
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE, SUNDAY 5 September 2021  (FATHERS’ DAY) 

 
Welcome!                                                 (Larry Robbins) 
 
GOOD MORNING!  Welcome to this virtual service from MBC. It is Father’s Day today though 
with the current lockdown restrictions those who live remotely from their fathers may not be 
able to celebrate the day as they would wish. However if this is the case, please feel free to 
share this service with your father as we mark the day in our worship service.  The songs and 
hymns today have been chosen by men of the church. 
 
Call to Worship                                  (Brian Lima) 
 
“Let us worship our Heavenly Father today! Who is like Him? Who is faithful and merciful like 
our Father who gives us each day our daily bread? Who is as patient as He? Who never fails to 
remember the poor or afflicted? Let us worship the one and true Father who created us! Let us 
give Him the praise He deserves!” 
 
Psalm 68:4–6; 19–20 
 
4 Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, 
    extol him who rides on the clouds; 
    rejoice before him—his name is the Lord. 
5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, 
    is God in his holy dwelling. 
6 God sets the lonely in families,  
    he leads out the prisoners with singing; 
 
19 Praise be to the Lord, to God our Saviour, 
    who daily bears our burdens. 
20 Our God is a God who saves; 
    from the Sovereign Lord comes escape from death. 
 
Praise be to God! 
 
Prayer                                         (Peter McNee) 
 
Accept O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the 
splendour of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for 
the mystery of love. 



 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us 
on every side. We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. We thank you also for those 
disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.  
 
We thank you for connecting us to your people around the world through Ross and Cindy  
Meyer in Bangladesh, Chris and Catherine Corin and their work in Central Asia, Issam and 
Jounana in Lebanon, the doctors and nurses on Mercy Ships, Andy Banks in Scripture Union in 
NZ. Lord you know the needs of these and the many others you have connected us to.  We 
thank you that we are partners with them.   
 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his word and the example of 
his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through 
which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of 
your kingdom. 
 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through 
him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen 
 

(Modified from the Book of Common Prayer) 
 
                                                         (Song Chosen for Michael Leach, Introduced by Brian Lima) 
 
“This first song was chosen because of a conversation I had with Michael Leach before 
Lockdown. I was looking through worship songs as I was preparing for Sunday service, and I 
played this song by Matt Crocker and Ben Fielding. Michael really liked it and asked about the 
title of the song the next time we met. So, I thought I would choose this song for Michael so 
that we might be blessed by his faith in God. May his faith in Jesus encourage us to walk with 
Him more closely today.” 
 

This I Believe (The Creed) 
 
Verse 1      Chorus 1 
 
Our Father everlasting   I believe in God our Father 
The all creating One    I believe in Christ the Son 
God Almighty     I believe in the Holy Spirit 
Through Your Holy Spirit   Our God is three in One 
Conceiving Christ the Son   I believe in the resurrection 
Jesus our Saviour    That we will rise again 
      For I believe in the Name of Jesus 
 
 

http://www.viewpure.com/GDeA-SAlklU?start=0&end=0


Verse 2     Chorus 1 
 
Our judge and our defender  I believe in God our Father 
Suffered and crucified  I believe in Christ the Son 
Forgiveness is in You  I believe in the Holy Spirit 
Descended into darkness  Our God is three in One 
You rose in glorious life  I believe in the resurrection 
Forever seated high   That we will rise again 
      For I believe in the Name of Jesus 
 
Bridge     Chorus 2 
 
I believe in You   I believe in life eternal 
I believe You rose again  I believe in the virgin birth 
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord I believe in the saints’ communion 
     And in Your holy Church 
     I believe in the resurrection 
     When Jesus comes again 
     For I believe in the Name of Jesus 
 
           (David Payne) 
 
“The reason I chose this song is because whenever I sing it, I feel the Lord’s presence. Thank 
you for giving me the opportunity to choose this song … blessings” 

 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

Verse 1 
 
When my way growth drear 
Precious Lord, linger near 
When my light is almost gone 
Hear my cry, hear my call 
Hold my hand lest I fall 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home 
 
Chorus 
 
Precious Lord, take my hand 
Lead me on, let me stand 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn 
Through the storm, through the night 
Lead me on, to the light 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home 
 

http://www.viewpure.com/PwNo3z4yaE8?start=0&end=0


Verse 2 
 
When my work is all done 
And my race here is run 
Let me see by the light Thy hast shown 
That fair city so bright  
Where Lamb is the light 
Take my hand, precious Lord, let me home 
 
Chorus 
 
Testimony                                     (Stuart Gaze) 

(Listen to Stuart’s testimony here) 
 
On Father’s Day it is good to reflect on our human fathers. My father, together with my mother, 
was a strong example to me of a faithful Christian, serving God in the church and in the 
community. I thank God for his influence on my life. 
 
It’s also good to reflect at any time on our Heavenly Father’s goodness to us. In recent months 
I have been inspired by Stuart Townend’s musical version of the 23rd Psalm. 
 
The 23rd Psalm is a reminder to me of how God guides and protects us, and I think it expresses 
very well my testimony of God’s love and care for me. Jesus is my good shepherd—he supplies 
my every need, he provides me with a place to live and food to eat (green pastures), he guides 
me even when life is calm (still waters), he “restores my soul” in times of challenge and 
anxiety, he leads me in the right way, he is with me in times when I am fearful, have lost a 
loved one or when I’m facing difficulty, he blesses me (“anoints my head with oil”) and gives 
me joy (“my cup overflows”) and he promises me goodness and mercy all my life. A wonderful 
set of promises which I have trusted in, in my walk of faith. 
 
Recently I have refreshed my memory of the words of Psalm 23, and I use it whenever my 
mind wanders off into negativity or impure thoughts, to reset my mind on things which are of 
heavenly importance. 
 
Also, in the last few days God has reminded me of my need to have the “fruit” of patience, 
which only the Holy Spirit can give—to be patient with the Government and its advisors as we 
wait for the Covid lockdown to finish, and to be patient with people that I have contact with 
day by day. 
 
I encourage you to listen to the You tube of the 23rd Psalm I mentioned before, two or three 
times. Let it soak into your mind and soul and go back to it regularly to bring you 
encouragement and inspiration in these challenging times. 
 
As the words of the song say, “I will trust in God alone; For his endless mercy follows me.” 

https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.05-Testimony.mp3
http://www.viewpure.com/-eIQQayhpak?start=0&end=0


                                                                                                            (John Cavander) 
 
“This is a powerful, meaningful personal prayer of petition, reaching out in trust and faith, to a 
deeply, caring, ever-loving, heavenly Father. Words in the petition such as ‘yours alone,’ 
‘forever,’ ‘never,’ – do earnestly express that deep compassion to a loving Father.” 
 

Abba Father, Let Me Be 
 
Bible Reading       John 4:27–42                                                             (Larry Robbins) 
 

Listen to the reading 

The Disciples Rejoin Jesus 

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one 
asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, 
see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the 
town and made their way toward him. 

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 

33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” 

34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you 
have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! 
They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for 
eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows 
and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the 
hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labour.” 

Many Samaritans Believe 

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with 
them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers. 

42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard 
for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.” 

 
 

http://www.viewpure.com/5rPGn_KTYuU?start=0&end=0
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.05-reading-John-4.mp3


 
Sermon                               (Brian Lima) 
 

Sermon  - Praise the Father (pdf) 
Sermon – Praise the Father - Audio 

 
 

 (Ross Parker) 
 
“This modern hymn is one of my favourites, with the lyrics beginning to describe how far my 
Heavenly Father went in restoring us to His family—even turning His face away from Jesus on 
the cross. That God Himself was prepared to do this—His only Son, because of the sins of you 
and me laid upon Jesus, is beyond our comprehension. The Bible says that it was not the nails 
that held our Saviour to that cross, but Jesus’ willingness to be a sacrifice for mankind; for you 
and I. 
What an amazing God we serve, and call Father. What a joy it will be to praise Him for all 
eternity , and to commune with Him as we should.” 
 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
 
Verse 1     Verse 2 
 
How deep the Father’s love for us,  Behold the man upon a cross, 
How vast beyond all measure,  My sin upon His shoulders; 
That He should give His only Son  Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
To make a wretch His treasure.  Call out among the scoffers. 
How great the pain of searing loss I t was my sin that held Him there 
The Father turns His face away,  Until it was accomplished; 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One      His dying breath has brought me life 
Bring many sons to glory.   I know that it is finished. 
 
Verse 3 
 
I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart – 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 
  

https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sermon-20210905-Praise-the-Father.pdf
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.05-Sermon.mp3
http://www.viewpure.com/z65YxhqY0_E?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/z65YxhqY0_E?start=0&end=0


Benediction                                                  (Brian Lima) 
 
“…thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves 
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.” 
 

1 Corinthians 15:57–58 
 
 
 


