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GOOD MORNING.  We are glad you are able to join us for our service this morning and pray 
that it will be a blessing to you.  Billy Graham once said “A good father is one of the most 
unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and yet one of the most valuable assets in our society.” So, this 
Fathers’ Day, let us quietly and in our own way, think of fathers everywhere and reflect upon 
the father we have, the father we had, the father we might not have known. If you are meeting 
as a family to mark Fathers’ Day, we pray that it will be, or has been, a time of great joy and 
blessing. 

Let us now worship and praise God, our Heavenly Father and commence our time together 
with prayer. 

O Lord, we thank You that we can meet together with You even though we still have to stay at 
home.  We thank You for all You have provided us with – the beautiful sunshine, the lovely spring 
flowers, our families and friends and the fellowship of our Church Family.  But most of all we thank 
You for Your love for us.  We are so unworthy and fall short of what we could be and we ask Your 
forgiveness, thanking You that You have promised that if we confess our sins You are faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

Thank You for fathers. Thank you for families. Thank You Lord for your many blessings to us.   

O Lord we ask that You will be with each one of us today and that we may hear what You are 
saying to us, for we ask these things in Jesus Name.  Amen. 

Let us be thankful and praise God as we sing 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation 

Rodney is going to be preaching from Thessalonians so let us read together 

1 Thess. 5 : 14 – 18 

We urge you, our brothers , to warn the idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone.  See that no one pays back wrong for wrong, but at all times make it your aim to do good 
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to one another and to all people.  Be joyful always, pray at all times, be  thankful in all 
circumstances.  This is what God wants from you in your life in union with Christ Jesus.  

And then from 1 Thess. 2 : 13 – 17 

We must thank God at all times for you, brothers, you whom the Lord loves.  For God chose you as 
the first to be saved by the Spirit’s power to make you his holy people and by your faith in the truth. 
God called you to this through the Good News we preached to you;  He called you to possess your 
share of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  So then, our brothers, stand firm and hold on to those 
truths which we taught you, both in our preaching and in our letter. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and in His grace gave us 
unfailing courage and a firm hope, encourage you and strengthen you to always do and say what is 
good. 

We are thankful that The Lord has provided us with His Teaching in the Bible, and His Holy 
Spirit and our Church Fellowship to support and strengthen us.  Let us sing together an old 
hymn that reminds us of this. 

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life? 

Let us join together again in prayer.  The Baptist Union has asked that we remember those 
suffering from domestic violence and those who do not have enough food; 

O Lord at the moment we seem to be surrounded by so many storms.  We have the Covid 19 
sweeping the world, and there are typhoons and hurricanes but we thank You that You never 
change and that You are always with us.  We thank You that we can bring our requests to you and 
we would ask that You direct those who are seeking to discover vaccines and antidotes for the covid 
19 virus that its impact on our world may be overcome.  We ask that those who are in strife through 
illness or losing their jobs  or being short of food may obtain the help that they need and that we 
as a Baptist Family may be sensitive to ways in which we may be able  to help.  We pray for 
students who have missed tuition and ask that their future careers are not affected.  We pray for 
those in authority that they may make wise decisions and that at the coming elections people will 
be elected who will act in accordance with Your will.  We ask too that the right decisions are made 
in the referenda. 

O Lord we have also been asked to pray for those suffering from domestic violence which is on the 
increase.  O Lord we do ask that you will be with these folk.  We ask that their needs will be met 
that they may be brought to a safe place where their wounds can heal and that they may 
experience Your Love and care.  We ask that you will be with the overworked support staff and 
enable them to cope in these situations.  O Lord the covid situation and the lockdown may have 
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contributed to this situation and we ask that the measures taken to combat it will be successful and 
that we may soon return to normal life. 

O Lord, we remember too the folk in our own Church family who have problems.  We think of those 
with ill health and other problems and ask that You will uphold Pat Jagger, Anita Atkins, Marie and 
Jim Clark, Nelli Gorobets, Maurice Bartlett, Amal Babahami and Janice Marsden as her broken nose 
heals.   O Lord, we thank You that Rodney is able to help us as an Interim Pastor but we would ask 
that You will lead us to the person You would have as our permanent Pastor here and that we may 
be sensitive to Your leading.  We ask that we may see opportunities that You provide and be able to 
use them. 

O Lord we ask all these things in Jesus Name, Amen. 

These words by H.Bonar seem very appropriate as a lead in to next hymn: 

     In the still air the music lies unheard; In the rough marble beauty hides unseen, 
     To wake the music and the beauty needs The master's touch, the sculptor's chisel keen. 
     Great Master, touch us with Thy skilful hand, let not the music that is in us die; 
     Great Sculptor, hew and polish us, nor let Hidden and lost, Thy form within us lie. 
     Spare not the stroke, do with us as Thou wilt; Let there be nought unfinished, broken, marred; 
     Complete Thy purpose, that we may become Thy perfect image, O our God and Lord! 

Let us sing together again – 

Have faith in God  (O Lord You lead me) 

Oh Lord You lead me 
By the still waters 
Quietly restoring my soul 
You speak words of wisdom 
The promise of glory 
The power of the presence of 
God 
 
Refrain 
Have faith in God 
Let your hope rest on the faith 
He has placed in your heart 
Never give up 
Never let go of the faith 
He has placed in your heart 
 
 

Oh Lord You guide me 
Through all the darkness 
Turning my night into day 
You'll never leave me 
Never forsake me 
The power of the presence of 
God 
 
Refrain  

 

Oh Lord You lead me 
By the still waters 
Quietly restoring my soul 
You speak words of wisdom 
The promise of glory 
The power of the presence of 
God 

 
Refrain (x2) 
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Again we are grateful to Rodney Duncan for bringing us the message this morning and we are 
also especially grateful that he will be acting as our Interim Pastor until December. We look 
forward to his ministry among us. 

Sermon - Mending the Mess   
Audio    Text 

Let us sing our final song 

Change my Heart, O God. 

 

Benediction  1 Thess. 5:23 

May my God who gives us peace make you holy in every way and keep your whole being –spirit, 
soul, and body - free from every fault at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you will 
do it, because He is faithful. 
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