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.Sunday 16th August.     Milford  Baptist       Ephesians 3:1-13 

 

Welcome Milford Baptist to this  

unexpectedly sad Lock Down Sunday. 

 

Because it is lockdown  

I am going to make our message a bit different to normal.   

I will read our scripture passage from Ephesians 3:1-13 

and then choose a number of verses  

and illustrate them with a story.  

 

 It will be a message of stories,  

and hopefully you will find that easier to listen to  

than a theological treatise,  

or a biblical exposition. 

 

Let’s hear the words of Paul. 

 

3  I, Paul, am a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles[a] . . 

.  2 As you already know God gave me the special responsibility  

of extending his grace to you Gentiles. 

 3 As I briefly wrote earlier, God himself  

revealed his secret plan to me. 

 4 As you read what I have written, 
      you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ. 5 God 

did not reveal it to previous generations,  

but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets. 

 
6 And this is the secret plan:  

The Gentiles have an equal share with the Jews  

 in all the riches inherited by God’s children.  

Both groups have believed the good news  

and both are part of the same body, and  enjoy together  

 the promise of blessings through Christ Jesus.[b]  
 

7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given 

 the wonderful privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A1-13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29213a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A1-13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29218b
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8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, 

 he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles 

 about the endless treasures available to them in Christ.  
9 I was chosen to explain to everyone[c] this  plan that God,  

the Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. 

 
10 God’s purpose was to show his wisdom in all its rich variety  

to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.   
They will see this when Jews and Gentiles  

are joined together in His church 
 
11 This was his eternal plan,  

which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
12 Because of Christ and our faith in him,[d]  

we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s presence 

 assured of his welcome 

 

So now, lets refer to some of the verses from this reading  

and use a story to illustrate them. 

 

 

 

We start with  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A1-13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29221c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3%3A1-13&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29224d
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Verse 1 

“I, Paul, am a prisoner of Christ Jesus.” 

 Not a Prisoner of Nero, 

  Not a prisoner of Rome 

   But a Prisoner of Christ Jesus. 

 What a difference perspective makes! 

 

There is a famous story of the days  

when Sir Christopher Wren was building St. Paul's Cathedral.  

    On one occasion he was making a tour of the work in progress.  

 

He came upon a man at work and asked him 

: "What are you doing?"  

The man said:  

"I am cutting this stone to a certain size and shape."  

 

He came to a second man and asked him what he was doing. 

 The man said: "I am earning a living by my work."  

 

He came to a third man at work and asked him what he was doing.  

 The man paused for a moment,  

straightened himself and answered:  

"I am helping Sir Christopher Wren build St. Paul's Cathedral." 

 

What a difference perspective makes. 

 

During Lockdown, are you a prisoner in your own home”? 

 A victim who has lost their freedom, 

  Even their human rights, or religious freedom? 

 Or a member of the team of 5 million  

attacking the enemy virus on another front. 

 

Do you still see each day as a day to live for Jesus 

 And to love him and others? 

 

What a difference perspective makes! 
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Verses 2&3 

“God has given me this special ministry, 

 God himself revealed his secret plan to me..” 

 

God gave,  God revealed. 

 Not Paul’s cleverness, or holiness,  

 

Paul was always about promoting Jesus, not himself. 

 

Leslie Weatherhead tells of a talk he had with a public schoolboy  

who had decided to enter the ministry of the Church. 

 

 He asked him when he had come to his decision,  

and the lad said he had been moved to make it  

after a certain service in the school chapel.  

 

Weatherhead very naturally asked who the preacher had been,  

and the lad answered that he had no idea;  

he only knew that Jesus Christ had spoken to him 

 that morning.  

That was true preaching. 

 

The sad fact is that there are so many of us, 

  when doing something for Jesus, 

who tend to be more concerned with our own prestige  

than with the prestige of Jesus Christ; 

 and who are more concerned that we should be noticed 

and shown appreciation, 

 than that Jesus should be seen. 

 

It is Jesus who has called us, 

 It is Jesus who has gifted us, 

  What we do, we do for Jesus. 
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Verse 6 

“And this is the secret plan.   

The gentiles have an equal share with the Jews  

in all the riches inherited by God’s children” 

 

We need to remember that the Jews  

held absolute contempt for the Gentiles.   

In chapter 2 Paul reminds them that they were “Outsiders”, 

‘separated by a wall of hostility’ 

If a Jew married a Gentile then his family held a funeral for him. 

 He was no longer accepted as even being alive. 

 

When it came to knowing how to find God, 

 the gentile was totally lost, 

 

A driver pulled up beside a rundown old farmhouse.  

He'd been driving for hours and was hopelessly lost.  

He got out and knocked at the door.  

A very elderly woman answered the door. 

 So, he asked her for directions to Des Moines. 
 

"Sorry, I don't know," the woman said. 
 

So, he got back in his car and started to pulled away.  

But he heard voices.  

He looked in his rear view mirror 

 and saw the woman and an equally old man  

waving for him to come back.  

 

So he made a U-turn and drove up to them. 

He stuck his head out the window of his car  

and the old woman said  

"This here's my husband. 

 He doesn't know how to get to Des Moines either."  
 

Before the coming of Jesus Christ, 

 the rest of the world had no clue about  

 how to get to God, 

no clue about the Love and Grace of God.  
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They were lost, but in the revelation of Jesus, they were found. 

 

Without knowing Jesus, my family and friends are lost. 

 It is my call and privilege to tell them the way. 

 

Verse 8 

“I was chosen for this special joy 

 of telling the Gentiles 

 about the endless treasures available to them in Christ.” 

 

Being a Christian is not supposed to be  

about a boring, humdrum religious existence. 

It is not about saying prayers and trying to be holy.   

 

Someone has said; “ 

it is, in fact, meant to be a delighted exploration 

 of untold and inexhaustible riches.” 

 

How often do we get confused about what makes us rich? 

 

One day, a father of a very wealthy family took his son on a trip 

 to a rural area with the firm purpose of showing his son  

how poor people live.  

 

They spent a couple of days and nights on the farm  

of what would be considered a very poor family. 

 

On their return from their trip, the father asked his son, 

 "How was the trip?" 

"It was great, Dad," the son replied. 

 

"Did you see how poor people live?" the father asked. 

"Oh yeah," said the son. 

"So, tell me, what did you learn from the trip?" 

 the father inquired. 

 

The son answered: 
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 "I saw that we have one dog and they had four.  

We have a pool that reaches to the middle of our garden 

and they have a creek that has no end.  

 

We have imported lanterns in our garden 

 and they have the stars at night.  

 

Our patio reaches to the front yard and they have the whole horizon.  

 

We have a small piece of land to live on  

and they have fields that go beyond our sight.  

 

We have servants who serve us, but they serve others.  

We buy our food, but they grow theirs.  

 

We have walls around our property to protect us;  

they have friends to protect them." 

The boy’s father was speechless. 

 

Then his son added,  

"Thanks, Dad, for showing me how poor we are."  

 

We, too, can be confused about what makes us rich. 

Is it material things,  

or is it better to be rich in the things that money can’t buy. 

 

Paul talks about the endless treasures in Christ Jesus. 
 

A few years ago a psychiatrist in Princeton, New Jersey,  

received one of those "strike it rich" sweepstakes letters  

from LIFE magazine.  

 

It read, "You have been selected as the fortunate participant  

in a special offer which could make you 

 the richest person in Princeton.  

Your name will soon be listed 

 among the wealthy and prestigious people of Princeton.  
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All you have to do is take a six-year subscription to LIFE  

and your name will be added to the drawing.  

You may win!" 

 

The psychiatrist wrote this response to this offer. 

 

 "In your letter, you offer to make me the richest man in Princeton.  

I want you to know that I am the richest man in Princeton. 

 In addition to this, I enjoy a quality of life so exciting, 

 it makes LIFE magazine read like an Old Mother Goose story.  

 

For all these good reasons,  

I am asking you to remove my name from that silly contest – 

- a contest which cannot possibly do me any good  

because all it offers if money.  

Who needs it when (one) has life -- and I don't mean your magazine." 

 

The riches that really matter 

 The treasure of peace, and love, joy and hope, 

  Are the riches that we can all have in Jesus Christ. 

 

Verse 10. 

God’s purpose was to show his wisdom in all its rich variety  

to all the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.   

They will see this when Jews and Gentiles  

are joined together in his church.” 

 

A little five-year-old boy once sat sadly in his hospital room.  

He was dying of cancer.  

Within a matter of hours he would be gone from this earth.  

 

There were theology students there,  

observing what children do when they die of cancer.  

The doctors were there.  

His parents were there.  
 

All were analyzing, researching, comforting,  

and seeking to be helpful. 
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They weren’t being very successful. 

 The little boy had not smiled much,  

his life a fairly constant barrage of needle pricks, medicine, and tubes.  

 

Now his medical history contained a report  

that the little boy had had a special friend,  

an older relative named Julie,  

who had died a few years before.  

 

After all the “comforters” had wound down  

their conversations and note-taking, 

 someone finally asked him, 

 “What can we do that you would like, after you die?”  

 

With a new radiance, he lit up  

and a broad smile took possession of his face.  

He very clearly said, 

 “Put me in an ambulance, flash all the lights  

and blow the siren as loud as you can — 

 so Julie will know I am coming.”  

And that’s exactly what they did. 

 

Paul says in Ephesians  

 

God’s purpose was to show his wisdom in all its rich variety  

to all the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.   

They will see this when Jews and Gentiles  

are joined together in his church.” 

 

The mystery was revealed not just on the earth,  

but in the heavenly places as well. 

 

Verse 12 

Because of Christ and our faith in him  

we can now come fearlessly into God’s presence  

assured of his glad welcome. 
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There is a well known story from American history 

 

There was a soldier in the Union Army,  

a youngest son who had lost his older brother  

and his father in the war. 

 

 He went to Washington, D. C. to see President Lincoln  

to ask for an exemption from military service  

so he could go back and help his sister and mother  

with the spring planting on the farm. 

 

When he arrived in Washington,  

after having received a furlough from the military 

 to go and plead his case, 

 he went to the White House, approached the doors  

and asked to see the President.  

 

He was told, "You can't see the President:  

Don't you know there's a war on?  

The President's a very busy man. Now go away!  

Get back out there and fight like you're supposed to." 

 

So, he left. He was very disheartened,  

and was sitting on a little park bench 

 not far from the White House  

when a little boy came up to him.  

The boy said, "Soldier, you look unhappy. What's wrong?" 

 

The soldier looked at this young boy  

and began to spill his heart about his situation,  

about his father having died in the war  

and his older brother having died in the war, 

     and how he was the only man left in the family  

and was needed desperately back at the farm for the spring planting. 
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So the little boy took the soldier by the hand 

 and led him around to the back of the White House.  

They went through the back door, past the guards, 

    went past all the generals and the high ranking government officials 

and they all stood at attention  

as this little boy took this private 

 through the rooms of the White House. The private didn't understand. 

 

Finally, they got to the Oval office itself  

and the little boy didn't knock on the door, 

 he just opened it and walked in,  

and there was President Lincoln  

with his Secretary of State,  

looking over battle plans on his desk.  

President Lincoln looked up and said, "What can I do for you, Todd?" 

 

And Todd said, "Daddy, this soldier needs to talk to you."  

 

And right then and there, the soldier had a chance  

to plead his case to President Lincoln,  

and he was exempted from military service 

 due to the hardship he was under. 

 

That's exactly what Jesus did for us.  

We have access to the Father through the Son.  

It is the Son who brings us to the Father's throne and says, 

"Daddy, here is someone who wants to talk to you." 

. 

There is another story about the about a little boy 

 whose father was promoted  

to the exalted rank of Brigadier General.  

 

When the little boy heard the news, 

 he was silent for a moment, and then asked, 

 'Do you think he'll mind if I still call him Daddy?' 

 

The essence of the Christian faith 
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 is unrestricted access to the presence of God.  

And we have this access through Jesus.  
 

Someone has written: 

 “The open door to the heavenly throne room 

 reveals not an angry or  capricious god,  

one who might be favourable one day and scowling the next,  

but the loving father who welcomed them all  

as beloved children into his presence.” 
  

Verse 6. 

Both Jew and Gentile have believed the good news  

and both are part of the same body  

and enjoy together the promises of blessings  

through Christ Jesus. 
 

I heard the story of a mum who had a four year old son, Blake  

Blake was  at preschool where the teacher  

   had been talking about being thanksful. 

 She asked the children to name something  

for which they were thankful.  
 

The children all said things like Mom and Dad,  

or food or their toys. 
 

 But one little girl said, 

 "I'm thankful for God and Jesus."  
 

At that point Blake popped up and said, 

 "Hey, I know those guys. They go to my Church." 
 

It doesn’t matter what race we are,  

what sex we are, 

 how old we are,  

how clever we are,  

we are equally part of the church. 
 

And the purpose of our church is to know,  

to love and to serve God,  

     who we know in Jesus, by means of the Holy Spirit in us. 
 

I hope we can all say, “I know those guys, they go to my church.” 


