
Everyday Wisdom  Part 3 – ‘Wet Paint!   Proverbs 5 and 7 

 

I’ve entitled today’s message ‘Wet Paint’ – all around us everyday there are 

warning signs … don’t walk – etc… but what is it about wet paint or 

concrete that we just want to go up to it and touch it….just to see if its dry!  

We don’t believe the sign – or we think that perhaps for us its OK to 

disregard it.  I’ve always had a problem with driving down one way roads 

in parking lots….somehow I often seem to get in the wrong lanes!  I did it 

again last Sunday here in Milford…. Its like the wet paint thing…. Well that 

means everybody else – but not me!  

 

And somehow this is true in bigger things in life too. We see someone 

else make a very silly life choice, we even think that wont happen to 

me…we seem to have to try it out ourselves, their experience isn’t enough 

to protect us….and we say to our kids – don’t do that!  And we are surprised 

when our kids say to us….Look thanks for the advice but I have to find out 

for myself.  

Proverbs is full of ‘wet paint warnings’…and what it tries to tell us is – 

this is a pathway you don’t have to go down…don’t touch, don’t go near 

here…it will only lead to pain. 

 

Here are some examples of wet paint in Proverbs: 

Money and Finance – how we handle our money.   

Proverbs 13.11  reminds us ‘wealth from get rich quick schemes quickly 

disappears, wealth from hard work grows over time’. I want to speak about 

this more in a few weeks time. 

 

Alcohol Proverbs 20.1  Wine produces mockers, alcohol leads to brawls, 

those led astray by drink cannot be wise.  The recent documentary by Nigel 

Latta is a sobering watch on this topic.  He traces link between the binge 

drinking culture in NZ and its related consequences in our hospitals and 

homes. He unmarks the alcohol tax and lobbying  that takes place in our 

parliament that protects this industry.  While I believe you cannot support 

a non drinking theology from scripture – you can clearly recognize the wet 

paint signs.  There is serious danger here….caution, don’t go here. 

 



Sexuality and the thirst for Intimacy – more is written in proverbs than 

any other subject. You cannot read Proverbs without addressing this topic. 

I’ve never spoken on this topic today nor these chapters. What today’s 

message says is that wise people trust a sign which says ‘wet paint’….don’t 

touch…. Danger ahead – don’t go down this pathway. 

We have read Proverbs chapters 5 And 7…. And what is clear is that this is 

an area which causes the downfall of many. 

 

Proverbs 6.27  Can a man scoop fire into his lap and not have his clothes 

catch on fire….rhetorical question!!!! – answer is NO!   

Now I’m going to make a huge assumption – but unless you live on Mars 

or some other planet – you will have some first- hand experience of this 

truth. Not a man among us will not have had some exposure to 

pornography, or some opportunity to explore ‘wet paint’ of this kind….its 

all around us. It comes to our computers uninvited. Its all over our world 

we live in. Many of us sit here today and hearing this message will think – If 

only people knew what wet paint I’ve seen or touched – what would they 

think or say?  Because it’s a real topic no matter what your age. 

 

Why because we have an enemy and his name is Satan – and he is 

described as a roaring lion, prowling around looking for someone to 

destroy. And destroy you and me is his sole aim and purpose. And right 

through the Bible he says to people down through the ages….’that’s not 

really that bad… Gods just trying to spoil your fun, you can touch it, it wont 

really hurt you. 

 

Come with me to ‘Straight Street’ for a minute:  

Imagine yourself standing at the end of a long narrow street lined on each 

side with houses and shops…at the end of the street is heave – where your 

heading. Your travelling companion is Jesus and he walks with you down the 

street. As you go from the shops and houses either side of the street are people 

who want to distract you from your destination. They call out to you, hurling 

insults, and try to temp you to stop for a time, check out what they have. They 

want to sideline you, delay your progress, and even derail your journey if 

possible. You get so far down the street and you think your safe…but there is 

another whole way to go with even more attractions some of which look 

pretty good to your eye…. You keep going. Welcome to the real world! 



So what Proverbs does is give us ways in which we can keep going 

…and not be tripped up, sidelined, derailed or if it happens get back on that 

road and keep walking. How do we win in a world of ‘wet paint’?   Proverbs 

has some wisdom for us on this: 

 

1. Stay away from People who tempt you. 

Proverbs 5;3  Her lips are as sweet as honey… 

Proverbs 7:15 You’re the one I am looking for…she seduced him with speech 

and flattery 

There are people in your life you need to avoid…. 

Remember Joseph? When Potiphar’s wife had the hots for Joseph, he ran, 

fled and never went back….as opposed to David with Bathsheba who 

entertained her, - I wonder what Bathsheba’s doing today? And he pursued 

her, planned how to secure her. Go get her for me he commanded.   

Proverbs  5.8  “Stay away from her, don’t go near her door.” 

 

2. Stay away from Places that tempt you 

Proverbs 7.8 ‘He was crossing the street near the house…..strolling down the 

path by her house! 

Don’t wander down those pathways where your likely to find wet paint. 

Be careful when you’ve got spare time, places you know that are dangerous. 

Surely it wouldn’t hurt to just walk by! 

 

Listen to this great poem.  

I walk down a street, there is a deep hole in the sidewalk 

I fall in, I am lost…I am helpless, It isn’t my fault 

It takes forever to find a way out.  

I walk down the same street, there is a deep hole in the sidewalk 

I pretend I don’t see it, I fall in again 

I cannot believe I am in the same place, but it isn’t my fault 

It still takes me a long time to get out. 

I walk down the same street 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk, I walk around it. 

I walk down another street. 

 

Did you see the key to the whole thing was in the final line!.... 

You see it come down to just this:  



We make the choice not to touch the wet paint…. 

Not to befriend that person, not to push click on the mouse, not to make 

that connection, reply to that email, make that phone call, not to even go 

near that site….because we know the outcome and it will hurt us. 

Now I want to tell you how you can make that choice….. 

 

3. Project into your future – “Look beyond the moment”. 

Proverbs 5 - In the end she is as bitter as poison, his feet go down to death, 

Proverbs 7 - Her house is a road to the grave 

Imagine what your future looks like if you proceed with your choice. 

What does your family look like?  What do the consequences look like. 

A really good thing to ask yourself is this: 

What story do I want my life to tell? – what do I want my children and 

grandchildren to say about my life? What do you want your story to be? 

 

This is the same for men struggling with addictions…do you want this issue 

to define who you are!... Look beyond the moment…project yourself into 

the future and imagine what the consequences are of your choice your 

making. Where will this choice lead me? 

 

4. Fight back with Gods Word 

The Word of God is the sword of spirit….the shield is to defend the 

sword is used to attack…fight back. Jesus used it to defeat the allure of the 

enemy in his life – you can too.  Each time he used the Word of God – ‘it is 

written….. to fight back.  That’s why reading Proverbs is key….how are you 

going on the bookmark challenge? Are you up to it? One chapter a day….its 

not to late to catch up. Start today. 

 

5. Pray for Gods help to keep you going down ‘straight street’ 

Lords Prayer – says lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil… 

“The temptations in your life are no different than what others experience, 

and God is faithful, he will not allow temptation to be more than you can 

stand. So when you are tempted, he will show you a way out, so you can 

endure. “ 1 Corinthians 10.13  

 

Send up those arrow prayers….Lord help – and right now would be good! 

This message is not meant to condemn you….or judge you. 



Far be it from ne to do that.  We have all touched wet paint in our 

lives….to varying degrees….we know its pain.  

 

You know walking down ‘straight street’ lined with temptations each side 

Have you wondered what Jesus does when from time to time people 

go and visit the shops or houses….Have you wondered why he doesn’t 

chain you to himself…hold you back. Have you wondered why he doesn’t 

shout at you, tackle you to ground? No you cant go in there I wont let you! 

 

You think he stays in the middle of street (so to speak don’t you – you think 

he couldn’t go into those dark places) – well I’m here to tell you that he 

does not. He goes with you into your darkness, and stands there right by 

you…waiting for you….wooing you….winning you back. 

 

How do I know this? – well, he promises never to leave me or you. 

He lives in me by the Holy Spirit…I carry him in me wherever I go…. 

He doesn’t get off when I make a poor choice in my life… 

I take him with me into every situation I go good and bad!... that’s why the 

Bible says ‘Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit’ Ephesians 4:17-31 

He is more likely to asks me a question – what are you doing here? 

 

That’s why Paul writing to the believers at Corinth says – 1 Corinthians 6  

How you can join your body to a prostitute and not be one with her?....do you 

not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit…. ? 

 

We take Christ with us everywhere we go, into every situation, into 

every and says into our hearts… There is a better pathway, come back with 

me and lets get moving again. This is not the life for you.. 

 

That’s the five things Proverbs tells to do about – wet paint. 

Now today I’ve majored on sexuality but if its not sexuality, its alcohol, or 

finance, laziness, or any number of vices – and Satan is going to explore 

your weakness whatever it is….but you can win over this…and this book of 

Proverbs tells you how you can stay on straight street! 

 

What is wisdom again?  - Its right knowledge APPLIED to our lives. 

 


