreams, the cupbearer 

remembered Joseph’s special ability who was summoned to 

interpret Pharoah’s dreams. He even suggested a solution for 

the impending famine the dream foretold. Pharoah was so 

impressed, he appointed Joseph to govern Egypt through the 

years of famine. 

 

This led to Joseph being promoted to Pharoah’s palace. 

 

IV PALACE 41.39-57 

 



 

 

1 Joseph was 30 yo when he entered Pharoah’s service as 

the second most powerful man in Egypt. Pharoah even gave 

him a wife and they had 2 children whom he named Manasseh 

(meaning “God has made me forget my troubles”) and Ephraim 

(“God has made me fruitful in my suffering”) 41.51. 

 

2 In the first 7 years, Joseph collected and stored up 

massive amounts of food in preparation for the 7 years of 

coming famine. So the Egyptians had sufficient grain even as 

other Middle Eastern nations struggled. Ironically, Joseph’s 

father in Canaan, heard there was grain in Egypt and sent his 

sons (yes Joseph’s brothers minus Benjamin) to buy grain. 

 

3 When they arrived, Joseph aka “the Governor” -

recognized his brothers and interrogated them 42.7. Of 

course they did not recognize them because they thought he 

was dead. Again we see Joseph’s integrity: he did not take 

revenge even though he had the power to do so. He retained 

Simeon, and sent the rest to bring Benjamin back to prove 

their story was true. 

 

4 Returning to Canaan, the brothers reported to Joseph 

who refused to send Benjamin for fear of losing another son. 

But eventually the famine forced his hand, so he sent them 

back to Egypt with Benjamin a second time, laden with gifts 

for the Governor. When they arrive Joseph treated them 

well, but wept in secret as he recalled his betrayal and 

suffering.  

 

5 Finally Joseph revealed himself to his siblings who were 

of course, terrified of what he might do in revenge. 

 

V PARDON & PEACE (not a literal place,  



but a spiritual/emotional resolution).  

Ch 45 is a poignant, gut-wrenching scene where grace and 

faith overshadow 20 years of personal hurt and adversity. 

Joseph’s words are remarkable because i) he saw God as the 

prime mover of his changing circumstances, and ii) because of 

the absence of bitterness. 

 

1 “Do not be distressed/angry for selling me here” 45.5. 

Their betrayal was the human reason for Joseph’s trials, but 

in reality, there was a greater reason at work. With the eyes 

of faith, he could see God’s hand: 

 

 GOD sent me ahead of you 45.5 

 God made me father to Pharoah 

 God made me ruler of all Egypt. He did so 

 - to save lives 5 

 - to preserve a remnant 7 

 - to save your lives by a great deliverance 7b 

 

 - so hurry back & bring my father back quickly 13,  

 

2 Ch 45.15 he kissed all his brothers and wept over them! 

Which is not what they deserved – but this is grace and 

mercy at work. 

 

3 Finally, Jacob came to Egypt, 70 people in all 46.27, 

reunited with his beloved son Joseph, whom he thought was 

dead, but now alive and well, and who would look after all of 

them.  Together the whole family, now united and reconciled 

were able to enjoy the land, and more importantly set the 

scene for the next stage of God’s redemption plan – the 

Exodus and entry into the Promised Land. 

 

WHAT CAN WE LEARN?: 



1 Notice the similarities betw Joseph 

and our Lord Jesus: 

- Joseph said striking things which 

indicated God was at work; Jesus 

impressed the rabbis when he spoke to them in the temple 

when he was left behind by his parents in Jerusalem. 

- Joseph and Jesus were both 30 years old when they began 

public service 

- Both were tempted but did not sin 

- Both spoke wisely; used their gifts and opportunities to 

bless others  

- Both were unjustly treated and wrongly punished 

- Both were separated from their loving Fathers, and 

reunited after they were killed/thought to be killed 

- Both spoke of forgiveness, and sharing a better place 

together in the future. 

 

Joseph is clearly a type/model of the Lord Jesus. Because 

both were faithful to God, each played their part in future 

blessings for many. 

 

2 Differenciate between things we CAN/CAN’T control  

Do we see ourselves as victims, or victors in spite of 

adversity? 

 

A Some things NOT in Joseph’s control: 

i)  His father’s act of favouritism 

ii)  His brothers’ hostility to his dreams and selling him 

iii)  Mrs Potiphar’s false charges resulting in his imprisonment 

iv)  Being forgotten by chief cupbearer  

v)  Timing of Pharoah’s dreams 

vi) His promotion to be Egypt’s #2 at age 30 and the 

opportunity to manage the national crisis. 

vii) His brothers’ re-appearance after 20 years. 

 



B But the things that WERE in his control he did well: 

i)  He plodded on inspite of fears/uncertainties. The passage 

doesn’t say much about his emotional state, but the fact that 

he marched on with a positive spirit is clear and admirable. 

 

ii)  He didn’t rant and rave against his brothers who betrayed 

him 

 

iii)  He worked hard as a slave in Potiphar’s house and God 

prospered him and soon he was put in charge of the whole 

house 

 

iv)  He refused the sexual advances of Mrs Potiphar and then 

ran from her. Imprisoned unjustly, he again excelled in his 

responsibilities as God gave success where he was placed. 

 

v)  Even in prison, Joseph used his gift to interpret the 

dreams of the baker/cupbearer. Later he interpreted 

Pharoah’s dreams as well, giving credit to God both times. 

 

vi)  He did not take revenge when his brothers came to Egypt 

for grain 20 years later, but instead showed forgiveness and 

mercy. 

 

During lockdown or adverse times, there are things we cannot 

control, but whatever IS within our control, God wants us to 

respond with faith, integrity, purity and grace. 

 
Prayer: 

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I can’t change, 

Courage to change the things I can,  

And wisdom to know the difference.” 

 

3 Only later we may be able to see the value of adversity. 



It was 20 years on 50.20, that Joseph 

was able to look back and say “God 

allowed my adversity for a higher good!” 

But while going through that adversity, 

he acted with absolute integrity.  

 

When you go thru dark times, don’t go dark on your spiritual 

life. Hold on to God and the basic spiritual disciplines. Put 

Him at the centre, journey with Him daily in Word and 

prayer. Care for others and share the Gospel with those you 

can influence in your network. Watch and work through the 

circumstances, confident of God’s sovereign control even if 

you don’t understand everything. Be patient, resilient and 

obedient. God will use you for His purposes. Whether He 

reveals his reasons or not is immaterial; our part is to trust 

Him. 

 

*** Corrie Ten Boom was a great servant of God. She was in a 

German POW camp and subjected to terrible experiences. 

After the war she used a wonderful illustration to express 

the truth that our perspective is not the same as God’s. She 

showed a piece of cloth which had lots of thread going 

everywhere, different colours and lengths, with no clear 

pattern. 

 



 
 

Then she would turn it over and there on the topside, was a 

magnificent crown, beautifully woven in intricate design and 

colour! Then she would say, “Only Heaven will reveal the top 

side of God’s tapestry.” 

 

SUMMARY 

In all circumstances, live with integrity as a faithful and 

fruitful follower of Jesus. 

 

CONCLUSION 

*** According to Newshub in April during lockdown, one NZ 

business leader said, “Take me out of God’s waiting room, and 

put me back to work, for God’s sake. I’m sick and tired of 

hearing the Govt and others say what I can’t do.” 

 
Interesting statement: I don’t know where this man is 

spiritually, but if you believe that you are in God’s waiting 

room, then shouldn’t you trust God and not rant?  

 



Integrity is a non-negotiable, even if it means a long wait in 

God’s waiting room.  

 Jesus and Joseph both endured long, painful periods in 

their God-appointed “waiting rooms.”  May we like Joseph and 

Jesus, also hold onto faith and integrity when we endure 

adversity. Amen. 
 

As God has spoken to you, please bring your prayers to Him. 


