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Sermon, Who are children of God?                                                    Brian D Lima 
 
Introduction 
 
Jesus pointed to his disciples and said, “…whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister…” (Matthew 12:50). Many of us can testify that in our own walks with Jesus 
that he has helped us better understand this truth. Jesus’ followers become like family to us. 
Chris Johnson, who shared the gospel with me and mentored me as a young Christian became 
like family to me. And we need these kinds of kindred relationships as we walk with Jesus. In 
my first steps with Jesus, there were times of doubt and frustration. These were times when 
Chris, like an older and wiser brother was a great source of help. 
 
I remember his brotherly help especially through my early days as a Christian. Becoming a 
Christian in Hawaii, I flew out to see my family in Massachusetts, eager to tell them about 
Jesus. I was convinced that they would love him and receive Him just as I had. To my great 
disappointment, they were not receptive to Jesus and even worse, they thought I my views 
were naïve! My hopes of seeing my family walk with Jesus were crushed. I felt like a failure! 
When I returned to Hawaii for work, there was Chris revealing a glimpse into the compassion 
and patience of Jesus as he helped me process my disappointment. Memories like these 
remind me of what Jesus said about his disciples being his brothers and sisters. 
 
But what does our spiritual brother and sister look like? From what background do they come? 
What socio-economic category do they fall under? What level of education or social 
refinement? You can guess my intent, but I’m struck at how narrow my own focus is when I 
consider befriending fellow brothers and sisters in the Lord. And I’m virtually blind when I 
consider those who haven’t yet come to follow Jesus. I rarely look at those who don’t yet 
follow Jesus the way that Jesus did of the Samaritan woman at the well. 
 
In our Scripture passage today, we see Jesus approach not a Jew, but a Samaritan; not a man, 
but a woman; not a believer in Israel’s religion but in her own. And yet, he knows her to be His 
sister.  
 
1.) Like a Brother to a Sister, Jesus Expects to Receive Help 
 
In John 4:1–9, we see that Jesus is traveling from Judea to Galilee, which takes him through 
Samaria. We know that Jesus was truly tired from the journey and so stopping at a well, he 
asked a Samaritan woman there to draw up some water for him to drink. Jesus isn’t only asking 
as a means of telling the woman about the gift he is to all humanity. He isn’t using some kind 
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of Socratic method of asking questions in order to draw out the truth. He is asking because he 
is thirsty and tired. He is asking the Samaritan woman because he sees her as a sister and 
expects that she would serve him just as he would serve her. He values her ability to draw a 
bit of water from the well to quench his thirst. 
 
But she doesn’t see him as a brother…yet! She sees a Jew and her experience with the Jews 
has told her that they don’t associate with Samaritans even more with Samaritan women! She 
doesn’t see a brother asking for help, she sees a “foreigner” from a community that typically 
looks down upon her people. So she asks, “How can you ask me for a drink?” 
 
2.) Like a Brother to Sister, Jesus Longs to Help 
 
In John 4:10–14, Jesus replies, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, 
you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” His reply illustrates that 
just as he would ask for her help so she can ask of him. Jesus is thirsty and asks for help. He 
then tells her that she should also ask from him and he will give to her the resources God has 
given to him. Jesus will give better water; living water.  
 
Notice that he hasn’t just put it plainly to her that he is God’s Son, the Light of the world. His 
next line isn’t that she is a sinner from birth and doomed to judgement. No, he has a brotherly 
heart; a shepherds heart. He guides her with the truth that she already knows, the truths that 
God has already implanted in her heart. 
 
The Samaritan woman is shocked! First that a Jew is speaking to a Samaritan woman and now 
this same person will give her water from God! Now she calls him “Sir!” It’s possible that her 
heart is already warming to Jesus. She then points out that Jesus doesn’t have anything to 
draw water. She then points to the well and says “Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” Note the 
familial connection the Samaritan woman is making between herself and Jesus. She asks if 
Jesus is greater than “our father Jacob.” God is bringing to memory truths which unify the Jews 
with the Samaritans; shared genealogy.  
 
The woman wonders if Jesus is greater than Jacob. He replies that those who drink from this 
water, the water Jesus asked from her, will again be thirsty. But there would never be thirst 
again for those that received the water that Jesus gave. “Indeed,” Jesus said, “the water I give 
them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Jesus has asked like 
brother to a sister for water to quench his thirst. And he has told her that he would freely give 
to her, if she asks, water which would give eternal life.  
 
3.) Like a Brother to a Sister; Jesus Reveals Her Spiritual Thirst 
 
In John 4:15–18, the Samaritan woman finally asks Jesus for help! She says, “Sir, give me this 
water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” She still is unaware 
of the gift Jesus will give to her, but she reveals her need to him. She doesn’t want to “keep” 
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returning to the well to draw water. But Jesus will give to her something much more important 
than this. Jesus will now turn to the woman’s spiritual thirst. 
 
He tells her to get her husband. Jesus knows her. He knows that she has a spiritual thirst, but 
rather than telling her something she already knows, he allows the truth to slowly reveal 
itself. The woman replies, “I have no husband.” Although this is true, the topic will be a difficult 
one for her to be confronted with. She has had difficulty in relationships. Jesus then uncovers 
her deep thirst for God. He says that even though what she has said is true, the deeper truth is 
that she is thirsty for love. In her rebellion against God, she has tried to quench this deep thirst 
for union with God through relationships with mere men. She has had five husbands and she is 
with another man who isn’t her husband. No doubt if Jesus had said this at the very beginning 
of their meeting, it would have seemed harsh even if it were true. Instead, as a brother, he has 
asked to receive help from her and, if asked, would freely reciprocate. Jesus has taken the 
truths that she has brought up in discussion; the need of water, the desire to stop drawing 
from the same well and now her relationships. And he has walked with her to the point of 
showing her great thirst for God. 
 
4.) Like a Brother to a Sister; Jesus Reveals God’s Source of Spiritual Water 
 
In John 4:19–24, the woman now calls Jesus a prophet! Her thirst for God is revealed so she 
seeks to draw from Jesus truth about God. “Where should we be worshipping God,” she asks. Who 
are the children of God; the Jews or the Samaritans? The people groups who worship on the 
mountain or in the Temple? For Jesus, neither of these choices are correct. Although society 
had seen the divisions between the Jews and Samaritans as the only choices of worship, Jesus 
points the woman to truth. Although salvation is from the Jews, “true worshipers will worship 
the Father in Spirit and truth.” Jesus has spoken in another way the same truth found in 
Matthew 12:50, “…whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister…”  
 
5.) Like a Brother to a Sister; Jesus Draws Her to Spiritual Water 
 
In John 4:25–26, we see that the woman who once called Jesus “Sir” and “a prophet” is now 
asking about the Messiah. Sensing now that she can be restored to God by worshipping in 
Spirit her heart is draw to her hope; the Messiah who will explain all truth. Now that this truth 
has been drawn out of her heart by the Spirit, now that her great thirst for the love of God has 
been revealed, Jesus is ready to serve her eternal waters. Jesus simply says, “I, the one speaking 
to you—I am he.” 
 
Jesus, the true brother who seeks to serve his spiritual brothers and sisters regardless of 
culture, regardless of gender, regardless of any quality that people typically have biases 
against. Jesus, the brother who receives from others, but who offers heaven itself.  
 
Application 
 
What’s our application for today? 
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1.) Give and receive as brother and sisters. 
 
There is a vulnerability that comes naturally within our families. We tend to ask for help when 
we need it and to help when asked of us. If your sibling is moving house and needs help, we 
naturally lend a helping hand. But do we ask for help from our spiritual family? Even more 
pertinent to today’s reading, would we ask those not yet walking with Jesus for help? Or do we 
think we have to present as having no need from those more disadvantaged than ourselves?  
 
Know, that Jesus is calling us this week. He is calling us to be filled with his Spirit and be open 
to asking others for help. Are you lonely and in need of company? Call whoever Jesus puts on 
your heart and ask if they can talk to you. Even better, is Jesus calling you to call someone who 
isn’t yet walking with him to ask them for help? Jesus wants to show everyone that God has 
given them ability to serve others. He wants to show this truth through you. When we show 
our vulnerability with others, it reveals the truth that we are not God; we are not the source of 
spiritual water they need.  
 
Call a friend who doesn’t yet walk with Jesus. Call a family member. Ask them to help you with 
whatever need you have. In your discussions tell them that you wish you could give to them 
from what God has given freely to you. Share your life in such a way that shows others that 
you are equal with them but have something from God that would bless them eternally.  
 
2.) Trust the Spirit is drawing others to truth. 
 
Let’s also remember that it is the work of God and his Spirit that draws people. Let’s remember 
Jesus words in John 6:44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them.” 
When we do speak with people let’s not think that we have to direct the conversation. Let’s 
engage with others in truth but in a way that connects where others are at.  
 
Lately I’ve been meeting very gifted people from around the North Shore who volunteer in 
agencies that serve our neighbourhoods. As you may know I’m also cooperating with the 
Milford Residence Association in hopes of developing a resilience program to explains what 
those in our community should do in case of emergency. Recently I was approached to 
consider connecting with the police stations on the North Shore as a possible volunteer 
chaplain. All of these are doors that God has opened, not that I would give all of my time to 
these efforts, but that I would know how to ask for help from the many resources provided. 
And what do I have to offer the many people in these agencies, but the message of Christ; 
eternal life in the Son; the Gift from God. May I follow the work of the Spirit as he draws 
people to the Father. May we all follow the work of the Spirit this week as he draws us to 
those he is already working in.  
 
3.) Serve your “family” 
 
For Jesus, this Samaritan woman was a sister. She was family. When Jesus arrived, she 
eventually came to worship God in Spirit and truth. When we consider all the people you see 
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on the North Shore, in Milford, who do we see? Do we see brothers and sisters being drawn by 
God’s Spirit or do we see people just as others do? Are we only looking at the surface or are 
we seeing others spiritually as the Spirit guides? 
 
This week may we not see a difference between cultures, social status or gender. May we 
worship God in Spirit and truth. Being united with Jesus, our brother and Lord, may we, with 
him, seek others God is drawing to himself. 
 
Before I came to believe in Jesus, I was a reckless, wild and foolish young man. But that is 
where Jesus met me. He didn’t wait until my life was more refined. He approached me as a 
brother, gently guiding me to himself. He revealed himself through my friend Chris. Where 
were you when Jesus came into your life?  
 
Finally, let me end today with Paul’s reminder to us on our state before we came to faith in 
Jesus. Paul said, “26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But 
God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and 
the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is 
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast 
in the Lord” (1 Cor 1:26–31) 
 
Conclusion 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, we believe that your Holy Spirit seeks to fill us to reveal in us the resurrected life 
of your Son, Jesus. We believe that he is calling us to see others spiritually and not just materially. 
We believe that he will call us, even this week, to reach out to others; to ask for help from others, 
but also to give what you have given to us in your Son. May we be your worshipers in Spirit and 
truth. In Jesus name we pray. Amen! 
 


