
 
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE, SUNDAY 19 September 2021   
 
 
Welcome!                                 (Larry Robbins) 
 
“As we pass another week in lockdown, it is our prayer that this virtual service may be a blessing to 
you. Various members of the church are again participating and sharing. God is with us wherever we 
are, however we are dressed and whether participating early in the morning or later in the day. 
May you be richly blessed today and in the coming week.” 
 
 
Call to Worship                                  (Clive Rhodes) 
 
“As we commence our worship this morning let us consider the opening verses of Psalm 91: 
 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say of the Lord ‘He is my refuge and my fortress,  
my God in whom I trust.’ 

 
With these statements, let us put other thoughts to one side and give Him our full attention, for He is 
worthy of all our consideration, especially in these times of both world-wide difficulties and personal 
stress here in this city under Level 4. 
 
Before we go onto the latter verses of this amazing Psalm, let us reflect on these words from C.H. 
Spurgeon, ‘It is not the length of your prayer, but the strength of your prayer which wins with God, and 
the strength of prayer lies in your faith in the promise that you have pleaded before the Lord.’ 
 
Let us now consider the promises that the Lord has, in His own words, laid before us: 
 
14 ‘Because he loves me,’ says the Lord, ‘I will rescue him; 

I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 
15 He will call upon me and I will answer him; 

I will be with him in trouble; 
I will deliver him and honour him. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him  
and show him my salvation.’ 

 
Let us now worship our amazing and loving God who is our Father.” 
  



Prayer                                                          (Serene Hu) 
 
Our Loving Heavenly Father, 
You are full of grace and mercy. 
We desire to worship you, adore you, exalt you, honour you and bless you. 
We thank you for enabling us by your Holy Spirit to have clean hearts, a good conscience and sincere faith to 

be able come together albeit not physically, but in spirit today. 
We thank you for protecting us from COVID-19 infections, from the great disasters that are happening in 

other parts of the world—floods, fires, earthquakes and wars. 
We thank you for being able to live in peace and quietness, seeking to be godly and holy. 
We thank you for the freedom to read your Word. 
We thank you for our leaders at MBC—for their enthusiasm in seeking You and serving You. 
We thank you that Des is getting better every day from his injuries. 
Thank you for enabling David Speary to have his hip surgery and for the care he is receiving and Northbridge 

hospital. 
Thank you that Rob Bellingham is tolerating his chemo and radiation therapy. 
Thank you for protecting our overseas missionaries and providing for their needs. 
Father we want to pray for our members who have no access to the internet and thus not being able to join 

us. 
We pray for Pat Jagger that she will be comforted by your presence, that she will find relief for her pains from 

medications given to her. Be near to her, Oh Lord. 
Father many are experiencing isolation and loneliness. Help us to look up to You, Our salvation and focus 

our minds and hearts on You. 
Father we pray for the new converts in our community that your Holy Spirit will continue to teach and guide 

them in knowing you. Prompt us Lord to know how to help them to do so. 
Father we pray for Christians in Afghanistan, Myanmar, Lebanon, Libya and many other countries who are 

suffering under persecution and oppression. 
We pray for refugees in their millions trying to seek safety, food, water and shelter. Lord, you are loving and 

merciful—answer according to their cry in spite of their being ignorant that you are God who created 
everything and who will answer to their cry for help. 

Above all Lord, we pray that the gospel will reach them and lead them to repentance and come into Faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

We love you Lord. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.                                                            Amen! 
 
 
Prayer for The Offering                                                       (Serene Hu) 
 
Heavenly Father, 
Great is Your Faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies we see. 
All that we need your hands have provided and much more. 
You are a good God! 
We offer but a small token of what we have received. 
May you find in us a cheerful heart as you enable us to give for the extension of Your Kingdom and to meet 

the needs of your people. 
May you grant wisdom to those who are responsible for managing the finances of the church. 
Thank you Father in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ! 
                                                                                                                                                          Amen! 



Song #1 [To God Be the Glory]            (Vladimir & Katarina Miskovic) 
 
“Classic hymns like To God Be the Glory are timeless. The lyrics are full of meaning, and the music is 
majestic and triumphant. There is so much to be praised about our Lord every day.” 
 

To God Be the Glory 
 
 
Song #2 [Jesus, What a Beautiful Name]                                                                                    (Alison Hiew) 
 
“I chose to share this song Jesus What a Beautiful Name, which comforts me during times when I feel 
‘speechless’ with all the ups and downs in life and I am ‘speechless,’ at a loss of words. But I praise God 
for his faithfulness in my life. As I experienced the power of the name of Jesus in many ways, I can only 
praise Him in everything good and bad. 
 
Praise the Lord! My 52 years old brother professed Jesus as Lord of his life. It was a long wait after all 
his years as the prodigal son. But God is faithful & merciful, he now prays and give thanks in Jesus’ 
name.” 

 
Jesus What a Beautiful Name 

 
 
Testimony                                     (Kaleido Liong) 
 
“Kia Ora Church, 
 
It’s my real privilege to share my testimony and hope it will be a reminder of God’s goodness to all of 
us and how blessed that we are in this unprecedented time.  First, I would like to give you a brief 
background of myself, how I come to Christ, how blessed that I am with Him and hope you would take 
great joy of reading my testimony! 
 
I was born in Hong Kong with Mum and Dad and 2 younger brothers. My family doesn’t believe in 
Jesus. Mum and Dad believe in Chinese traditional religion, which include the worship of local gods 
and ancestors. On every special occasion according to the Chinese Calendar, my Mum would spend lots 
of money preparing big feasts, buying incense sticks and paper money as burning offerings to Wong Tai 
Sin – the name meaning the “Great Immortal Wong”, Kwun Yam, the “Goddess of Mercy”, Guandi the 
“God of War” to guard the family from evils. It was hoped in return that prayers would be answered, 
and we would be blessed with good fortune. There were also activities like getting advice from 
fortune-tellers and Feng Shui masters. As you can see how confused I was as a young girl to 
understand how the concepts of gods, customs and other religious practices intertwined. I was 
sceptical about God. 
 
I can’t recall when was the first time I heard about Jesus. It’s a gradual process. My Mum was very 
protective of us from going out with friends when we were young, not to mention going to Sunday 
Schools. Eventually, I went to some Christian schools for Intermediate and High School. I remembered 
we had assembly at school hall before the first lesson would start every day. We would say a prayer 
and sing hymns before returning to the classroom. There was also a subject for Bible studies, where I 
learnt more about bible stories. Unfortunately, not a lot of students enjoyed the lesson. The teacher 
was very strict and hardly saw her smile! There was a bit of pressure to prepare a chapter beforehand 

http://www.viewpure.com/6xPAF0YlY5A?start=0&end=0
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for the lesson. One by one, we would be called up to stand and translate each line of the Bible story, 
which was written in English to Cantonese, bearing in mind that we were trying to master the English 
language at the time. Some of my classmates were not good in English and their panic buttons kicked 
in 15 minutes during the recess right before the lesson starts. They would get hold of me and asked me 
about what the story was about. Very soon, I had made lots of friends with “poor English.” There was 
time that I couldn’t do direct translation easily from the context of English to Cantonese, especially 
when trying to describe some ancient events or customs in Jesus’ time! I misunderstood some and 
turned out to be jokes. I remembered I was motivated to prepare a chapter in advance in order to save 
that public humiliation of my friends in class. Maybe that’s how God prepared me to know more about 
Him. 
 
Some of my friends are Christian and I was invited to attend some gatherings but it was a constant 
struggle for fearing that I would upset my parents. God has just brought me closer to him each step of 
my life. I decided to go overseas to further my studies in 1990. Mum had just finished a NZ tour with 
her friends that year and realized it’s a peaceful country with a beautiful study environment. As I can 
recall, it would certainly be not have many distractions back in the 90’s when all the shops closed at 
5pm on Queen Street at the heart of the city. For me, I just wanted to leave home and got away from 
my parents, the further the better. NZ seemed to fit into the criteria being at the bottom of the world 
and not many people know where it was or they mixed it up with Australia. LOL! Now I know where 
the rebellion of my teenaged daughter came from!  
 
When I was studying in Auckland University. I attended St. Paul Church in the city. I felt alone and 
empty at times as one of few foreign students here. I started going to church nearby on Sundays and 
met some other overseas students, too. I felt the warmth and welcome, especially among those elderly 
church members. They were so kind and supportive to young people.  I started to open up myself to 
experience the goodness of God. 
 
I learnt who the true God is. He is love, the unconditional love! I do not need to burn thousands of 
paper money or offer Him something on earth in order to be blessed by him. For him, He knows our 
hearts and actions. He forgives our mistakes. He is always gentle and kind. I decided to follow Christ 
and made my public declaration through baptism. 
 
After I graduated from university, my parents decided to immigrate to NZ and once again my whole 
family are all here with me. This time I could not escape! Praise to the Lord with his kindness, placing 
my family to a safe place free from political uprising and the wide spread of Covid. I learnt He has 
given me the best. 
 
I learnt that He may not answer every prayer instantly, but I know He is with me. There was a time that 
my heart was troubled. I prayed when I was driving and I longed for the comfort of a Christian song. I 
did not pre-set any Christian channel in my car radio but I randomly reached out to the radio button 
with my left hand, hoping to find a different frequency with a Christian song while I was driving with 
my another hand and my eyes fixed on the road. A Christian song suddenly tuned in. I could barely hear 
it clearly, so I parked my car aside and tried to adjust the channel slightly up and down for a better 
reception. After that I couldn’t ever find the same frequency again. That was an instant comfort to 
know God is with me! 
 
Before I know Christ, I was sceptical and self-centred. Now, I am married with 2 lovely girls, Chelsea 
and Chloe. I know Christ is real and He is with me always. I do not need scientific proof of his 
existence. I changed my perspectives. I don’t trust in my own efforts anymore because I know that God 



will take care of me. We were so blessed in many different ways, and I hope my testimony will be a 
blessing to all of you! 
 
Noho ora mai” 
 
 
Song #3 [You Say]                               (Song chosen by Chelsea Liong,  introduced by Brian Lima) 
 
“When I asked Kaleido if Chelsea could choose a song for today, she came back with this song by 
Lauren Daigle. Kaleido also said Chelsea, ‘can’t celebrate her 18th birthday in September due to 
lockdown!’ When I asked when her birthday was, Kaleido said the 20th… that’s tomorrow! Let’s all listen 
with open hearts to our younger sister’s faith in Jesus.” 

 
Lauren Daigle – You Say 

 
 
Bible Reading      John 5:16–23 (NIV)                                                         (Graham Judd) 
 

Listen to the Reading 
 
The Authority of the Son 

16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17 In 
his defence Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” 

 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 
calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what 
he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the 
Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be 
amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is 
pleased to give it.  

22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honour the 
Son just as they honour the Father. Whoever does not honour the Son does not honour the Father, who sent 
him. 

 
Sermon                                             (Brian Lima) 
 

Sermon - Honour the Son (pdf) 
Sermon – Honour the Son (audio) 

  

http://www.viewpure.com/sIaT8Jl2zpI?start=0&end=0
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.19-Scripture-Reading.mp3
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sermon-20210919-Honour-the-Son-1.pdf
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Song #4 [Yet, Not I but Christ in Me]               (Brian Lima) 
 
“‘What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer. There is no more for heaven now to give,’ are the very first 
lines of the song I’ve chosen. The song of worship reflects today’s passage in that it shows that the 
Father gives all to and through the Son. Let us be filled with the Spirit and worship with full hearts the 
gracious and giving heart of God.” 
 

Yet Not I but Christ in Me 
 
 
Benediction        
 
24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without 
fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

Jude 1:24–25 
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