
Lk 23.32-49:  Responses To The Cross   MBC Gd Fri 10 April 2020 
SP: To show the 3 main categories of responses to Jesus’ crucifixion: spectator, scoffer or seeker 
and to ask “Which one do you fall into?” 

Hi there! Before I begin I’d like to remind you that there will 
be opportunity to partake in Holy Communion after this sermon. 
If you like,  you can have the bread/wine or grape juice 
prepared before starting to read/listen. 
 
Read Luke 23.32-49  

 
*** Kiwi author Michael Baigent wrote a book in 2006 “The 
Jesus Papers: Exposing the Greatest Cover-up in History” in 
which he propounds his theory that Jesus’ crucifixion was an 
elaborate fraud, that Jesus conspired with Pontius Pilate to 
fake his own death on the cross, married Mary Magdalene, and 
escaped to France where they had a family and lived till at least 
45 AD. 
 
If it is true that Jesus never died on the Cross, the whole 
Gospel message is undermined. 
 
Such cynical theories are nothing new. Thru the years, there 
have been many attacks on the Virgin Birth, the divinity of 
Jesus including His miracles, the Cross and the Resurrection, 
usually around Christmas/Easter! Anything 
supernatural/dogmatic is put down because it is considered 
incompatible with science/pluralism. 



Let’s see what Jesus endured in those final days of His earthly 
life, without food or rest, and you be the judge of whether 
anyone could have survived it.  
 
McArthur SB p 1416 

The criminal had to “.. carry his 
own cross, which might weigh 200 
pounds.  Crucifixion was a 
lingering death by design.. the 
Romans had perfected the art of 
slow torture while keeping the 
victim alive. The hands were 
usually nailed thru the wrists and 

the feet through the instep or Achilles tendon. None of these 
wounds would be fatal but their pain would become unbearable 
as the hours dragged on.  
 
Some lingered till they were eaten alive by birds of prey or wild 
beasts. Most hung on the cross for days before dying of 
exhaustion, dehydration or most likely, suffocation. When the 
legs would no longer support the weight of the body, the 
diaphragm was constricted in a way that made breathing 
impossible. That is why breaking the legs would hasten death.”  
 
Could anyone have survived such brutal treatment? Think about 
it. Would any Roman soldier have DARED to let any crucified 
criminal survive? As far as Scripture is concerned, Jesus was 
surely dead, as confirmed by the soldiers. 
 
Jn 19.32 The soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man 
who had been crucified and then those of the other. But when 
they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they 
did not break his legs. Instead one of the soldiers pierced 



Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and 
water. The man who saw it (John) has given testimony and his 
testimony is true. 
 
We have already looked at several people during our reflections 
but let me highlight 3 main groups of people around the Cross. 
 
I SPECTATORS 
1 Ch 23.26,27 large number of people followed him (as he 
carried his cross to Golgotha) including women who mourned and 
wailed for him as Jesus fell under the weight of the Cross. 
Perhaps some had cheered Jesus when He entered Jerusalem 
on a colt earlier in the week.  

  
Luke tells us a man named Simon was from Cyrene in Libya. He 
must have been visiting Jerusalem for Passover and was 
suddenly, randomly conscripted to carry the cross for Jesus. 
From spectator to participant!   
 
2 The people stood watching as Jesus was crucified V 35. 
 There were people present the moment when Jesus died. V 
48 when they saw what took place, they beat their breasts (as a 
sign of anguish, grief or contrition), and went away.  They were 
moved, but they moved away. 
 
3 V 49, 55f The women who had come with Jesus from 
Galilee watched from a distance, saw the tomb and how his body 
was laid in it. Then they went home and prepared spices and 
perfumes intending to return after the Sabbath. 



Many spectators. 
 
II THE SCOFFERS 
Firstly, the soldiers who guarded Jesus after his arrest mocked 
and beat Jesus 22.63 then blindfolded him. Then in v 66, “The 
whole assembly” ie Sanhedrin, the council of elders, chief 
priests and teachers of the law, led Jesus off to Pilate 23.1 
 
- Pilate found him innocent (said so 3 times! V4, 14, 22) sent him 
to Herod 23.7. When Jesus did not answer, Herod and his 
soldiers also ridiculed him, dressed him in an elegant robe, and 
sent him back to Pilate.  
 
2 Chief priests, rulers and people V 18: With ONE VOICE, 
they cried out: “Away with this man, release Barabbas to us!” 
Barabbas had been charged with insurrection and murder. He 
MAY even have been due for execution that day. Incredibly, 
the crowd was prepared to exchange Jesus for an obviously evil, 
dangerous criminal! 
 
- The scoffing crowd, agitated by the Jewish leaders, had  
become a bloodthirsty, irrational mob who swayed Pilate by 
their shouts and pressured him do what they wanted. If not for 
this episode, Pilate would have been an unknown! 
 
3 Rulers sneered as the nails were hammered into Jesus’ 
flesh: He saved others, but he can’t save himself! Let this 
Christ, this King of Israel come down now from the cross that 
we may see and believe! Mk 15.32 
 
4 Soldiers mocked him by offering wine vinegar; “save 
yourself” 36 
 



5 “CRIMINAL A” v 39 lashed out at Jesus: “Aren’t you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
 
Behind all these scoffing voices we detect the Voice of Satan 
appealing to Jesus’ human instinct for self-preservation. GO 
AHEAD, SAVE YOURSELF! Thankfully Jesus resisted. 
 
III  SEEKERS – those who had “an openness to new thinking” 
1 The Centurion in charge 47 had a “front row seat”. He 
must have witnessed many crucifixions but this criminal was 
unique. He heard Jesus speak with grace and confidence. 
  
i) V 34 Father forgive them (referring to His executioners) 
ii) V 43 Today you will be with me in paradise (to Criminal B) 
iii) V 46 Father into your hands I commit my spirit (to God) 
 
 V 47 The centurion said, “Surely this was a righteous man” 
because he had never seen a criminal die like this. 
 
2 CRIMINAL B: 
Initially both Criminals scoffed at Jesus. But after several 
hours on the cross, watching Jesus, and perhaps for the first 
time – REFLECTING on his wayward life, he came to his senses 
(like the Prodigal Son who was far from his father) and he 
repented. 
 
1 Fear of God 23.40. Did he suddenly realize that he was 
accountable to an authority higher than the Romans? 
 
2 Admitted his guilt 41: Punished justly.. but 
 
3 Recognized Jesus’ innocence “this man has done nothing 
wrong.” He could see the huge contrast between Jesus and 



themselves. They deserved punishment and death, but Jesus 
did not. 
 
4 Wanted a Relationship with Jesus: 
 - V 42 he addressed “Jesus” by his own name! Amazing 
because no one in Luke’s Gospel ever addressed Jesus by his 
own name!  
 
 - There was a sign above Jesus’ head “This is the King of 
the Jews”.  Criminal B said: “Remember me when you come into 
your kingdom”: In those words, he expressed faith that Jesus 
would somehow still have authority/power even after their 
deaths, and he wanted to be part of that.  
 It’s an amazing statement of faith - all he knows at that 
moment is excruciating pain, strength was fast disappearing, 
stripped of all dignity as people watched him die… and yet 
something told him Jesus could offer him so much, even beyond 
the grave. What faith! And what grace on Jesus’ part to 
willingly accept him. 
 
5 Jesus’ assurance is fullhearted 43: 
- TODAY you will be with me : no delay, no purgatory, no 
probationary period 
-  Paradise: Gk paradeiso in the Septuagint (Gk translation of 
OT) refered to a garden (remember the Garden of Eden – 
untainted before the Fall?) but in NT used for heaven! 
 
The dying criminal had Jesus’ promise that when his life was 
over and he opened his eyes, he would be with Him in paradise! 
He had no opportunity to go to church, to get baptized, to 
become a member, to do good deeds. He simply trusted in Jesus 
whom he had met only a few hours ago under the worst possible 
circumstances! A Seeker had been found! 



 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
1 Are you a Spectator, Scoffer or Seeker? 
 Spectators just look on, they shrug their shoulders and say 
“Too bad, but that’s life.” They may be moved by what they see, 
but they move on unchanged. 
 
 Scoffers deconstruct like Baigent to suit their worldviews. 
They ridicule Jesus’ weakness at being pushed around. 
  
 Seekers are open to unusual people who reflect 
righteousness even in dark times. Seekers fear God and accept 
grace even in their final hours.  
 
Jer 29.13f Good news for seekers! You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you, 
declares the Lord. 
 
2 Notice how Jesus’ death directly impacted 5 men: 
i) Barabbas: He was like Jesus, sentenced to die for 
committing murder and rebellion. But because the crowd bayed 
for Jesus’ crucifixion, he went home for dinner. It was a 
straight exchange: Jesus’ died so that Barabbas could live. 
 
ii) Criminal B did not go home, but went instead to Paradise 
immediately after he died. He believed Jesus’ Promise of a 
relationship beyond death. Isn’t it a great example that Jesus 
evangelized till his last breath! 
Jesus’ Promise was sufficient for him in this life and the next.  



 
iii) Centurion Lk 23.47 “praised God and said, surely this was a 
righteous man”. In Mk 15.39 he called Jesus the Son of God, a 
clear confession of faith. The uncommon way Jesus died caused 
him to make those confessions. 
Jesus’ security in the face of death impressed the Centurion.  
 
iv + v) Joseph (a member of the Jewish Council/secret 
disciple) bravely went to Pilate to ask for Jesus’ corpse Lk 
23.50f and together with Nicodemus (a Jewish teacher and 
fellow member of the Council), they both took it down, wrapped 
it in linen and placed it in “his own new tomb” Mt 27.60. None of 
Jesus’ 12 disciples even considered doing this. 
Jesus’ death triggered courageous service.  
 
FIVE MEN greatly impacted on that first Good Friday. 
 
Today as we remember Good Friday, we too can respond to God 
as these men did: 
i) By believing Jesus died as our substitute; the righteous for 
the unrighteous that we might be saved. 
ii)  By resting on Jesus’ promises for this life and eternity. 
iii) By observing that as Jesus died secure in His Father’s love, 
we too need not fear. 
iv) By emerging from the shadows of secret discipleship into 
bold, unashamed service. 
 
CONCLUSION:  



I conclude by sharing 2 verses from a 19thC  hymn by 
Philip Bliss “Hallelujah, What A Saviour!”  
 
Man of sorrows, what a name For the Son of God who came, 
Ruined sinners to reclaim, Hallelujah what a Savior! 
 
Bearing shame and scoffing rude, in my place condemned He stood 
Sealed my pardon with His blood: Hallelujah what a Savior! 
 

Jesus died for you. Are you a Spectator, Scoffer or a Seeker? 
If you are none of the above, will you be a constantly grateful, 
eternally secure, totally unashamed Servant of Jesus Christ 
today? 

 
Let’s pause for silent prayer – in your own words. 
 
[If you are ready with the bread/wine or grape juice, 
please read on for Holy Communion. If not, feel free to 
stop & bring them before you.] 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
[Say a short prayer of thanksgiving and confession before you 
start reading below.] 
 
Jn 14.6 I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to 
the Father, but by me. 
Jn 8.31f If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
 
If Jesus is the Truth which leads us to God, and holding to his 
teaching enables us to know and live the truth, then it is so 
important that we become discerning believers, making wise 
choices in a world which is awash with fake news & bad news.  
 



The dying thief (Criminal B) who acknowledged Jesus in his last 
moments, discerned that Jesus spoke the truth about the way 
into God’s Kingdom. Likewise the Centurion also saw the security 
in Jesus’ behaviour even in his last hours and confessed 
“TRULY, this man was the Son of God!” 
 
Therefore, let us pray for a keen sense of spiritual 
discernment, so that our daily choices will always be aligned 
with truth of His Word, and that we will hold to the truth that 
salvation is found only in Christ.  
Ac 4.12 “Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men, by which we must be saved.” 
Praise God for our salvation in Christ. 
 
Words of Institution: 
The Lord Jesus on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, he broke it and said to His disciples, 
“Take, eat, this is my body which is broken for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me. In the same manner also He took the cup 
after supper and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Whenever you drink it, do it in remembrance of me. For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim 
the Lord’s death, until He comes.”  
 
Let us eat the bread, and drink the cup in remembrance of Him. 
 
Prayer: Let us say “The Lord’s Prayer”. 
*** 


