
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE,       SUNDAY 12 September 2021   
 
Welcome!                                  (Larry Robbins) 
 
Well, friends, we remain in lockdown and it seems likely that there will be some form of these 
restrictions for some time. We trust that these virtual services may be of some comfort to you 
and that, along with resources such as Rhema, Shine TV and so on, your spiritual needs are 
being met. We again encourage you to contact Pastor Brian, Sue Dickie or any member of the 
Leadership Team if you have concerns or need prayer.  
 
As soon as we are able we shall gather again though it seems likely that, initially at least, 
there will need to be various modifications made to the way we meet together and worship. 
We will advise arrangements as soon as we are able. 
 
Members and friends of the church have contributed to the service today and Catherine Corin 
has provided a brief update for the ‘missions slot’.  May something in the words you read, 
those you hear, or the songs and music you listen to, be a blessing to you today. 
 
 
Call to Worship                                  (Eileen Warth) 
 
A warm welcome to all to our worship service today, and well-done to any who may be 
linking-in for the first time.  It is a new day, full of hope and full of thankfulness for our Lord’s 
presence with us day by day. 
 
Painted on the wall, high above the altar in the church of my childhood years, was verse 9 of 
Psalm 96, “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” It was helpful that the script was in Olde 
English, allowing my mind to slow down as I struggled to firstly work out what it said, and 
then to ponder its meaning.  Week by week, and year by year, the serenity of the beauty of 
holiness encompassed me as I came to worship. Psalm 96 is a wonderful Call to Worship. It 
reassures us that our Lord reigns in righteousness, and encourages us to share. People, earth, 
sky and sea are all called to rejoice!  What a privilege to come and worship Him in the beauty 
of holiness.   
 
Psalm 96: 9–13 (NKJ) 
 
Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Tremble before Him, all the earth. 
 



Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns; 
The world also is firmly established, 
It shall not be moved; 
He shall judge the peoples righteously.” 
 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
Let the sea roar, and all its fullness; 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it. 
Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice 
before the Lord. 
 
For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. 
He shall judge the world with righteousness, 
And the peoples with His truth. 
 
Offering Prayer                     (Rosemary Cavander) 
 
Lord our heavenly Father, we bring ourselves into your presence today. We thank you for your 
omnipresence – You are with us no matter where our location is and we can claim your promises, 
that you are a faithful God, who is always with us and a God whose love never fails. All around us 
there seems to be so much upheaval, natural disasters hurting millions of people world-wide, 
warfare, corrupt governments, the Covid 19 pandemic, and Christians being persecuted for their 
faith, but in all, we know that You, O Lord are in control and nothing can separate us from your 
amazing love.  
 
As a group of believers we come to you today, to worship, honour You and give thanks for keeping 
us safe day and night. In our own country we give thanks for the essential workers who are working 
so hard and conscientiously to help our country fight the effects of the Covid, and daily are willing 
to go to those most in need in our hospitals, vaccination centres and testing stations. We pray that 
you will give wisdom to our Prime Minister and health authorities, and the Police, so that our 
country can move forward safely, to better days ahead. 
  
We thank you that we can support our MBC folk – particularly those who are finding it hard in 
lockdown, those in pain and sickness, those facing loneliness, not being able to have physical 
contact with their loved ones and friends, and those who are recovering from recent surgery. We ask 
that You, by your Holy Spirit, to quicken to us those who need a contact – especially by phone or by 
email. 
 
Lord, you are a shield to those who take refuge in You. You are our Sustainer, our Provider, and our 
Strength. In every trial we go through, we accept that You are refining and moulding us to be the 
people you want us to be – salt and light to our families, friends and in our communities. We know 
how blessed we are when we seek You, Almighty God. 
 



A prayer for our tithes and offerings – Lord we acknowledge that all is yours, and weekly we can 
give back to you a small portion, with thanks. We pray that these finances will be used wisley by 
the church, that they be put for Christ’s glory wherever we as a church serve, here in NZ, and also 
for the monies that go towards those we support on the mission fields overseas. May they all have 
Your protection, and the power and wisdom to support those they are ministering to, particularly 
those who are in dangerous and critical situations. 
 
Now, as we continue this church service on-line, we thank you for the worship of songs/hymns that 
glorify Your Name, and for the sermon that Pastor Brian will deliver to us. Give us an understanding 
of Your Word and help us to identify its purpose for us as individuals and as part of the body of 
Christ. 
 
You, O God are our King of kings, Lord of lords, and our loving Father in heaven. Thank You for Your 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and for infilling us with Your Holy Spirit. We pray through our precious 
Jesus.  
 
Amen! 
 
                                                                    (Song Introduced by Brian Lima for Des Bate) 
 
“When asked which song he would like to submit for our Sunday service, Des Bate’s first and 
only reply was, How Great Thou Art. When I asked how he might like to introduce the song or 
why it was the song he chose, Des said, ‘Look at the words!’  
 
It is nice to see Des back to normal as he continues to mend at home! May this song and these 
important words of worship encourage us in our walk with Jesus.” 
 

How Great Thou Art 
 
                                                                                            (Barbara Parker) 
 
“This song is a special song for me as when my father-in-law passed away, it made me aware 
that he was God’s and God’s alone and God knew his time was come to be with Him, even 
though for us left, it did not feel right.  
 
As I think of what is happening around the world today and here in Auckland, I am aware that 
it is still God’s divine plan and providence that situations happen and as the song says,  all the 
best and worst of things that happen will not change God’s plan.” 
 

God, and God Alone 
 

Verse 1: 
God, and God alone, created all these things we call our own 
From the mighty to the small the Glory in them all is God's and God's alone 

http://www.viewpure.com/PdE_NKyY_o0?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/SMbHljAUKVU?start=0&end=0


 
Verse 2: 
God, and God alone, reveals the truth of all we call unknown 
And all the best and worst of man won't change the Master's plan. It's God's and God's alone 
 
Chorus: 
God, and God alone, is fit to take the universe's throne 
Let everything that lives reserve it's truest praise for God and God alone 
 
Verse 3: 
God, and God alone ,will be the joy of our eternal home 
He will be our one desire Our hearts will never tire of God and God alone 
 
Chorus: 
God and God alone, is fit to take the universe's throne 
Let everything that lives reserve it's truest praise for God and God 
Let everything that lives reserve it's truest praise for God and God alone   (Repeat Chorus) 
 
Mission Update         (Catherine Corin) 
 

Update from the Corin Family (pdf) 
Update from the Corin Family (audio) 

 
                                                                                                                                     (Jane Robbins) 
 
“Like the singer in the next hymn, we are at home, avoiding getting caught in the pandemic, but 
maybe suffering other problems of isolation, boredom, loneliness. But the song reminds us that we 

can still find peace as we navigate these obstacles by remembering that we can lean on the Lord.” 
 

It is Well With My Soul 
 
Bible Reading       John 5:1–15                                     (Jo Lima) 

 
Listen to the Reading 

The Healing at the Pool 

5 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in 
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded 
by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the 
lame, the paralyzed. [4] 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus 
saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked 
him, “Do you want to get well?” 

https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.12-UPdate-Corin-1.pdf
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.12-Missions-Update-Corin.mp3
http://www.viewpure.com/tHFJF8olRSg?start=0&end=0
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.12-Scripture-Reading.mp3


7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I 
am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he 
picked up his mat and walked. 

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who 
had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 

11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ” 

12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” 

13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that 
was there. 

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 
something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was 
Jesus who had made him well. 

Sermon                                         (Brian Lima) 
 

Sermon – Jesus Rewards Faith (pdf) 
Sermon – Jesus Rewards Faith (audio) 

 
                                                                                                           (Stuart & Catherine Gaze) 
 
“We have chosen [this song] because it encourages us all to have persistent faith in God.” 
 

Have Faith in God 
 
Verse 1: 
Oh Lord You lead me by the still waters 
Quietly restoring my soul 
You speak words of wisdom the promise of glory 
The pow'r of the presence of God 
 
Chorus: 
Have faith in God 
Let your hope rest on the faith 
He has placed in your heart 
Never give up 
Never let go of the faith 
He has placed in your heart 
 

https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sermon-20210912-Jesus-Rewards-Faith.pdf
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.12-Sermon.mp3
http://www.viewpure.com/PvX39KKI5HY?start=0&end=0


Verse 2: 
Oh Lord You guide me through all the darkness 
Turning my nights into day 
And You'll never leave me never forsake me 
The pow'r of the presence of God 
 
Benediction                                           (Brian Lima) 
 
(May Christ) dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may 
be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
 

Ephesians 3:17–19 


