
1 

 

Sunday  7 June,  2020.  Milford Baptist 

   God offers hope 

 

For a number of years we would go to a particular church  

when we were on holiday. 

 

At this church there were two women who would prophecy. 

 

One was a lovely, enthusiastic, friendly lady with a high voice. 

Her prophecies were always positive. 

 “The Lord says,  I love you to bits. 

  You’re my special children and I love your enthusiasm, 

   Be encouraged to keep on loving me as I love you.” 

 

The other lady was a rather stern looking women 

 And she had a rather deep voice. 

 

Her prophecies were always negative 

 “The Lord says, Get off your backside and do something 

  Or I will spew you out of my mouth.” 

 

Couldn’t help thinking that personality was coming through. 

 The good news prophet and the bad news prophet 

 

But that is actually like the Old Testament Prophets. 

 

They were bad news / good news  people. 

 

Today we are going to hear the bad news / good news   

from Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, 

 with, as we move into communion, 

  a focus on the ‘good news’ bit 

 

In the Jewish tradition the Prophets were regarded as four books. 
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Each of the three we are looking at today had a book to themselves, 

  And the others  

– those that are called the ‘minor prophets’ 

 Were all lumped into the fourth book. 

 

The minor prophets are not like a minor accident 

 One that is not nearly as bad as a major one. 

 

Or minor surgery, 

 Compared to major surgery. 

  One serious, and the other not so. 

 

When you do a university degree  you major in one or two subjects 

 And you have other ‘minors’. 

- Less important than the main area of study. 

 

Unlike all these examples the minor prophets are not less important, 

 Not less serious than the major prophets. 

 

The difference is simply this – the minor prophets are shorter. 

 Just as significant, just as important, 

  With a message just as relevant, 

   But not as ‘wordy’. 

 

And the role all of the prophets  

Major and minor, 

was to be  

these bad news/good news people.   

 

Calling the people back to the covenant -   

announcing curses and judgement for disloyalty,  

 

But also announcing blessing for loyalty, 

 And proclaiming God’s faithfulness to his side of the covenant 

 

So lets hear first of all some bad news from Isaiah. 

 This is from chapter 59 
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Listen! The LORD’s arm is not too weak to save you, 

    nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call. 
2 It’s your sins that have cut you off from God. 

    Because of your sins, he has turned away 

    and will not listen anymore. 
3 Your hands are the hands of murderers, 

    and your fingers are filthy with sin. 

Your lips are full of lies, 

    and your mouth spews corruption. 

4 No one cares about being fair and honest. 

    The people’s lawsuits are based on lies. 

They conceive evil deeds 

    and then give birth to sin. 

 

They think only about sinning. 

    Misery and destruction always follow them. 
8 They don’t know where to find peace 

    or what it means to be just and good. 

They have mapped out crooked roads, 

    and no one who follows them knows a moment’s peace. 

That states humankind’s basic problem pretty simply. 

 “your sins have cut you off from God.   

Because of your sin he has turned away  

and will not listen anymore.” 

 

It isn’t just humankind’s problem 

 It’s yours and my problem. 

 

When someone does something against you 

- Something to hurt you - 

You usually don’t just overlook it  

and let your relationship remain unchanged. 

 

You are pushed away from that person. 

 Even with a spouse or a child or a parent 
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When they sin against you it puts a barrier between you 

  Until such time as you have resolved the issue  

and apology and forgiveness have happened. 

 

If that is true of us, it is even more true of God. 

 

For a start, God is totally perfect – completely holy  

so our sin is offensive to Him beyond our understanding. 

 

Secondly, God has never done anything 

 to remotely deserve our rejection; 

 and so his response to our sin is sorrow beyond measure. 

 

But here is the good news. 

 Hear these words from Isaiah  

 

These are found later in the same chapter. 

 
 

“The Redeemer will come to Jerusalem 

    to buy back those in Israel 

who have turned from their sins,”[b] 

    says the LORD. 
21 “And this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD. 

 “My Spirit will not leave them, 

 and neither will these words I have given you.  

They will be on your lips and on the lips of your children 

and your children’s children forever.  

I, the LORD, have spoken! 

 

Friends that is the Good news 

 That is the gospel. 

 

A redeemer has come to Jerusalem  

 His name is Jesus. 

 

And he has bought back those who have turned from their sins. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+59&version=NLT#fen-NLT-18797b
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This morning we have broken bread- 

 We have the fruit of the grape 

   poured. 

  

The body of Christ broken for us 

 The body whipped, speared, nailed to a cross. 

 

The blood of Christ poured out for us 

 Pouring  

from the wounds across his hack from the whipping; 

 From the wounds in his head from the crown of thorns; 

From the wounds in his wrists and ankles from the cruel nails; 

 From the gaping wound in his side from the spear. 

 

That is the price that was paid to buy us back. 

 

We were already his, created in his image. 

 

We were the ones who caused the separation 

 But Jesus bought us back. 

 

Nicola reminds me of the need  

not to get bought and brought mixed up 

  But in this context it doesn’t matter. 

 

He bought us back with payment of his life. 

 

He brought us back into the presence of the Father 

 By his death the separation is removed. 

  And His Spirit will never leave us. 

 

That is the good news of Isaiah 

 A redeemer will come to Jerusalem and buy back ..... 

 

Note this:  buy back those who have turned from their sins 

 

There is a condition 
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 It is, using the old fashioned word, repentance. 

 

God’s acceptance of us is not unconditional. 

 It is dependent on our repentance. 

 

The good news is that it is not repentance plus: 

 It is not turn away, start the journey in the new direction 

  And after you have understood enough, 

   Or behave well enough, 

    Or are spiritual enough, 

  Then God will accept us. 

 

No – it is not repentance plus. 

 

It is repentance – full stop. 

 

Don’t say ‘sorry’ and not really mean it. 

 Don’t go through some sort of formula or ritual 

that doesn’t touch the heart. 
 

But repent – genuinely turn from your sin 

 And acceptance is yours. 
 

Praise God – the redeemer has come to Jerusalem  

and bought us back! 

 

Now lets hear the bad news/good news from Jeremiah. 

First, the bad news – this is Jeremiah 17 

 

This is what the LORD says: 

“Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans, 

    who rely on human strength 

    and turn their hearts away from the LORD. 
6 They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, 

    with no hope for the future. 

They will live in the barren wilderness, 

    in an uninhabited salty land. 
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The bad news is that most people today put their trust in humans. 

 

It is often themselves.  

That is the teaching of the New Age movement: 

Go deep enough into your own being  

and you will find the answer to all  your problems. 

 

For others it is a particular political system. 

 If only we could get it right in Parliament  

– then all would be well! 

 

For others – it is a person. 

 Think about this  -   if you put your trust in your spouse 

  In the sense that you depend on them  

for your security and love,  

then you put big pressure on them,  

and you will inevitably be disappointed.   

But if you put your trust in God to provide your deepest needs, 

 It takes a load off their shoulders,’ 

  And God will never let you down. 
 

The story is told of the man  

who went into the toy department of a large department store  

to buy an educational toy for one of his grandchildren.  

 

The clerk was recommending a particular toy,  

and the man asked, 

 "Are you certain that this is an educational toy?"  

 

"Oh, yes," replied the clerk,  

"this toy prepares the child for life in the world.  

You see, it's a puzzle,  

and no matter how the child puts it together, it doesn't work." 
 

In the end, that’s a picture of life  

when we put our trust in human beings. 

 There is not a lot of hope. 

 



8 

 

In the four verses  which precede our text,  

Jeremiah describes the self-help attempts of the people of Judah.  

 

They had sought meaning in the accumulation of personal wealth  

and in the pursuit of a lifestyle of accumulation.  

Does that seem familiar? 

 

We need to remember that Jesus  

pronounced similar blessings and curses.  

He said: But woe to you who are rich,  

for you have received your consolation.  

 

Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.  

Woe to you who are laughing now,  

for you will mourn and weep (Luke 6:24-25).  

 

Someone has said – and this rings true. 

 

“That's it, folks. If you believe that it doesn't get any better than this,  

 you will be right.  

It won't; and that will be your reward! 

 

 If you think this is the good life,  

then it will be the best you will know.  

 

For this is what you have now – 

- and what is ahead will be a hunger for truth  

and a thirst for meaning, and you will not find it.  

 

Life for a lot of people is not necessarily unhappy or miserable, 

 But it is often shallow and without a lot of meaning. 

 

And when difficulties arise 

 When things are not going well, 

  When there is sickness, disease, redundancy or rejection 

 That is when there is nothing to give strength and sustenance. 
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But immediately after this ‘curse’ from Jeremiah is his blessing. 

 
7 “But blessed are those who trust in the LORD 

    and have made the LORD their hope and confidence. 
8 They are like trees planted along a riverbank, 

    with roots that reach deep into the water. 

Such trees are not bothered by the heat 

    or worried by long months of drought. 

Their leaves stay green, 

    and they never stop producing fruit. 

 

When you are driving south from Auckland to Wellington 

 You drive along the Desert Road. 

 

Compared to overseas localities it isn’t much of a desert 

 But it is still brown and dry 

  And the only plants that grow  

are not particularly attractive -  brown flax. 

 

The you start down into the Manawatu 

toward Wanganui and Palmerston North 

 The grass is green, there are trees and rivers 

  And I know which one suggests ‘life’ 

 

That is the picture of a life based on trust in the Lord 

 He is our hope and confidence 

 

Now note that this image of the faithful as a well-watered tree  

does not suggest that trust in God means a privileged life  

free from trial.  

 

The heat and the drought still come,  

but the tree is not anxious, its leaves stay green,  

and it still bears fruit.  

 

If you want to know that whatever comes  

you can face it with trust and confidence,  
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then you need to put your trust in God. 

 

The gospel is good news 

 Good news of strength for living, 

  Good news of peace –  

forgiveness for the sins of the past and the gift of a clear conscience. 

 

 Good news of joy – 

 when we remember what God has given us in Jesus,  

then there is reason for singing, reason for dancing,  

reason for celebration. 

 

 Good news of hope. 

  Nothing can happen to us in the future which can separate 

us from the love of God, and His presence in our life. 

 

And one of the great promises of the prophets  

is the final coming of the Kingdom,  

when there will be a new heaven and a new earth, 

 so wonderful, Isaiah says, 

that no-one will even think about the old ones anymore. 

And the sound of weeping and crying will be heard no more. 

 

Finally, and briefly, lets hear the bad news/good news of Ezekiel. 

 

Then this message came to me from the Lord:  

24 “Son of man, the scattered remnants of Judah  

living among the ruined cities keep saying,  

‘Abraham was only one man,  

yet he gained possession of the entire land.  

We are many; surely the land has been given to us as a possession.’  

 

25 So tell these people, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says:  

You eat meat with blood in it, you worship idols,[a]  

and you murder the innocent. 

 Do you really think the land should be yours?  

26 Murderers! Idolaters! Adulterers! Should the land belong to you?’ 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+33%3A23-26&version=NLT;CEB#fen-NLT-21282a
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If you worship the wrong god 

If you worship at the altar of consumerism, or materialism  

 If you are careless about the priority of genuine worship, 

  if you don’t care for the poor 

 then don’t expect the peace and joy and hope of the gospel 

to be your experience   

 -  do you really think you should have it? 

 

But hear the good news of Ezekiel 

 
22 “Therefore, give the people of Israel  

this message from the Sovereign LORD:  

I am bringing you back, but not because you deserve it.  

I am doing it to protect my holy name,  

on which you brought shame  

while you were scattered among the nations.  

 
24 For I will gather you up from all the nations  

and bring you home again to your land. 
 

25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean.  

 Your filth will be washed away,  

and you will no longer worship idols.  

 
26 And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. 

 I will take out your stony, stubborn heart  

and give you a tender, responsive heart.[a] 27  

And I will put my Spirit in you so that you  

will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations. 

 

There you have it, friends. 

 Cleansing from sin, 

  But more than that: 

 A new heart – a tender and responsive heart. 

 

But more than that: 

 A new spirit in us – the Holy Spirit  

who can enable us to live the life that God wants us to live. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+36%3A22-27&version=NLT#fen-NLT-21362a
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Ezekiel teases this out in his next chapter  

where he paints a word picture of old dry bones 

 being breathed into by God and coming to life. 

 

That is what the Holy Spirit does. 

 He breathes new life into us,  

  And the difference can be as great as the difference 

between dry bones and fully breathing and living bodies. 

 

That is brilliant news, friends, Ezekiels good news. 

 

Am I open to the work of the Spirit giving me vigorous new life? 

 Are you open to the work of the Spirit giving you new life? 

 

Will you be baptised by the Spirit – overwhelmed by Him  

- So you can live the life Jesus calls you to live, 

So you can serve in the way Jesus calls you to serve. 

So you can bring freedom and life to others,  

because you are empowered by the Spirit of God. 

 

As we come to communion let’s hear the good news again  

 

 

“The Redeemer will come to Jerusalem 

    to buy back those in Israel 

who have turned from their sins,”[b] 

 
7 “But blessed are those who trust in the LORD 

    and have made the LORD their hope and confidence. 
8 They are like trees planted along a riverbank, 

    with roots that reach deep into the water. 

  …… and they never stop producing fruit. 

 

I am bringing you back, but not because you deserve it.  
 

25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean.  

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+59&version=NLT#fen-NLT-18797b
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26 And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. 

 I will take out your stony, stubborn heart  

and give you a tender, responsive heart.[a] 27  

And I will put my Spirit in you. 

 

This is the new covenant established  

by the death and resurrection of Jesus.   

 

He has bought and brought us back,  

He has forgiven our sin and washed us clean.  

 He has given us a new heart, and given us His spirit. 

 

This is the new covenant we celebrate  

as we share communion this morning. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+36%3A22-27&version=NLT#fen-NLT-21362a

