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Good Morning.  We hope that it is a good morning for you even though we are still 

somewhat restricted at Level 2. We are so grateful for Katarina’s communications keeping 

us all in touch and informed and we hope you were able to access Jane and Larry’s link to 

the “Praise Proms”. Their rendition of “God is our refuge and strength” was uplifting and it 

would be good to start our time together by singing it and reminding ourselves that our God 

is in control. The hymn is based on Psalm 46 verses 1, 2 and 10 (Good News) 

God is our shelter and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble. So we will not be 

afraid, even if the earth is shaken and mountains fall into the ocean depths. “Stop fighting”, 

He says, “and know that I am God, supreme above the nations, supreme over all the world.”  

Let us sing “God is our Strength and Refuge”. 

 

Song:  God is our Strength and Refuge  

            God is our Refuge and our Strength 

 

 

 

http://www.viewpure.com/SW5yAqxF810?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/JzNgFWYVgs4?start=0&end=0


Let us join together in prayer 

Prayer: “O Lord, we have just been reminded of Your supremacy, that You always have 

overall control, whether it be the forces of nature, the pounding seas, or the reflective 

stillness of a mountain lake.  We thank You, that You,  the creator of our universe, have a 

constant love for us even though we behave like wayward children  and we ask Your 

forgiveness for the ways we have fallen short this week.  O Lord draw us closer to You so that 

we may serve You more effectively.  Be with us as we spend this time with You and each 

other and give us ears to hear the message Graham will bring to us this morning.  For we ask 

this in Jesus name. Amen.” 

Let us read Psalm 8 

O Lord, our Lord, Your greatness is seen in all the world! Your praise reaches up to the 
heavens; it is sung by children and babies. 

You are safe and secure from all Your enemies; You stop anyone who opposes You. 

When I look at the sky, which You have made, at the moon and stars, which You have set in 
their places – what is man, that You think of him; mere man, that You care for him? 

Yet You made him inferior only to Yourself, You crowned him with glory and honour. You 
appointed him ruler over everything You made; You placed him over all creation, sheep and 
cattle, and the wild animals too; the birds and the fish and the creatures in the seas.   

O Lord, our Lord, Your greatness is seen in all the world. 

Let us remember this as we sing “God and God Alone” and “How Great Thou Art”. 

Song: God and God Alone         

             God and God Alone    

Song:   How Great Thou Art  

             How Great Thou Art 

In Psalm 145 verses 1 – 9 we read: 

I will proclaim Your greatness, my God and King. I will thank You for ever and ever. Every day 
I will thank You.  I will praise You for ever and ever. 

The Lord is great and is to be highly praised, His greatness is beyond understanding. 

What You have done will be praised from one generation to the next; they will proclaim Your 
mighty acts, they will speak of your glory and majesty, and I will meditate on Your wonderful 
deeds. 

People will speak of Your mighty deeds, and I will proclaim your greatness. 

They will tell all about Your goodness and sing about Your kindness. 

The Lord is loving and merciful, slow to become angry and full of constant love, He is good to 
everyone and has compassion on all He made. 

http://www.viewpure.com/8KCInlWJVkQ?start=0&end=0
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Let us proclaim His greatness as we sing “How Great is our God” and “Bless the Lord O My 
Soul”. 

Song: How Great is Our God           

           How Great is Our God        

Song: Bless the Lord O My Soul  

           Bless the Lord O My Soul  

As requested by the Baptist Union let us join together with them in prayers from Alan 
Jamieson and David Allen for the work of the N.Z. Baptist Missionary Society. They report 
that 120 million have lost their jobs and that Freeset are still paying their workers who are 
working to make 20,000 face masks and provide 20,000 meals for people in their 
communities. Their lockdown was extended until today. 

Let us pray: “Loving God, leaning into a prayer that has sustained generations we pray for 
the women of Freeset, their families and communities. Please shepherd them, provide for 
their needs and let them rest in safety. Lead them with gentleness and renew their hearts – 
for the glory of Your Name in their midst. As they walk through lockdown, the virus 
spreading, hunger and loss of work; may they not fear, but know You are with them every 
step, and that every hour You comfort them. Please prepare for them a table of goodness in 
the presence of fear, confusion, sickness and poverty. We pray in the name of the Good 
Shepherd – Jesus Christ our Hope. Amen.” (Alan Jamieson) 

“Gracious Father, we find it hard to know what lies ahead, what impact Covid 19 will bring 
to our lives, our congregations and our world. We are grateful for what has been achieved so 
far in our nations, and for the opportunities to love and serve that this season brings us. We 
recognise that for some the consequences of this virus are immense. We pray for those who 
grieve over the death of loved ones, for those who have lost jobs, and those whose future is 
uncertain. We pray for those whose businesses are struggling to survive, for those who are 
fearful and isolated. God give them Your peace. Within our own Baptist family, we know that 
there are those whose lives have been dramatically changed. We think of NZBMS overseas 
staff who have had to return home, who are unsure what the next step is. For those in hotels 
in quarantine, for those who are grieving the loss of community and ministry, we pray for 
them. We also pray for those who have chosen to remain in their host country, and who are 
seeking to respond to the needs around them, God give them strength. Stand among us, 
risen Christ. Speak Your peace to our hearts, breathe on us Your Spirit, and send us out into 
the world with Your love and compassion.  Amen.” (David Allen) 

“Dear Lord, we would also add to these prayers our requests for all those of us here who 
need Your touch. We would particularly remember Marie and Jim Clark and ask that they 
may know that they are enfolded in Your love and that their needs will be met. We also 
continue to remember Anita, Christine, Robert and Barbara, Pat, Nelli, and Di and Maurice. 
Be close to them and uphold them O Lord. As we are getting closer to being able to meet 
together we ask that the right preparations will be made and that we will be a blessing to 
our community.  We particularly pray that we may soon have a new Pastor and that it will 
be abundantly clear who You have chosen to lead us here. Facilitate the appointment oh 
Lord and may there be a fruitful ministry. O Lord, we ask these things in Jesus name. Amen.” 
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The reading this morning is from Genesis 45v 1 – 18. 

Joseph was no longer able to control his feelings in front of his servants, so he ordered them 
all to leave the room. No one else was with him when Joseph told his brothers who he was.  
He cried with such loud sobs that the Egyptians heard it, and the news was taken to the 
King’s palace. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But when his 
brothers heard this, they were so terrified that they could not answer. Then Joseph said to 
them, “Please come closer.” They did, and he said, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold 
into Egypt. Now do not be upset or blame yourselves because you sold me here. It was really 
God who sent me ahead of you to save people’s lives. This is only the second year of famine 
in the land; there will be five more years in which there will be neither ploughing or reaping.  
God sent me ahead of you to rescue you in this amazing way and to make sure that you and 
your descendants survive. So it was not really you who sent me here, but God. He has made 
me the king’s highest official. I am in charge of his whole country; I am the ruler of all Egypt.” 

“Now hurry back to my father and tell him that this is what his son Joseph says: ‘God has 
made me ruler of all Egypt, come to me without delay. You can live in the region of Goshen, 
where you can be near me - you, your children, your grandchildren, your sheep, your goats, 
your cattle, and everything else that you have. If you are in Goshen, I can take care of you. 
There will still be five years of famine; and If do not want you, your family, and your livestock 
to starve.” “Joseph continued, “Now all of you, and you too, Benjamin, can see that I am 
really Joseph. Tell my father how powerful I am here in Egypt and tell him about everything 
that you have seen. Then hurry and bring him here. 

He threw his arms round his brother Benjamin and began to cry; Benjamin also cried as he 
hugged him. Then, still weeping, he embraced each of his brothers and kissed them. After 
that, his brothers began to talk with him. 

When the news reached the palace that Joseph’s brothers had come, the king and his 
officials were pleased. He said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers to load their animals and to 
return to the land of Canaan. Let them get their father and their families and come back 
here. I will give them the best land in Egypt, and they will have more than enough to live on.” 

This is the Word of God. It says in Joshua 1 that we are to be sure that the Book of the Law is 
always read in our worship and we are to study it day and night. Before Graham brings us 
the message let us sing. 

Song: Lord Your Word Abideth   

Message: You can listen to Graham’s message on the MBC website milfordbaptist.co.nz 

Song: Great is Thy Faithfulness  

           Great is Thy Faithfulness  

           Great is Thy Faithfulness                            

Benediction: May the Lord Bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon you 
and give you peace.  Amen. 
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