
‘EVERYDAY WISDOM’ – PROVERBS -  ARE YOU SMART OR WISE? 

Today’s introductory message asks the question ‘ Are you smart or wise? 

Are any of these topics real for you? - Peer pressure, consequences, guidance, promiscuity 

and immorality, keeping your word, how you speak, how you use money, debts, loans and 

banking, laziness, temptation, good judgement, employment, scammers and rip offs, 

generosity, discipline, accrual of wealth, criticism, anger and resentment, temper and 

control, future planning, investment portfolio, common sense, alcohol, leadership and 

management, hospitality and entertaining, courtroom protocol, friendship and relationships 

and where true success lies, and lastly what kind of a woman makes a great wife.... all those 

topics are found in this amazing book entitled Proverbs! 

Over the coming 6 weeks Im going to try and reduce a lot of it down to just five 

topics….running up to Christmas in a series called ‘Everyday Wisdom’. Its called that because 

Gods word is to be lived and practiced – its wisdom for everyday life. There is something 

here for you whatever your age or life experience. 

It might surprise you that Proverbs are not peculiar to Judaism or Christianity for that 

matter....many other ancient traditions and literatures have proverbs, Egyptian, Greek, 

Chinese, Russian have also short ‘pithy sayings’ of wisdom. In the NT the Greek word for 

parable and proverb is almost interchangeable. So Jesus parables are proverbs or messages 

in a story with a hidden truth. 

Illus: ENCYCLOPEDIAS Do you remember them?  - The Rolls Royce of encyclopaedias were in 

my day called World Books!  - Tugging on the hearts strings of wanting to give your children 

every opportunity to learn we finally gave in to bought World Books....I think all 30 

something volumes of them. And there they proudly sat waiting to knowledge to be sucked 

from their pages. And wait they did because shortly after that along came Mr www...and Mr 

Google. Suddenly a whole new realm of knowledge opened up which was at our fingertips. 

Not only did the pace of knowledge increase exponentially but access to it also did as well.  

Smart People or Wise People 

And what we learned very quickly was that knowledge in itself does not solve the worlds 

problems....something else was out of kilter. 

So why didn’t the onrush of knowledge result in a new and better world? 

And sadly the answer is inside each of you! That you can be smart but not wise!  There are 

many smart people who make unwise and poor choices in their lives. In fact sometimes the 

smartest people – seem to be worst at making good choices! 

 

What is a wise person?  What is wisdom? 

When I typed into google images and looked there up came a random bunch of photos 

including – Nelson Mandela, Mahout Ghandi, Albert Einstein, The Dalai Lama, Abraham 



Lincoln, Steve Jobs and even Mr Bean! – clearly no one person can epitomise wisdom…. So 

lets have some interaction together from you…what is wisdom?  

 -a wise person puts into practice what they know. 

- if being smart is having knowledge, knowing stuff what is being wise? 

 -Google tell us that knowledge is doubling every 18 months 

 -you don’t need to know stuff today, you just need to know where to go  

-Information that fills our head is very different to wisdom that guides our lives.  

 

Finish the sentence for me....A wise person ..... – answers with few words – doesn’t repeat 

mistakes – knows how to use their knowledge. 

Definition of Wisdom : Wisdom is right knowledge that is applied to our lives. 

 

We like to be around wise people Because we gain the experience without the mistakes.  

Wouldn’t it be great if someone canned wisdom and hung around you and told you what to 

do? Wouldn’t it be good if someone just wrote down a whole lot of wisdom in one place 

and you could go and download it and save yourself a lot of heartache? 

Smart is taking sunscreen with you to beach….wisdom is putting it on! 

Smart is getting the instruction manual – wisdom is opening it and reading it 

Learning is NOT getting more knowledge it is applying what you already know.  

 

Mark Twain’s famous quote: comes in well here.... 

“It aint those parts of the Bible that I can’t understand that bother me, it’s the parts that I do 

understand!”  We don’t need to know more we need to apply what we already know.  

Wisdom is right knowledge applied to our lives. 

 

Proverbs speaks to your ‘now life’.... 

I recently heard this week of a rehabilitation ministry run by a church for men with 

addictions who use this book of Proverbs in a very powerful way. Every day after a meal the 

men gather in a circle and after opening prayers they each read one verse of a chapter of 

Proverbs then around the circle they go the next man will read one verse until the chapter 

for the day is done...out loud. And it is amazing how the verse for that day read by that man 

at that moment impacts their lives. Simple and powerful, even transforming… because it 

speaks to the now of your life….. You see you might have read through Proverbs once five or 

even ten times before but you are not the person now that you were then when you last 

read them.  

 

Bookmark Challenge - Thats why I have given you each a bookmark and a challenge to read 

one chapter of proverbs everyday for the next month....read it prayerfully and ask God to 

speak to your life this amazing gathering of wisdom. And more than that, come here to 

church and write up on our ‘Wisdom Wall’ what you sensed God saying to you over this next 

month....write it up so we can all share. 



 

Proverbs 1: v1-7 

Tells us the purpose of the book of Proverbs – v3…to teach people to live disciplined 

successful lives. 

At your funeral people will speak not about what you owned, but how you LIVED...Proverbs 

helps you get on the right track...and once on it to keep you on it. You might be SMART – 

You can know what is right...but still not do it.   

But to be WISE – is to do it  - to apply that knowledge to your life..... 

Illustration: speed limit on the roads 

 

Are Proverbs true 100% of the time?….no they are not, they are short truisms that are 

generally true. They are not to be confused with Bible promises which are 100% true.  

Eg..Proverb which is GENERALLY TRUE - Train up a child in the way they should go and they 

will not depart from it 

Eg…Promise which is ALWAYS TRUE “If you believe in your heart Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God and God raised him from the dead you will be saved! (100% true) 

 

‘Life is like a box of chocolates’ – Says the movie…. Forrest Gump 

You never know what you going to get…. Yes you do if you read the box cover!….what you 

get in life results not just all from random chance it is also the results of your choices...so 

says Proverbs. 

This book is your life!  Almost anything you name is in these 31 chapters! 

V7 Tells us the reason why many people who are smart mess up their lives. Yes they have 

knowledge, its not hard to get knowledge...but what they lack is the INSIGHT to fear 

God....for that v7 says is the foundation of true wisdom /knowledge...and the DISCIPLINE to 

apply what they know is right in their daily choices. 

 

What is wisdom again?  Right knowledge applied to our lives! 

We are going to go on a Proverbial Journey for next 6 weeks…..!! 

We finish today reading from ‘The Message’ version of the Bible…. 

These are the wise sayings of Solomon, David’s son, Israel’s king—Written down so we’ll 

know how to live well and right, to understand what life means and where it’s going; A 

manual for living, for learning what’s right and just and fair; To teach the inexperienced the 

ropes and give our young people a grasp on reality. There’s something here also for 

seasoned men and women, still a thing or two for the experienced to learn— Fresh wisdom 

to probe and penetrate, the rhymes and reasons of wise men and women. 

Start with God—the first step in learning is bowing down to God; only fools thumb their 

noses at such wisdom and learning. ‘Message’  Proverbs 1:1-7  

 


