
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE, SUNDAY 29 August 2021 

 
Welcome!                                                 (Larry Robbins) 
 
GOOD MORNING!  We are glad you are able to join us for our virtual service this morning. We pray that 
something that is included in these words, or something you hear sung in the videos we present, or in 
the words of a prayer, will be a blessing, strengthen and encourage you. Our thanks to everyone who 
has contributed to this service today. 
 
Call to Worship                                               (Jim Milmine) 

 
Welcome everyone, to this ‘lockdown’ Sunday service. 
 
We are living through troublesome times. Warfare in Afghanistan. Religious conflict and persecution. 
Changing climate and weather patterns and the earthquake and storms in Haiti. Border problems in the 
USA and Israel. Covid-19, causing the world to fear, with the loss of loved ones and friends. Largely 
blessed in New Zealand, we still daily await our Prime Minister's update for our own fate; isolation, 
jobs and small business losses, rise in domestic violence, children wondering when their school will 
open again—fear of how far all this will go. 
 
BUT our faith is in the God who loves us unconditionally. Our call today is to seek His peace. In 
Matthew 11:28, Jesus said, “Come to Me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
David also suggests, using a number of verbs, what we should and should not do, in Psalm 37 “don't 
fret; trust in the Lord; do good; dwell; enjoy; delight, commit; trust; be still; wait patiently; refrain from 
anger; turn from wrath; hope in the Lord.” 
 
Lord, strengthen us so that we may remain steadfast. Enable us to stand as lights in a darkening and 
increasingly hopeless world. Continue to bless us by surrounding us with Your peace. Amen. 
 
 
The Hymns and Songs have been chosen, and are introduced, by church members this week  
 
                                                                                                                                            (Larry Robbins) 
 
“As I sit at my desk, I am watching two tui birds splashing around in the bird bath and can see spring 
flowers budding forth. Families are walking and parents are cycling past with their children, all taking 
advantage of the sunshine and the stillness engendered by the current lockdown to get out and about.  
It is my prayer that you will be able to take time to be still and know that whatever your circumstances, 
the glory of the Lord is indeed shining all around.” 
 

Be Still, for the Glory of the Lord 
 

http://www.viewpure.com/ZugvUQ4m90U?


(Eileen Warth) 
 
“The old hymn Trust and Obey has brought comfort and encouragement to countless generations since 
it was written in 1887, and continues in these Covid days to reassure us that ‘not a doubt or a fear, not 
a sigh or a tear, can abide while we trust and obey.’  Praise His name!” 
 

Trust and Obey 
 

 
 
Community Prayer                                                                 (Stuart Gaze) 
 
PRAISE – Father GOD our heavenly Father we give you praise, you are our Creator, Saviour, Redeemer and 
Messiah. We praise you for your eternal love, your offer of forgiveness when we confess our sins, your 
presence with us day by day, your comfort to us in times of difficulty, and your grace and peace given to us in 
unlimited supply. 
 
THANKS – Thank you LORD for your guidance, encouragement and spiritual blessings given to us as a group 
of pilgrims on our journeys of faith. We thank you for the leaders of our church and for willing workers 
serving in many ways, week by week within the church and in the community. We than you that “while our 
outer selves may be wasting away our inner selves are being renewed every day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). 
 
CONFESSION – We confess that we have not always sought your will before commencing service for you, or 
followed your will as we have served and we confess our sins either of words, deeds or thoughts and ask for 
your forgiveness. 
 
REQUESTS – We ask Lord that you will strengthen us in our faith, that you will guide us and inspires us into 
new areas of service and witness within the church and in our community. We ask that you will continue to 
empower and encourage Brian and Jo in their pastoral leadership and that their efforts will be a blessing to 
all. We ask that you will bless the Leadership team, and the leaders of Craft, Music for me, the Kindergarten, 
the Hub and small groups so that they will be faithful and effective in all that they do. 
 
We ask that you will encourage all Christians to be persistent and faithful during lockdown and that they will 
in turn seek to encourage their neighbours, people living on their own and lonely people.  
 
We ask for your protection to be upon Christians living in Afghanistan; help them Lord, to be faithful and 
courageous, we pray. We ask that your church in Afghanistan will grow and be a witness to your kingdom of 
love. 
 
We pray for the students at Carey College that they may grow in knowledge and understanding of your Word 
and its teachings. Bless the lecturers and staff also that they may be faithful and confirming in their example 
to the students. 
 
May your grace and peace be with us. 
 
We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus our Saviour. Amen  
  

http://www.viewpure.com/KB4KcleYiWM?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/KB4KcleYiWM?start=0&end=0


                                                                                                                                                           (Jo Lima) 
 
“When I try to imagine how the Woman at the Well felt as she realised that Jesus knew everything 
about her – this song comes to mind. It is so simple, and yet such a poignant reminder of the nearness 
of our Creator. Jesus knew all about the woman’s story – just as he knows all about our story. And 
perhaps now is a good time to be reminded of that truth while we are in lockdown as we may be in 
need a fresh reminder that we’re not alone or forgotten. He knows us.” 
 

He Knows My Name 
 
Verse 1     Chorus 
 
I have a Maker    He knows my name 
He formed my heart   He knows my every thought 
Before even time began  He sees each tear that falls 
My life was in His hand  And hears me when I call 
 
Verse 2 
 
I have a Father 
He calls my His own 
He’ll never leave me 
No matter where I go 
 
Bible Reading  
 
John 4:1–26 (NIV) 
 
1 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more disciples than 
John—2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left Judea and went back 
once more to Galilee. 
 
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the 
journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 
 
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples 
had gone into the town to buy food.) 
 
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 
drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have 
asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
 
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living 
water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also 
his sons and his livestock?” 
 

https://av3057-gmail.tinytake.com/msc/NTc2MzYxNl8xNzc1NTU5NQ


13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I 
give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” 
 
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to 
draw water.” 
 
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
 
17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 
 
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 
 
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but 
you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
 
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 
for salvation is from the Jews.23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
 
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain 
everything to us.” 
 
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
 
Sermon                      (Pastor Brian) 
 

 
Who are Children of God? – Text (pdf)  

 
Who are Children of God? - Audio 

 
 

 
  

https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/whoarechildren-god/
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021.08.29-Sermon.mp3


“Church family, followers of Jesus, I hope you find this next worship song to be a true expression of 
your heart. In all that we do as a family, certainly maturity in Jesus is our hearts desire. It’s the desire 
God’s Spirit is working within us. With this in mind, let this next song allow you to express your 
incomparable love for our Saviour.” 
 

Is He Worthy? 
 

Verse 1       Verse 2 
Do you feel the world is broken   Is all creation groaning 
We do       It is 
Do you feel the shadows deepen   Is a new creation coming 
We do       It is 
But do you know that all the dark   Is the glory of the Lord 
Won’t stop the light from getting through  To be the light within our midst 
We do       It is 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new Is it good that we remind ourselves of this 
We do       It is 
 
Chorus 1      Verse 3 
Is any one worthy     Does the Father truly love us 
Is any one whole     He does 
Is any one able to break the seal and open the scroll Does the Spirit move among us 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave  He does 
He is David’s Root     And does Jesus our Messiah 
And the Lamb of God to ransom the slave  Hold forever those He loves 
Is He worthy      He does 
Is He worthy      Does our God intend to dwell again with us 
Of all blessings and honour and glory   He does 
Is He worthy of this 
He is 
 
Chorus 2      Ending 
Is anyone worthy     Is He worthy 
Is anyone whole     Is He worthy 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll He is 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave  He is 
He is David’s Root 
And the Lamb who died to ransom the slave 
From ev’ry people and tribe every nation and tongue 
He has made us a kingdom and priests 
To God to reign with the Son 
Is He worthy 
Is He worthy 
Of all blessing and honour and glory 
Is He worthy 
Is He worthy 
Is He worthy of this         
He is 
  

http://www.viewpure.com/DMWrAqMWhWs?start=0&end=0


Final Prayer and Benediction                                                                          (Sue Dickie) 
 
Lord God, You have promised to never leave us nor forsake us. We pray that You will help us to cling to that 
promise each day of this lockdown. In our church family we have around 40 people who live alone. Be very 
close to each of them, Lord; be their companion. We take a few moments now of quiet to bring them to our 
minds and to You. 
 
Protect those who do live with one or more people from speaking harshly or showing frustration in other 
ways. Help them to support and encourage each other, to laugh together, cook together, sing together and 
enjoy their days in a new way. May those who are working from home be enabled to juggle well everything 
that demands their time. 
 
We pray for the leaders of our country to make wise decisions and for all of us to comply and be patient. 
Draw our nation back to You, Almighty God. We thank You for Christian radio and television, and ask that 
lonely, hurting and fearful people of all ages will find these programmes and receive Your peace and seek to 
know You. 
 
Please protect and bless all those in essential work. Help teachers and lecturers to inspire all the school 
children and tertiary students with on-line lessons; to be a positive influence in their lives, and enable 
parents and caregivers to assist and encourage. 
 
Heavenly Father, help us to share Your love in whatever way we can while staying at home. 
 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all. Amen 

 


