
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Heb 10:11-25 As The Day Approaches      MBC 24 May 2020 

SP: To teach that Jesus is our Saviour whose “once for all, for all time” sacrifice is the KEY TRUTH or 

REALITY which BINDS us together, not race, culture, social status or class. This is our greatest motivation to 

minister to each other till He returns. 

Hi there everyone! I hope you are all well in the Lord and looking 

forward to worshiping together again soon. If you haven’t already done 

so, please read Heb 10.11-25. If you like you can also follow the notes 

which contain some pictures as well. 

 
Have you heard the expression “turning the diamond”? A jeweller turns 

a diamond to examine its facets or faces.  He also checks the diamond’s 

carats, colour, clarity and cut in order to assess its value. 

 

Howard Peskett in my SU notes says “Reading the book of Hebrews is 

like ‘turning the diamond’ of Jesus Christ to enjoy his excellencies. 

Hebrews ch 1-9 tell us about “the supremacy of Jesus Christ over the 

OT prophets, angels, Moses, David, Melchizedek, Abraham, Aaron and 

every other priest. He offers us a better hope, a better covenant, 

based on better promises: he is a better priest who through his unique, 

unrepeatable self-sacrifice, has achieved for us a once for all eternal 

redemption.”  

 

The writer’s purpose was to remind Jewish believers not to fall away 

from Jesus, nor to fall back into Judaism with its focus on law and 

sacrifices. He used many word-pictures which would be familiar to 

them. He also gave practical instructions to keep each other strong.  

 

Let us begin by looking at 

  

I THE SUPERIORITY OF JESUS SACRIFICE 11-18  

Notice the various mentions of the word “day”. 

 

1 The days of repeated religious duties 11 



 

 - day after day 

 - again and again he offers the same sacrifices 11 

 - those priests had to STAND to perform those duties, whereas 

when “this priest” ie Jesus Christ had offered for all time one 

sacrifice for sins, he SAT down, meaning his work was finished, unlike 

those earthly priests whose work was never finished. 

 - furthermore, he sat down AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD 12 

meaning after His Resurrection He ascended into heaven and 

metaphorically “sat at the Father’s right hand” – the position of favour 

and authority, marking the completion of God’s work of salvation. 

 

Last Thursday was in fact Ascension Thursday & next week we look 

forward to Pentecost Sunday. 

 

2 Compare with The Day of Jesus’ Crucifixion 12: This priest 

offered for all time, one Sacrifice for sins. 

 V 10 we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of 

Jesus Christ, once for all.  

 

This sacrifice was different from the OT sacrifices in 2 ways: 

 

i) Jesus’ sacrifice was in the form of a body prepared by the Father 6 

(quoted from Ps 40). It wasn’t an animal brought from the herd, or 

bought from the market. 

 

ii) His sacrifice of offering himself was pleasing to the Father in 

that it was in accordance with His will – v 7 I have come to do your will, 

O God. 



iii) Therefore v 9b Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross superceded and 

replaced the Jewish sacrificial system because the latter was not 

meant to be permanent.  Jesus’ sacrifice on the other hand, was 

sufficient for all time and for all people, everywhere. This was the new 

covenant. 

 

3 The Day approaching 25 

Much as we appreciate the day when NZ returns to normal life, there is 

another day which is far more important which we must keep our eyes 

on - THE DAY of Jesus’ Return. 

 

I Thess 5.2: the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night 

(unexpectedly). 

 

I Thess 5.4  [Believers] are not in darkness so that this day should 

surprise you like a thief.. you are sons of the light.. so let us be alert 

and self-controlled. 

 

Jesus will come at an unexpected moment when other folk don’t expect 

it, but we believers shouldn’t be surprised because we have been 

warned! Therefore we have no excuse NOT to be ready. 

 

*** A preacher once said there are only 2 days which are critical for 

every person: Today, and That Day. 

 

Heb 3.7 (Ps 95) “Today if you hear his voice, do not harden your 

hearts” – trust in Jesus, and make yourself useful for him so that when 

THAT day comes, you have nothing to regret nor be ashamed of. 

 

4 The Trinity is involved in our salvation 15-18 

V 5-7 quoting Ps 40:  

 

i) God the Father sending the Son to earth in a human body v 5 

(Incarnation) 

ii) God the Son coming to do the Father’s will (Cross) 



iii) V 15-17: God the Holy Spirit also testified about this superior 

sacrifice: quoting Jer 31.31-34: the new covenant would now be internal 

– on hearts, rather than externally carved on tablets of stone.  

 

Further, V 17 Forgiveness would be permanent: “their sins and lawless 

acts, I will remember no more.” If God forgave and did not remember, 

sacrifices would be obsolete.  
 

Wesley: “My chains fell off, my heart was free; I rose, went forth and 

followed Thee.” Only Jesus can forgive us AND cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience 22. 

 

Sacrificial system Old Covenant: Temporary/Obsolete but  

Sacrificed Son of New Covenant: Permanent/Complete (no upgrades 

needed!)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

[Once for all Act to the Ongoing Actions] 

 

II THE RESPONSIBILITY OF JESUS’ FOLLOWERS 19-25  

 

The Jewish temple contained many courts through which one could not 

enter on pain of death. The message was “Keep your distance or else!” 

But the new covenant is the opposite. Here are 5 things believers could 

do: 

 

 



1 Let us draw near to God Heb 10.22 

 - sincere heart (no hypocrisy/pretence) 

 - full assurance (no doubts) 

 - hearts cleansed (total freedom fr guilt based on Christ’s once-

for-all sacrifice) 

 - bodies washed (for purification) eg Ex 40.32 Moses, Aaron 

washed with water before entering the Tabernacle 

 

2 Hold unswervingly to the hope 

 Unswervingly means without doubt or hesitation. Some Jewish 

believers were in danger of falling away or turning back to Judaism 

which still awaited the Messiah. Hebrews says, “No! hold on to the 

Hope of Jesus’ Return!” 

 Heb 6.19 Hope is an anchor for the soul, firm and secure it enters 

the inner sanctuary behind the curtain where Jesus has entered on our 

behalf.  

 This anchor does not go DOWN into the sea like a normal anchor, 

but instead goes UP into the heavenlies where Jesus has gone on our 

behalf, where it is moored to God himself! 

   

 Five key days in Jesus’ life, 4 of which have already passed: birth, 

death, resurrection, ascension. What is the last one we are looking for? 

His Return.  

 

3 Consider how we may spur one another 

i) Consider: spurring requires thoughtfulness because “different 

folks need different strokes”. 

 

ii) Spur one another: ESV stir (Gk provoke). Some may need a gentle 

word, others may need a hard shove! But both show that we care. 

 

John Piper (Bethlehem Bapt Ch, US) Goal #5 “God ordains that all 

Christians be in a church fellowship where they care for each other. 

In other words, God means that the care that flows from him 

through his Son, should come to the church not only through elders 



and families, but also through the members of the church to each 

other.”  

…Don’t be a loner in the Christian life. God did not make you to be 

that way. Join a small group or create one. I mean this for the 

teenagers and older people, for singles and married, for men and 

women, for babes in Christ and the most mature.” 

 

When we come back to possibly a “new normal” some may be in need of 

spurring because lockdown may have adversely affected our walk with 

God. Some may have grown lazy, some may have unknowingly become 

over-dependent on Sunday services to the neglect of personal 

communion with God so that when the services stopped, they had no 

spiritual feeding. Some may have been starved of social interaction 

which we previously enjoyed at small groups or Sunday services. Others 

may have picked up bad habits, or unhelpful practices, maybe even 

depressed due to isolation. Do you know someone who needs help? Go 

and do some spurring. 

 

4 Not give up meeting together 

Apparently some believers were already slipping away and in danger of 

even giving up the faith. Are there some in your midst? 

 

 
5 Encourage one another  

Heb 3.12f See to it brothers, that none of you has a sinful, 

unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage 

one another daily so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s 

deceitfulness. 

 



Notice: “One another”: both directions because we all need 

encouragement. 

 

When we encourage one another, it is like an antidote which fights off 

sin and its deceitfulness. 
 

THREE PRACTICAL POINTS: 

1 For your HEAD (to think about): UNITED IN CHRIST.  

Next time you see each other on Sundays or Home group meetings, 

remember you are united because of what Christ has done for you, not 

because of race, culture, language or tradition.  

 
*** Have you heard of May-pole dancing? It is a May day tradition in 

European countries to celebrate spring. The ribbons are like the tree’s 

branches.  

There are 2 groups of people in this picture. Some are standing on the 

fringe, others in the circle are holding ribbons connected to the top of 

the pole. Christians are connected like the maypole dancers only when 

we hold onto Christ, when we call Him our Saviour. He is the One who 

unites and empowers us to serve Him. God’s “Right-Hand Man” holds us 

together! Thank God for your brothers and sisters in Christ! 

 

2 HEART (feelings): GIVE THANKS for the new covenant in Christ. 

Are you grateful for the amazing once-for-all, for-all-time sacrifice 

Jesus made for you? And that we no longer need to offer sacrifices 

again and again to be right with God? That God has put His laws IN our 

hearts and minds by the Spirit? That when we confess our sins, He 

forgives and no longer remembers them? 

 And what will you feel, on that Day when Jesus returns? Are you 

ready and will you rejoice to see your Saviour? 



 

*** A rural housewife who lived a generation ago, wrote these lines 

about Jesus’ Return amid her daily grind: 

Sometimes, when everything goes wrong; 

When days are short and nights are long, 

When wash day brings so dull a sky, 

That not a single thing will dry. 

And when the kitchen chimney smokes, 

And when there's none so "old" as folks; 

When friends deplore my faded youth, 

And when the baby cuts a tooth; 

While John, the baby last but one, 

Clings round my skirts till day is done; 

And fat, good-natured Jane is glum  

And butcher's man forgets to come. 

Sometimes I say, on days like these 

I get a sudden gleam of bliss. 

Not on some sunny day of ease - 

HE'LL COME...but on a day like this.  

 

In other words, Jesus could come on a very ordinary day. Don’t be 

caught by surprise! 

 

3 HANDS (Action): How have I been encouraged? Who can I 

spur/encourage to live more faithfully as the DAY approaches? 

 

*** I remember as a teenager, after God had called me into fulltime 

ministry, one of my church elders Dave Dawson greatly encouraged me.  



Busy as he was as the National Director of the Navigators, he made 

time for me more than once. When we met he drilled Eph 4.11, 12 into 

my brain. Knowing God was calling me to be a pastor, he wanted to 

emphasize that my task was to equip the saints for ministry, not to do 

all the ministry myself. And he kept reminding me of that passage 

whenever we met. This has remained with me all my life. 

 

Who can I encourage? My wife and I each have our circle of contacts 

both here and in Singapore. So even during lockdown, we could keep in 

touch with them & encourage them via social media. 

 

*** When we returned to AKL in December, we caught up with a 

neighbour whose father had passed on recently. Sensing his loss we 

kept in touch with him even though he moved away. We prayed for him 

and with him, and let him know we were thinking of him during these 

transitions. 

 

Encourage ONE ANOTHER – it should be part of our DNA. Don’t just 

look at those who seem “weak” in your eyes. Even those who look 

“strong” need encouragement. 

 

***SONG by Twila Paris: The Warrior is a Child 
Lately I've been winning battles left and right 
But even winners can get wounded in the fight 
People say that I'm amazing, strong beyond my years 
But they don't see inside of me, I'm hiding all the tears. 
 
They don't know that I go running home when I fall down 
They don't know - Who picks me up when no one is around 
I drop my sword and cry for just a while 
'Cause deep inside this armour, the warrior is a child. 

 

Who around you needs encouragement? They may look like they have it 

all together, but maybe its just skin deep. Look for wounded warriors, 

and minister to them. 

 

SUMMARY 



Be grateful that our unity as believers stems from our relationship 

with Jesus, whose “once for all, for all time” sacrifice brought 

forgiveness and confidence. Spur and encourage one another more and 

more as the Day approaches. 

 

CONCLUSION:  

The word "maranatha" was used as a greeting in the early church. It 

means: "Our Lord comes." When believers parted, they didn't say "See 

you soon" or "goodbye" but "Maranatha! Our Lord comes!"  What a 

wonderful way to encourage each other! 

 

Wouldn’t it be good that we constantly remind each other that Jesus is 

coming! And that in turn would keep us confident in Him, and 

consistently encouraging one another. Amen. 
 

[Please spend some time now in silent prayer.] 


