
Matt 28: He Has Risen, Just As He Said.    Easter Sun 27 Mar 2005 
SP: To show how Jesus’ Rn was a fact, that the women saw/touched Him, that the guards had bn bribed 
to lie about what they had seen, & the Great Commission was given to us by the Risen Lord. 

 
Hello everyone and happy Easter! This year we celebrate Easter during an unprecedented worldwide 
pandemic. Almost all churches everywhere have cancelled services because of the risk of catching 
COVID19. But we are assured our Risen Lord is with us no matter what we face, wherever we may be. 
We can still rejoice as we focus on the life transforming message of Easter. 

 
Read Matt 28 

*** In 1963, 15 men staged a daring robbery in 
England and got away with ₤2.5 million (prob 
worth 50 million today). It was such a spectacular 
crime that the newspapers called it “The Great 
Train Robbery.”  The robbers fled throughout the 
world with the youngest one, Ronnie Biggs brought 
to justice many years later. 
Today we read about the Great TOMB Robbery in 

Mt 28. Jesus had been crucified 2 days ago, and then buried by 2 
secret disciples, Joseph and Nicodemus. The corpse of Jesus was 
placed in a new, unused tomb, but on the 3rd day it mysteriously 
disappeared - Who took it?  
Was it Jesus’ disciples? They ran in fear after Jesus’ arrest.   
Was it the Jewish leaders? They were the very ones who wanted 
Jesus dead!  
Was it the Romans? If they had, they could have just produced the 
corpse and killed the Christian movement. 
 
As we look at the passage more closely, we notice the Tomb Robber 
was not trying to escape. No, the One who freed Jesus from the 



Tomb wanted to be discovered. Who WAS the Great Tomb 
Robber? We’ll know after we check out this passage. 
 
I THE LORD RAISED 1-10 
1 Unexpected Messenger gave an Unexpected Message 2-7 
 An angel appeared, rolled back the stone which had covered 
the entrance, and sat on it like he had just shifted a piece of 
furniture!  The guards whom Pilate had stationed were petrified, as 
well as the women who had come to the tomb. 
i) He is not here announced the angel: come and see the PLACE 
where He lay inside the tomb. 
- He has risen v 6 just as He said time and again. 
 
ii) He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see him. 
 
Why Galilee? I think Jesus wanted the disciples to return to the 
place where they were first called and began ministry. “U have 
unfinished work to do!” 
 
2 Unexpected Meeting 8-10 
i) The women met the Risen Jesus 9 
 The two Mary’s heard his voice, they saw Him, they clasped 
 his feet. Clearly He was not a ghost or spirit. 
 
 From other Gospels: Jesus ate with his disciples, & they 
 examined his wounds in his hands and side. He walked 
 beside them and discussed the Scriptures (Lk 24: Emmaus 
 Road), he told them where to cast their fishing nets Jn 20 
 – just as He had done when He first called them (Lk 5).  He 
 shared breakfast with them on the beach and re-
 commissioned them (Jn 21).  
 
- No way was this a hallucination. 
 



ii) Listen to what Paul says in I Cor 15. 1-8: 4 key words – died, 
buried, raised, appeared x 4 
 
V 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 
After that he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 
at the same time, most of whom are still living though some have 
fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 
and last of all he appeared to me also…” 

During a forty day period, Scripture records that Jesus appeared 
to men and women, individuals and groups, apostles and ordinary 
believers, indoors and outdoors, in Jerusalem and Galilee, by a lake 
and on a mountain, in the morning and in the evening.  

Ac 1.3 Just before He ascended, Jesus showed himself to these 
men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. 

So Jesus was objectively encountered by many people over a period 
of many days, in many different circumstances. It’s not possible 
they were all dreaming! He really rose from the dead! 
   
II THE GUARDS BRIBED 11-15 
1 The Jewish leaders were afraid the disciples would steal 
Jesus’ corpse 27.64, so on Pilate’s orders:  
  - soldiers secured the tomb  
  - sealed the stone 66  
  - posted a guard 
Jesus’ corpse was locked down! 
 
2 But in spite of all their efforts, Jesus could not be LOCKED 
DOWN! 28.11-15 



V 12: The soldiers reported to the Jewish leaders who bribed the 
Roman soldiers. What a silly story they were told to tell!   
 “You are to say “His disciples came during the night and 
 stole him away while we were asleep.”  
 
Question: If they were asleep how would they know it was the 
disciples? And if they were awake, why didn’t they stop them from 
stealing the body? Anyone would know this was  a con! 
 
They were prepared to bribe everyone including Pilate -how 
amazing! 
 
*** Charles Colson was involved with former 
US President Nixon in the Watergate scandal 
of the 70’s and along with other crooked 
officials sent to prison.  
During his prison sentence he was converted, & 
after he was released, he started Prison 
Fellowship, a Christian ministry. Later he 
testified about how truth has a way of coming 
out. “I was surrounded by some of the most powerful men in the 
world, but we could not hold the lie. We could not hold the lie of 
our stories, not even for 3 weeks!” 
Colson and his powerful friends could not hold the lie for 3 weeks, 
and the Roman soldiers could not hold the lie even for a few days 
that they had been paid off.  
 
If the Resurrection was not true, those disciples could never have 
held out. Someone would have found the body within weeks! 
 
III THE DISCIPLES COMMISSIONED 16-20 
1 The Risen Lord delegated His Authority 18 
 During His ministry, Jesus had already demonstrated his 
authority over creation, bodies and spirits. But now he 



demonstrated his authority over death, an authority which He 
bestowed on His disciples for evangelism. 
 
2 The Risen Lord gave them a Mission 19-20a 
 The RISEN Lord Jesus commanded: Therefore GO and make 
disciples (not just converts) of all nations, baptizing, teaching them 

to obey. That’s the Plan A, and there’s no Plan 
B!  
 
Notice the word “Go” is used several times in 
this chapter. 
 
i) The angel said to the women: Go and tell 
the disciples 7 
ii) The Risen Jesus said to the women, Go 
and tell my brothers 10  

iii) The Risen Jesus tells the disciples 19: Go and make disciples 
of all nations. 
 
The central task of the Great Commission is to Make Disciples, not 
just bring folk to salvation. 
 
3 The Risen Lord Guaranteed His Presence 20b  
 I am with you always. Not just in memory, like Shakespeare is 
“with us” thru his plays, or Frank Sinatra is “with us” as we sing his 
songs. Jesus is with us because He died and rose from the dead, 
never to die again. He is with us as the Holy Spirit. 
 
- Notice how the chapter began with a tomb in Jrslm and ended 
with a command to evangelize all nations! 
- It began with sadness, but ended with joy at seeing the Risen 
Christ. 
 



What a transformation – made possible only because Jesus rose 
from the dead! 
ACTION QUESTIONS: 
1 The Lord Has Risen, just as He said. Do you believe it?  
 The women in Matt 28 saw and heard the Risen Jesus. He 
spoke to them, they clasped his feet. The 11 disciples saw the 
Risen Jesus in Galilee, yet some doubted! 

 
Perhaps some of you are thinking, if I personally saw Jesus alive 3 
days after he died, of course I’d believe! But I haven’t, so how can 
I? 
 
Sometimes it is not a matter of insufficient evidence, but 
insufficient humility to accept sufficient evidence. Some who 
personally saw the Risen Jesus doubted – while many others who 
are far removed in time and space have believed. When you think 
of it, there are many more who were not eyewitnesses, but who 
still believed – including ourselves. This is due to the Spirit’s work 
of revealing and convicting. 
 
*** Have you heard of the book “Who Moved the Stone?” written 
in 1930 by Frank Morison (pseudonym Albert Henry Ross)? 



 

Ross was a clear-minded writer who tried to debunk Jesus’ 
Resurrection because he believed “dead men simply did not rise 
again.” But examining the Gospels changed Morison. From a skeptic 
he became convinced of the Rn and at the end of his book, he was 
brought to- as he calls it, the “unexpected shores” of salvation. 
Here is an example of one who did not see the Risen Jesus, yet 
believed. 
If Jesus rose from the dead, then He has conquered death, and if 
we believe in Him we will share in His victory over death as well. 

 
(Warren Wiersbe) 
“The stone was NOT rolled back to permit Jesus to come out, for He had 
already left the tomb. It was rolled back so that the people could see for 
themselves that the tomb was empty.”  
 
That’s the Good News of EASTER: Jesus is alive, Death is Dead! 
 
2 The Lord Has Given us a Commission: Will you GO and share 
the Gospel and make disciples of all nations as He has commanded? 
i) Who gave the Commission to the disciples and also to us? Not 
just the Lord, but the RISEN Lord! The Risen Lord who conquered 



death! And the good news we are to TELL is not just about His 
death but also His Resurrection! 
 
ii) As I said earlier, the word GO is used repeatedly. 
 The OT call was to “COME to the temple/Jerusalem/the Law” 
but the Risen Lord’s call is to GO with Jesus’ authority, and 
evangelize everyone, everywhere. 
 
We are to GO and give the Gospel to our friends, relatives, 
neighbours & colleagues, not wait for them to come ask us. Urge 
them to check Jesus out, give them a Bible to read, tell them how 
Jesus changed you. 
 
In particular, help them to see the difference between Jesus and 
the founders of other religions, none of whom rose from the dead. 
All are buried somewhere: Buddha’s ashes are in stupas/mounds in 
India, Confucius was buried in China, Mohammed in Medina. 
 
Jesus alone is unique in dying and rising from the dead.  So we must 
take the initiative to tell this unique Good News, that in Jesus we 
need not be burdened by our sins, nor fear death.  Even during 
lockdown we can use creative ways to share this truth.  

 
*** Two days ago my wife and I put Winnie the Pooh at our window 
with a sign that says, “Jesus Died and Rose 4U!” 
Who can you share this good news with in YOUR circle? 
 
CONCLUSION:   
1 So who carried out the Great Tomb Robbery? 



- Ac 2.32: “God has raised this Jesus to life and we are all witnesses of the 
fact.” 
Answer: The Great Tomb Robber was none other than God! We 
should stop to praise Him wherever we are. 
 
2 Easter is God’s message to us in 2 parts: Good Friday was 
when he died to cleanse us from our sins; and Easter Sunday was 
when He rose from the dead. 
 
*** In June 1815 a famous battle was fought at Waterloo between 
Napoleon, commander of the French forces, and the Duke of 
Wellington who led the British army. When the battle was over, 
Wellington sent a message to the British people by semaphore 
(using flags) relayed from one station to another. The message 
began “Wellington defeated…” but at that point, fog descended and 
the British people thought that it was the end of the message. 
Everyone thought Wellington had lost.  
 But when the fog lifted, they received the whole message 
which was “Wellington defeated Napoleon at Waterloo.” Wellington 
had not been defeated, he was victorious over Napoleon! 
  
On the first Good Friday when Jesus died, his disciples ran away 
thinking their Lord had been defeated. But that was only the first 
part of God’s message. On the third day, they saw the complete 
message: “Jesus died for our sins to forgive us, and He rose from 
the dead to conquer death for us!” 
 More than that, the Bible tells us clearly that if we 
believe/put our trust in Him we too will share in His Resurrection 
Life. 
 
John 11.25f   I am the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in me will 
live even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me, will never die.  
Will you believe in Jesus? Will you share the Good News of His 
Resurrection with everyone? 



 
Let us pray: Father we thank you that because Jesus rose from the dead, we 
need never fear death. Help us to grasp this wonderful promise, and to live 
securely, confident in Your power and strength each day no matter who or 
what we may face. Give us many opportunities to share the full message of 
Easter with all we know, to the glory of your great Name. We ask in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 


