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SERVICE OUTLINE SUNDAY  22 August 2021 
 
Welcome!                                                    Larry Robbins 
 
Good morning and welcome to the first (and hopefully only!) service under the new Lockdown period – we just 
hope and pray it won’t be too long before we can return to normal and meet together again.  Let us use the 
words of an old hymn as we draw together in prayer. 
 
 Jesus, stand among us in Thy risen power, 
 Let this time of worship be a Hallowed hour. 
 
Let us Pray 
 
O Lord, we seem to be surrounded by so many storms at the moment.  Covid 19 and the Delta Variant is sweeping 
the world and there are floods, fires and storms, but we thank You that You never change and that You are always 
with us.  We thank You that we can bring our requests to you and we would ask that You help and support those 
who are dealing with the covid 19 virus so that its impact on our world may be overcome.   
 
We ask that those who are in strife through illness or losing their jobs or businesses due to the present lockdown 
may be given strength to cope.  
 
Father, we ask that the measures taken to combat covid will be successful and that we may soon return to normal 
life. 
 
O Lord, we remember, too, the folk in our own Church family who have problems. May we, as a Baptist Family, be 
sensitive to ways in which we may be able to help those in our immediate circle who are struggling as we have 
sought to support those overseas whose situation is dire. 
 
Though separated due to the lockdown we are still able to give our tithes and freewill offerings through modern 
banking methods, and we dedicate them to you today, Lord. We ask that you will guide the leaders of the church in 
the use of these funds both here in New Zealand and overseas in Your service.    
  
O Lord we ask all these things in Jesus Name, Amen. 
 
Call to Worship                                                 Brian Lima 
 
Today, let us gain encouragement from those who placed their trust in God through difficulty. Let the Holy 
Spirit make their words spoken many years ago, become our words today. 
 
Psalm 118:1, 5–7, 14, 27–29 
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

his love endures forever. 
 
When hard pressed, I cried to the LORD; 

he brought me into a spacious place. 
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The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid… 
The LORD is with me; he is my helper. 
 
The LORD is my strength and my defense; 

he has become my salvation. 
 
The LORD is God, 

and he has made his light shine on us. 
You are my God, and I will praise you; 

you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

his love endures forever. 
 
This is a day that God has made for his glory. Let us follow His Spirit as the psalmist did many years ago. Let us 
work out the light of Jesus in us for his glory! 
 
Regardless of what each day gives us, we can know that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus, 
his Son. Regardless of the constant changes in the world, loss of finances, relationships or even safety, we 
have in Jesus an eternal treasure that will never fade. Let us praise Jesus and lay our lives, our “crowns” before 
him. 
 

Crown Him with Many Crowns (Congregational, with Lyrics) 
 

Crown Him with Many Crowns (Southern Seminary) 
 
For our second song, I thought we would all benefit in our walks with Jesus by reminding ourselves of the 
great value Jesus is to us: He saved us! We who loved the darkness because we would hide our evil, were given 
mercy and light through the Son. Let us sing how amazing this mercy and grace is to us and the world. 
 

Amazing Grace (With Lyrics)  
 
Bible Reading 
 
John 3:1–21 
 
1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to 
Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform 
the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 
 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into 
their mother’s womb to be born!” 
 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the 
Spirit.6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

  
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
 

http://www.viewpure.com/Kc3UnhPHTOo?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/dDCE8yGOCcY?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/BA7pdABvpnc?start=0&end=0
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10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of 
what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have 
spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No 
one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the 
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in 
him.” 

  
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him.18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because 
they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, 
but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into 
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
 
Sermon (“Jesus, the Light of Truth”)                                                                           
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For our last song, let’s ask Jesus to fill us with the Holy Spirit. Let us be filled with the light of Jesus and let us 
follow the Spirit in shining that light to those he calls us to serve. May Jesus’ light, the great treasure of 
creation, shine through us! 
 

Shine, Jesus Shine (Congregational, with Lyrics) 
 

Shine, Jesus Shine (Contemporary, with Lyrics) 
 
Benediction        
 
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.    

https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Sermon-20210822.pdf
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021.08.22-Sermon.mp3
http://www.viewpure.com/D4hXJ9ax2FY?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/4O7zD8Ij_oM?start=0&end=0

