
 

 
SERVICE OUTLINE SUNDAY 16 AUGUST 2020 

LARRY ROBBINS 

INTRODUCTION 
Friends, we indeed live “in interesting times”. We had planned a special service today aimed to draw the 
people of this church family together. Instead, due to Covid restrictions, we are dispersed! There is a certain 
irony here, but in all things we know that our God is supreme and there is, in everything, a purpose. 

We are grateful to Rodney Duncan who, at short notice, has provided a fresh sermon for us today. 

The service we had planned for today has been rescheduled for 6 September, God Willing, (and Covid 
permitting) , and we are grateful to Rev Rob and Di Jensen for their flexibility and understanding.  

So then, let us withdraw from the world, and in these few minutes of the service in our homes today let us 
be open to the Word and the Will of God. 

 

Song: Be Still for the Presence of the Lord 

 

Please join me in prayer …    

O God from whom every good gift derives, we gather in our homes to worship you today. We pray that 
your power may indeed be moving in whichever place we find ourselves. 

You are a great God, greater than our comprehension or our imagination. You are beyond any word we 
could ever use to describe you. And yet, through Jesus, the Christ, we know the intimacy of your vast Love. 

We come to you in thanksgiving and praise, to know that you are God and to place our lives anew into 
your perspective. Enlarge our vision with your Word. Instill in us, again, your hope in place of our despair, your 
peace where our hatred threatens, your joy amidst our depression, your love overwhelming our apathy, your 
certainty where we are confused.  Like Elijah, O God, we turn and face you in the midst of the storm. Help us 
during this hour to hear you speak to us - not in the wind, or the thunder, nor even in the upheaval of the ground 
beneath us; Help us to hear you speak to us, in our heart of hearts, as that still, small voice amidst the maelstrom, 
which gives us direction, and peace, and hope.  

May your Holy Spirit surround and indwell your people at Milford Baptist Church, and all those who 
gather in homes and churches and other places throughout New Zealand to worship you, forevermore.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN. 

 

 

 

http://www.viewpure.com/ZugvUQ4m90U?


Song: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

All hail the power of Jesus' name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
 
2. Ye chosen seed of Israel's race, 
ye ransomed from the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
Hail him who saves you by his grace, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
 

3. Let every kindred, every tribe 
on this terrestrial ball, 
to him all majesty ascribe, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
To him all majesty ascribe, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
 
4. O that with yonder sacred throng 
we at his feet may fall! 
We'll join the everlasting song, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
We'll join the everlasting song, 
and crown him Lord of all. 
 

 

Reading: Psalm 23 (NIV) 

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 
    he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths 

    for his name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk    through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil,     for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff,  they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me  in the presence of my 
enemies. You anoint my head with oil;  my cup overflows. 6 Surely your goodness and love will follow 
me  all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD  forever. 
 

This psalm is one which is full of comforts and expresses delight in the goodness of God and our 
dependence upon him as sheep depend upon their shepherd. God’s care for us is providential and abundant. 
This psalm should be a comfort to us in these uncertain times. 

 

Let us pause and consider the Lord’s providential provision for us. As we do, you may like to listen to this 
gentle song “Consider the Lillies” 

 

Let us pray … 

Father, you care for us as a shepherd cares for his sheep. We rely upon you for so many things. We know 
that you know us and that we can cast all our cares and concerns upon you. 

As our country, and indeed the world, struggles to contain the pandemic due to the Coronavirus, we know 
that we are more reliant than ever upon you. We bring before you today, those members of our church family who 
are frail or unwell, who are sick, and those who are worried about what the future may hold as our government 
and officials seek to contain the virus. We pray for these officials, we ask that you guide them to make the right 
decisions and pray that you will protect all those who are working in the health area to treat those who are ill, to 
test for the virus, and to contain its effects. We think of the officials who are working in ports and airports and 
those who are working in isolation facilities. Keep them safe we pray.  

 

http://www.viewpure.com/kgQ9ER-fdWQ?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/OevE4olt6_I?start=0&end=0


Father we think of the seafarers who are deeply affected by the pandemic. There are hundreds of 
thousands of them who are stranded on their ships often months over their contracted service, unable to go home. 
Many seafarers are stranded at home unable to return to their ships and thus not earning to support their 
families. Others are suffering from loneliness, depression, and anxiety. We also think of all those who have lost 
their jobs, particularly the airline personnel, and those in businesses which have folded   

 Lord God, we know that we are a blessed nation and that many others throughout the world are much 
worse off than we are. We think of the Corin family in Asia, and of our friends in Lebanon who not only are trying 
to deal with the effects of Covid but have a disfunctional governmental system and who have now been 
devastated by a dreadful accident. Our thoughts and our prayers go with them. Bless them Lord we pray.   

                             AMEN 

 

Song: Praise my Soul the King of Heaven         

 

Sermon: “Paul’s unique privilege“  (Rodney Duncan – Ephesians 3 vv1-12) 
   Audio & Text 
 

Song: Blessed Assurance 

 

Benediction: 

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you always. AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you wish to speak with a counsellor please contact Rev Aaron Ironside 021 59 57 59 chaplain@iss.org.nz  

 

If you would like to pray with someone please feel free to call Larry 021 182 4545 
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