
 
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE, SUNDAY 26 September 2021   
 
Welcome!                                 (Larry Robbins) 
 
“This week we moved one step forward to being able to meet together again. Let it be our 
continued prayer that our health authorities gain control over the pandemic so that life may 
return to a sort of ‘normal’ as soon as possible. Once we know when we will be moving to 
Level 2, and under what constraints, we will advise our people. 
 
As I have been assisting Pastor Brian with making these services available, converting the 
videos to make them accessible in these sheets etc, I have been fascinated by the variety of 
the music chosen by the various members of our church family. Some of them would not be 
suitable for congregational singing, some may not be precisely to our taste, but all are 
extremely meaningful to those who chose them. I guess that an advantage (if there is one!) of 
the lockdown is the ability to explore the wonderful diversity of our people through music! 
   
Whether you are a member of the church, or a regular attender, or have been passed this 
service by a friend (or even have stumbled across it on the internet!) may it be a source of 
blessing to you. May you be richly blessed this week, and may you be a blessing to someone 
else this week.”  
 
Call to Worship                                 (Murray Beck) 
 
Psalm 121 
 
I lift up eyes to the hills – 
Where does my help come from? 
 
My help comes from the Lord, 
The Maker of Heaven and earth. 
 
He will not let your foot slip- 
He who watches over you will not slumber; 
 
Indeed, He who watches over Israel 
Will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 
 



The Lord watches over you –  
The Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 
The sun will not harm you by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 
 
The Lord will keep you from all harm –  
He will watch over your life; 
 
The Lord will watch over your coming and going 
Both now and for evermore 
 
This is a psalm that worshippers sang as they approached the temple to worship and so it can 
apply to us. Just as the unchanging hills reminded them of God, and his faithfulness and care 
we can reflect on that as we come to worship today.” 
 
Prayer                                (Katarina Miskovic) 
 
Dear Lord , make yourself known to us today through our worship, our prayer, and our 
understanding of Your Word. 
 
Heavenly Father, in whatever way we have sinned against you and disobeyed your word and 
instructions, please show us mercy according to your loving kindness and forgive our sins. 
 
According to your Word we are your lights in this dark world and we pray that through our words 
and our lives others might be drawn into your family, and they will accept you as their Saviour and 
Lord. Help us to be your light in the Milford community. 
 
Lord, your Word speaks promises of healing and restoration, and we thank you for the miracles you 
still perform today. We claim those promises over our sick brothers and sisters. We believe in the 
healing power of faith and prayer. Please reach down and surround them with your peace and 
strength and give them the faith to believe that all things are possible for You. 
 
For those suffering because of their Christian faith, may your Holy Spirit fortify them with the 
courage to remain strong in faith, as well as with the compassion to forgive their persecutors. 
 
Father, good leaders, come from you. Our nation needs leaders with discerning hearts and wise 
minds. We come to you today asking you to help our leaders lead this nation in the right direction. 
Let our leaders be people who honour your holy name for it is only from you that they will get true 
wisdom. 
 
Lord, help us to be a community that fears you, a nation that is not afraid to acknowledge that you 
are the true living God. Help us to stop looking at worldly solutions and to focus on You. It is only 



through worshipping you in spirit and in truth that we will be able to have knowledge and 
understanding about the issues of life that are affecting our nation and world around us. 
 
Our Creator, we thank you for blessing us with the incredible beauty of your creation. Lord, make us 
diligent to preserve what you have given us. Help us, as individuals and collectively as a nation, to 
be wise stewards of your creation. Help us not to destroy the beauty and function of what you have 
entrusted to us. 
 
Let the peace of God rule in our lives. May the love of God surround and empower us. May the joy of 
God sustain us. In Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour we pray.                                                 AMEN 
 
Offering Prayer                                 (Katarina Miskovic) 
 
Thank you, Lord, for being a generous Saviour. All things were created through and for You. 
According to the Bible, we are instructed to bring our tithes or offerings into your storehouse. You 
will then open the heavens and send blessing after blessing. Accept the gifts that are offered to you. 
AMEN 
 
Song “Way Maker”                                        (Keith Morgan) 
 
“Sung by Sinach (Sin-Arch), ‘Way Maker’ conveys her sincere praise and faith in the Lord in a 
setting that is truly delightful. 
 
While we are restricted from face-to-face fellowship, I join with you all in the faith that we will 
be together again and that the Lord will help us to do so.  The solutions to our current 
problems are all encompassed in the words of this song, encouraging us to have continuing 
faith in the Lord. 
 
Cheers and Blessings” 
 

Way Maker 
(the lyrics can be found here) 

 
 
Song “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                                                      (Graham Judd) 
 
“Some members of our congregation may be spending lockdown on their own. Here is a hymn 
of encouragement. It reminds me that Jesus is the best friend I could have, and I can bring any 
problem, temptation, sin that might be burdening me to Him, He will always be there. And 
there are times when I try to carry those burdens myself. I must learn to bring them to Jesus, 
and lean on Him in times when I feel alone in this world. Praise His name! 
 
What a friend we have in Jesus.” 
 

http://www.viewpure.com/n4XWfwLHeLM?start=0&end=0
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/leeland/waymaker.html


What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
(the lyrics can be found here) 

 
Testimony                                (Maurice Warth) 
 
“Praise God for praying mothers!  My earliest memory of “carrying everything to God in prayer” 
is that of my mother, praying at the foot of my bed.  And I praise God too, for all the Sunday 
School teachers and Bible Class leaders, who over the years, nurtured and developed my 
understanding of the Christian faith and how Jesus came in loving kindness to be the way, the 
truth and abundant life for those who believe.  And I did believe, wholeheartedly. 
 
On leaving school I took up a carpentry apprenticeship.  Jesus’ stepfather was a carpenter, and 
I took a measure of satisfaction as I hammered and sawed my way through the years, that 
Jesus himself was almost certainly familiar with my trade.  The firm I worked for in those early 
days, was a Christian firm, the boss and foreman both being members of the same church as 
myself.  However, the day came when the foreman took me aside and said, “Maurice, you are 
not acting as a sincere Christian.”  This hurt me a wee bit, but I knew he was right.  I had been 
very much enjoying the social life of teenage years in the security of my Bible Class 
friends.  With this man’s wise counsel and love and concern for me, he helped me take my 
Christian walk more seriously.  It was a lunch hour I will never forget.  Kneeling down in the 
wood shavings, I formally committed my life to following Jesus and from that time, began 
reading my Bible with renewed dedication. 
 
Once out of my apprenticeship, I entered the Order of St Stephen as a voluntary worker, and 
gave a year of my life to building and renovating Methodist campsites around New 
Zealand.  Rahotu in Taranaki, Lake Rotoma in Rotorua and Porirua come to mind.  There were 
highs and lows in this experience.  It really was a time when it was a privilege “to carry 
everything to God in prayer” and I was happy working for the Lord. 
 
The years passed, and when my body started protesting about the physical work I was putting 
it to, a career change seemed inevitable.  I had been a Boys’ Brigade officer for some years at 
this stage, and working with young people was a secure field in which to be involved.  And so, 
it was off to Training College to train as a woodwork and technical drawing teacher.  Looking 
back, I am surprised that I spent more years as a teacher than I did as a carpenter.  There were 
many Christian teachers at Rodney College, Wellsford, where I taught for 27 years, and the 
great fellowship and friendships that grew there, exist to this day. 
 
My faith in God is unwavering, and as the years pass, I continue to be grateful for His leading 
and guidance in every aspect of my life.  God has always brought people of faith into my life, 
from childhood to my senior years.  He is with me, all the way!” 
 

http://www.viewpure.com/znWu2HCJ92c?start=0&end=0
https://library.timelesstruths.org/music/What_a_Friend_We_Have_in_Jesus/


Song  “Oh, the Mercy of God”                                                                         (Pam Hull) 
 
“Several years ago, Geoff Bullock fell from grace very publicly and for the next few years was 
in a spiritual wilderness.  Then God called him, forgave him and tenderly restored him.  The 
result was the CD You Rescued Me, which contains many worship songs which speak of God’s 
mercy and grace to us.  I chose this beautiful song because the words say it all and because I 
am overwhelmed constantly by the fact that through His mercy He saved me and by His grace 
He will keep me.” 
 

Oh the Mercy of God 
 
 
Bible Reading                John 5:30–47                                     (Jim Milmine) 
 

Listen to the Reading 

30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please 
myself but him who sent me. 

Testimonies About Jesus 

31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid. 32 There is another who testifies in my 
favour, and I know that his testimony about me is valid. 

33 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34 Not that I accept human testimony; but 
I mention it that you may be saved. 35 John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose 
for a time to enjoy his light. 

36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very works that the Father has given me to 
finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who 
sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his 
form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39 You diligently 
study the Scriptures  because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very 
Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

41 “I do not accept praise from men,, 42 but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God 
in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else 
comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe if you accept praise from one 
another yet make no effort to accept the praise that comes from the only God? 

45 “But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes 
are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But since you do 
not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” 

http://www.viewpure.com/GZXl2Iw502A?start=0&end=0
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.26-Scripture-Reading.mp3


 
Sermon                                       (Brian Lima) 
 

Sermon – Sharing the right testimony (pdf) 
Sermon – Sharing the right testimony (audio) 

 
 
Song  “Because He Lives”                                          (Glenis Maindonald) 
 
“Here is a song that means a lot to me, and I hope it will minister to yourselves and the 
congregation in these uncertain times.” 
 

Because He Lives 
 
 
Benediction                                             (Brian Lima) 
 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing 
to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

Colossians 3:15–17 
 

https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Sermon-20210926-Sharing-the-Right-Testimony.pdf
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2021.09.26-Sermon.mp3
http://www.viewpure.com/LB3un06HUSY?start=0&end=0

