
Milford Baptist.   Sunday 13 September,  2020.  

 “It’s all about Jesus”                    1 Corinthians 2:2 

 

At the beginning of these few months  

as an Interim Pastor here at Milford  

I want to make a declaration + 

– I want to nail my colours to the mast (I put that in for Larry!)  

I am definitively  a “New Covenant” Christian. 

 

Is that some weird Christian sect  -   definitely not! 

 Is it a new denomination -  absolutely not! 

 

I am simply declaring that I believe Jesus  

      was the means of the new covenant between God and his people.   

  This new covenant superceded the old covenant.   

 

Jesus himself said that his blood was the seal of the new covenant. 

 Jesus himself said:  “You have heard it said, but I SAY” 

 

The Old covenant was not just old in terms of number of years, 

 But in terms of being replaced by the new. 

 

It wasn’t even a variation of the old, 

- Though the old gives a historical  context for the new - 

   It was a whole new deal. 

 

I am a New Covenant Christian because  

I seek to see and understand God,  

and I seek to see and understand  

Christian belief and behaviour in Jesus. 

 

So my text, not just for this message,  

but for the next three months is this.  1 Corinthians 2:2   

 “For I decided to concentrate only on Jesus Christ  

and his death on the cross.” 

 

 



This message has the title “It’s all about Jesus” 

 

Christianity it not about ethical living, 

 It is not about doing unto others as they would do to you, 

  It is not about belief in God, 

   It is not about being spiritual. 

 

It is clearly, definitively and absolutely about Jesus. 

 

And so this morning I want to talk about:  

The divinity of Jesus 

The crucifixion of Jesus 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

The return of Jesus 

And The grace of Jesus. 

 

But in case you’re already looking at your watch, 

 It is a brief summary, 

  Not a deep theological explanation. 

 

So let’s start with the divinity of Jesus. 

 

Christianity stands or falls  

on the belief that, in Jesus, we encounter God. 

 

How do we know what God is like? 

 We look at Jesus. 

 

Jesus is the photo-copy of Father God. 

 Distinct from the Father, but identical. 

 

And it is that understanding of Jesus Christ  

that makes Christianity distinctive from every other religion.  

 

I think I have talked about this at Milford before , 

  

 



But I want to emphasise again that Christianity  

can never be one religion alongside, and equal with,  

other religions. 

 

IF Jesus Christ is God, 

then Christianity has ultimate truth that no other religion shares. 

 

Whatever good there may be in their understanding of values, 

- And there is good in other religions – 

They have no understanding  

of the most important thing about God.   

That is - He came to earth in the person of His Son, Jesus. 

 

IF Jesus Christ was God  

then Christianity is true and all other religions  

fall short of ultimate truth. 

 

If Jesus Christ was not God, 

 then some other religion may be true, 

  But Christianity certainly isn’t. 

 

It is absolutely unreasonable – in fact, intellectually impossible - 

to say Christianity stands alongside other religions  

as equally valid understandings of God. 

 

Christian faith starts with, 

And stands on; 

 the declaration that in Jesus, we see God. 

It is the foundation on which everything else is built 

 

We can’t avoid it – it is all about Jesus. 

 

Secondly, the death of Jesus. 

 

If I was to write my auto-biography, 

    something I have thought about but not got round to actually doing 

 



 I would write about my childhood and youth, 

  My family and my marriage. 

 I would write about my teaching and my ministry. 

 

But I would write very few words about my death 

- In fact, probably none at all. 

 

And yet – when people were putting into print the life of Jesus, 

 They spent about one third of the words 

  writing about the circumstances of his death. 

 

If the divinity of Jesus is the foundation of Christian faith, 

 Then what is built on the foundation is the Kingdom of God, 

  And the doorway – the entrance – 

 into the building – into the Kingdom, 

is the death of Jesus. 

 

In theological terms it is the called the Atonement. 

 

It is because Jesus died on the cross 

 We can have relationship with God.    

  Be AT_ONE with Him. 

 

And my understanding of the atonement is that Jesus took my place. 

 

Just as we have substitutes on the sports field; 

  Aaron Smith substituted for TJ Perenara  on Saturday night 

 

SO Jesus substitutes for me. 

 

I deserve punishment for my sin: 

 For my rejection of, 

rebellion against, God. 

 

The punishment is to be cut off from God 

 Which is death. 

 



Jesus substituted himself for me. 

 

He died in my place, so I don’t have to be cut off from, 

 separated from, 

  Father God. 

 

Forgiveness, peace, joy and life are mine  

because Jesus took my punishment. 

 

You see, when you talk about living without guilt, 

 Living without shame, 

  Living with peace and joy and hope and love, 

 It is all because of the cross. 

 

It is all about Jesus. 

 

Now if the divinity of Jesus is the foundation of the Kingdom, 

 The crucifixion of Jesus the entrance into the Kingdom 

Then the resurrection of Jesus is the CCC, 

The code compliance certificate. 

 

It is the resurrection of Jesus  

      that proves that the teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom was true, 

that the claims of Jesus are for real,  

 that the death of Jesus was effective, 

that christian faith is authentic. 

 

If Jesus Christ rose from the dead, 

  Then he is not just special, but totally unique. 

 And you cannot ignore his teaching, 

  You cannot reject his claims, 

   You must accept the truth of who he claimed to be. 

 

For me, and this may not be true of you or even most other Christians, 

 My belief in the divinity of Jesus is a step of faith; 

  My belief that Jesus died in my place is a step of faith; 

 



However, my belief in the resurrection of Jesus  

is not only a step of faith,  

but a conclusion drawn from the evidence. 

 

When I look at the evidence for the resurrection: 

 Any explanation of the empty tomb is unreasonable 

  other than the explanation  

that it was empty because Jesus defeated death. 

 

Any explanation of the behaviour of the disciples after this time; 

 their preaching, their courage, their faith, 

their willingness to die for what they believed, is unreasonable, 

other than the explanation that they had met with the risen Jesus 

 

 Any explanation for the incredible growth of the early church  

- Both Jews and Gentiles coming to faith in Jesus as the Christ, 

is unreasonable other than the explanation that  

the risen Christ was alive and active and changing lives. 

 Building his kingdom. 

 

I believe in the resurrection, not only as a step of faith, 

 But as a reasonable conclusion based on the evidence. 

 

Consequently, for me – and again it is different for others – 

 The greatest evidence for the existence of God 

  Is not the beauty of nature, 

   Not the intricacies of the human body, 

 But the resurrection of Jesus. 

 

If Jesus rose from the dead then God is. 

 

If Jesus rose from the dead it authenticates everything Jesus said. 

 

It is the Code Compliance Certificate 

 That declares it is all to be trusted. 

 

It is all about Jesus. 



But Jesus not only came, died and rose again. 

 

Christians have this rather weird belief that he is coming again . 

 

And when he comes this Kingdom that arrived with Jesus, 

 founded on the the divinity of Jesus, 

  entered into through the crucifixion of Jesus, 

 attested to, and authenticated by the resurrection of Jesus. 

This Kingdom will be fulfilled, or renewed, or completed. 

 

To use the building analogy again, 

 There will be a Make-over. 

  Not a week-long makeover, 

 Not a 60 minute makeover 

But an instantaneous makeover 

 When a new heaven and a new earth will be established. 

 

Then there will be no more pain, no more tears, 

 No more sin and suffering. 

  The Kingdom will be fulfilled, 

 And our resurrection bodies will inhabit this new creation. 

 

Let me share one of the views that I have  

that is a little different to what most believe. 

 

You may not agree with me, 

 And I want to say that that is perfectly ok. 

  I don’t demand, expect, or even necessarily want, 

   You to always agree with me. 

  And please feel free to discuss issues with me  

when you do disagree. 

That is, as long as we can agreeably agree to disagree! 

 

Well – this slightly different view. 

 

I don’t believe that heaven is ‘up there’ somewhere  

 Or that it is sometime in the future. 



That is because time is part of this universe, 

 and death moves us beyond time into what we call eternity. 

I believe that the new heaven and the new earth  

already exist outside of time. 

 

I guess the simplest way of comprehending it 

 is to see it as a parallel universe. 

 

So my parents, 2 of my sisters and my brother  

are already there living in the parallel universe of eternity. 

 

But here is the amazing part. 

 

For them – I am there living with them  

– because they are beyond time.   

 

They are not there looking at their watch and saying:  

 “I wonder how long until Rodney gets here?”   

For them I am already there. 

 

But I am also still living in this universe  

where time is a huge constraint. 

 

When we talk about the coming again of Jesus,  

It is when heaven invades earth, 

it is when eternity invades time,  

when the new heaven and the new earth  

consumes this one,  

when Jesus is seen by all as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords,  

as he already is in eternity. 

 

It is when the prayer will be answered  

 “Thy Kingdom come 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” 

 

I find this very encouraging. 

Despite the Covid pandemic, 



Despite the increasingly non, or even anti, Christian  

society we live in, 

 

We do not live in an ‘out of control’ universe. 

 We do not live in a world heading for inevitable destruction, 

whether it be destruction by natural forces or human action. 

 

We live in a world that is going to experience a ‘Make-over’ 

 Become the new heaven and the new earth, 

  Where every knee will bow and every tongue confess 

   That Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

Friends – it’s all about Jesus. 

The divinity of Jesus, 

 The death of Jesus, 

  The resurrection of Jesus 

   The coming again of Jesus. 

 

Finally, the grace of Jesus. 

 

Why finish with grace? 

 Because there is nothing without grace. 

 

At a personal level, I am an aweful sinner. 

I continually let God, and myself down.   

I am sorry that with me you don’t get a lot of holiness. 

 

And I have failed also as a Pastor and leader. 

 

I am sure  you could find people from Long Bay  

who have been disillusioned  

by the way I have led, taught and pastored. 

 

BUT  - and that is the important word!   

But, despite me, God still works in, and through me,  

The grace of Jesus supercedes my inadequacies. 

 



And I have to believe that God will be able to use me  

even in these next three months. 

   And I also know this: 

Whatever He is able to achieve, 

  it will all due to the grace of Jesus. 

 

I wonder if any of you are thinking: 

Why is he talking about the grace of Jesus  

instead of the grace of God? 

 

Because, - remember my first point – you can’t separate the two.  

Without Jesus, there is no God.   

Without God, Jesus is nothing but a false teacher.   

The grace of Jesus is the grace of God. 

It’s all about Jesus! 

 

Because – remember my second point –  

Jesus death was grace expressed. 

 

You see the grace of God in Jesus,  

the man stretched out on a wooden cross,  

nails piercing his wrists and his feet,  

a crown of thorns jammed on his head,  

blood pouring from his wounds.  

 

You hear the grace of God in his words _  

Father forgive them. 

 

It’s all about Jesus 

 

Because – remember my third point – 

you see the grace of God  

in the man who stands in the garden and comforts a distraught woman  

with the simple and quiet pronunciation of her name   

-  Mary. 

 

 



You see the grace of God in the man  

who suddenly appears in a locked room  

and holds out his arms to show a doubting disciple  

the holes in his wrists. 

 

You see the grace of God in the man  

who symbolically rises from the earth  

following his promise to send His Spirit  

to fill them with power from heaven. 

 

It’s all about Jesus. 

 

Because – remember my fourth point  

you will see the grace of God in the glorified man  

who will come back to finally establish  

the Kingdom of God in its fullness. 

  When heaven invades earth, 

 And eternity invades time. 

 

And Jesus will be the one to whom every knee will bow,  

and every tongue confess as Lord. 

 

It’s all about Jesus. 

 

During the next three months 

 I am going to preach on Jesus:   

his character,  his teaching  and his purpose. 

 as we read about him in the gospels and the epistles. 

 

Why?    Because it’s all about Jesus!. 

 

To Him be blessing and honour, 

Glory and praise. 

 Now and forever. 

  Amen. 

 

 



If you have been listening to this  

you may like to go to the website and read  

the final page of the script of the message,  

which summarises in a meditation 

the points I have made this morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IT’S  ALL  ABOUT  JESUS! 
 

Jesus - Immanuel  - God with us. 

 In Jesus, God reveals himself;  

  His holy, giving, loving, seeking , welcoming self. 

      Jesus is the photo-copy of the Father 

      – distinct but identical. 

The Divinity of Jesus  -  the foundation of the Kingdom. 

 

Jesus -  Saviour  - Love crucified. 

 In the death of Jesus we become one with God. 

        Jesus took the punishment for our sin, which is death, 

      so we could experience forgiveness, peace, hope  

   and eternal life. 

The death of Jesus  -   the entrance into the Kingdom 

 

Jesus   - Redeemer - Sin defeated 

 In the resurrection of Jesus  

     His teaching and actions were authenticated; 

   proven to be true and dependable,  

      worthy of our faith. 

The resurrection of Jesus- 

 the Code Compliance Certificate of the Kingdom 

 

Jesus     -   King of kings    -    Kingdom fulfilled 

 In the return of Jesus heaven will invade earth,  

      eternity will consume time.   

  And in the new heaven and the new earth  

there will be no more pain or suffering, sin or death. 

 And at the name of Jesus, every knee will bow  

  and every tongue will confess Him as Lord 

The return of Jesus  –   the Make-Over of the Kingdom. 

 

And I am, and will be, part of this Kingdom. 

 Not because of what I’ve done,  

  but because of who He is; 

 Not because of who I am,  

  but because of what He’s done. 

The wonderful grace of Jesus 

      that gives what I don’t deserve  

  and pays me what Christ has earned. 
 

IT’S  ALL  ABOUT  JESUS 



 

 
 


