
 
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE, SUNDAY 3 October 2021   
 
Welcome!                                 (Larry Robbins) 
 
“The government is holding out a promise that we may move to Lockdown Level 2 next week. 
Let us hope and pray that the levels set will permit us to meet without any restriction -More 
about this in the weekly electronic newsletter.   
 
God, through Jesus, has made us a number of promises. Promises somewhat more certain than 
those of earthly governments! May the Lord’s promises to you be of comfort this week ”  
 
 
Call to Worship                           (Rodney Duncan) 

Video – Call to Worship 
 
“I have chosen this psalm—Psalm 86, verses 1–10—because in the space of just 10 verses it 
talks about our own personal relationship with God, and the fact that He is also God of all the 
Nations. 
 
In these days of uncertainty isn’t it good to know that God is concerned with us as individuals.  
I know that I need God’s mercy, forgiveness and His presence and forgiveness, and I think you 
do too.   
 
But the Psalm goes on to talk about the fact that He made the nations and that one day they 
will all come and worship as God. 
This week I have read of two Baptist Pastors in Myanmar murdered by the military, and 
Christians in Afghanistan murdered by the Taliban.  It is certainly good to remind ourselves 
that God is still God, and one day all the nations will acknowledge and worship Him. 
 
As we read the Psalm, and worship together this morning, let’s remember He hears, listens and 
answers our prayers, and that all the nations will come to Him, for He alone is God.” 
 
Psalm 86,   A Prayer of David. 
 
1 Hear me, LORD, and answer me, 
    for I am poor and needy. 
2 Guard my life, for I am faithful to you; 
    save your servant who trusts in you. 

http://www.viewpure.com/IAyF2tj5kw4?start=0&end=0


You are my God; 3 have mercy on me, Lord, 
    for I call to you all day long. 
4 Bring joy to your servant, Lord, 
    for I put my trust in you. 
 
5 You, Lord, are forgiving and good, 
    abounding in love to all who call to you. 
6 Hear my prayer, LORD; 
    listen to my cry for mercy. 
7 When I am in distress, I call to you, 
    because you answer me. 
8 Among the gods there is none like you, Lord; 
    no deeds can compare with yours. 
 
9 All the nations you have made 
    will come and worship before you, Lord; 
    they will bring glory to your name. 
10 For you are great and do marvellous deeds; 
    You alone are God. 
 
Song: He Will Hold Me Fast                                                                               ( Jo and Brian Lima) 
 
“In our call to worship today, Rodney reminded us that, ‘In these days of uncertainty isn’t it 
good to know that God is concerned with us as individuals.’ In the uncertainty of these days 
there remains really only one unmoveable truth, God’s hold on us in Jesus. This next song was 
chosen to emphasize just that! It starts, “When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me 
fast.” Let’s lift up our voices as we sense Jesus’ work in us to keep us steady in these uncertain 
times.” 
 

He Will Hold Me Fast 
 
 
Prayer/Offering                                        (Eileen Barclay) 
 
“O Lord, our Lord, Your greatness is seen in all the world, Your praise reaches the heavens...We 
thank you for all the beauty that surrounds us – the spring flowers, the magnificent sunsets, the 
twinkling stars, the warmth of the sun, the soaring birds and the affection of our pets. How thankful 
we are that You, the Creator of such a magnificent universe, can love and care for each one of us 
when we are so small and insignificant in the scheme of things.   We thank You that You, the 
everlasting God never grow tired or weary, that You care for us as a shepherd, gently leading. 
 
O Lord, we so often fall short, in our words or deeds, and we ask Your forgiveness, and thank You 
for the gift of Your Son who willingly bore the penalty for us. Thank You for Your glorious Grace, 
that the free gift of Your Son sets us free. 
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O Lord, we thank You that You have a plan for our lives, and we ask that You will enable us to fulfil 
it.  Soften the hardness of our hearts that we may be productive soil. Help us to be faithful and 
fruitful, to draw on Your strength. We thank you for the armour You have provided and ask that we 
will use it diligently to enable us to serve you. May we understand the wonderful truths in Your 
Word, allow Your Spirit to control our lives and fulfil Your desire that we should be one. 
 
O Lord, we thank you that we can bring our petitions to you. We bring before you all those in our 
Church Family who are not well, those who are frail and needing care and those who look after 
them – uphold them O Lord.  We think particularly of Jim Clark and ask that the right arrangements 
will be made for him and that You will grant him peace.  We ask for right decisions and healing for 
Robert Simmons’ pelvis.  We ask too for continued healing for David after his operation. We 
remember those who have been bereaved and ask that you will comfort and uphold them. We thank 
You that we can pray for those in our individual families with needs, especially praying for those 
overseas like Lisa and her bone marrow transplant and recovery, and Jason and his depression, that 
it might be lifted. We pray for the young people of our Land that they may turn to You and that You 
will raise up folk to lead them. 
 
O Lord we pray for this lovely country of ours, that You will raise up more Christian leaders – we 
ask that You will guide those in authority over us now, that they may make wise decisions for us 
and in their dealings with other countries. We remember those affected by floods, earthquakes, 
eruptions, those affected by strife and the Covid pandemic and pray they may get the relief they 
need and that Covid might be brought under control. 
 
O Lord, may we join with our fellow Baptists and pray that our lives will bring praise and glory to 
Jesus, that we would look to You and rely on Your strength and power, that we would have spiritual 
wisdom and discernment as we go about our work, and that You will encourage our families and 
keep them safe in the things that they do. O Lord we ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
O Lord, we thank You for all that You have endowed us with.  We are so fortunate in this land, and 
we ask that we may use all that You have entrusted us with wisely.  Accept these offerings that we 
return to You, and we ask that they will be used wisely for the furtherance of your Kingdom in this 
place. For we ask it in Jesus’ Name.                                             Amen.” 
 
 
Song “How Great Thou Art”                                                               (Denys and Fay Ryland) 
 
“This song”, says Denys, “says it all!” 
 

How Great Thou Art  
 
Testimony                                (Sylvia Corin) 
 

Listen to Sylvia’s testimony 
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“The story of the feeding of the 5000 in the gospels is very special to me. As a modern day 
disciple of Jesus, He too wanted me to feed people who needed nourishment. Like the 
disciples of old, who in this story, wanted to send the people away, to feed themselves, after 
hearing Jesus’ teaching, I wanted to do the same, but Jesus had other ideas! He wanted to 
show His divine power, using the disciples to feed the people, so that they would all glorify 
God and it’s the same today. All the disciples had to do was obey Jesus and believe that He 
knew what He was doing, displaying their complete obedience and trust in Him. I had a similar 
experience believing, obeying and giving Him the little that I had, so that it could be 
multiplied in His hands.  
 
After returning from the mission field in the Solomon Islands, Frank obtained a job in Rotorua, 
where we lived for 3 years and where we became part of the Baptist church there. One day a 
lady who I didn’t know, came up to me and asked me if I would lead a ladies Bible study in a 
Maori hostel in town. As this was completely out of my comfort zone, I said “No.” I was a 
young mother with three small children, and Chris was only a year old so I felt that my gifts 
and time were well taken up in the home, caring for the family. However, the lady persisted, as 
she thought I was the right person to do this, but she continued to get the same response from 
me! Finally she asked me to pray about it which is what she should have said at the 
beginning!  
 
During our 5 years on the Mission Field, which was in a very lonely, isolated place, I had 
experienced the voice of the Shepherd, as in John 10, speaking to me directly as we faced 
difficulties. This was a new experience in my Christian walk but one that has continued with 
me ever since. The next day in my quiet time, I asked Him what He wanted me to do. At the 
time, I was reading in Mark’s gospel chapter 6, in the Living Bible, which tells the story of the 
feeding of the 5000. In verses 35, 36 and 37, it said “Late in the afternoon his disciples came 
to him and said, ‘Tell the people to go away to the nearby villages and farms, and buy 
themselves some food, for there is nothing to eat here in this desolate spot, and it is getting 
late.’ But Jesus said, ‘You feed them.’” The “You” was in italics so stood out! 
 
When I read those words, immediately I knew that Jesus wanted me to feed those Maori ladies. 
Even though I felt inadequate for the task, it was with great joy instead of my previous 
reluctance, that I set aside the time to sit at His feet each week and receive the words that He 
wanted me to share with those ladies. What a turn around and the lady got a real shock when I 
told her that I would do it, with a smile on my face! Each Tuesday morning, I set off in the car, 
with one year old Christopher, to drive to the hostel and share what I had received from Jesus, 
the day before. I have never forgotten that experience, as I stepped out for the first time to 
trust, obey and serve others. He stirred up a gift in me that I never knew I had and I went on to 
lead ladies Bible groups in Papua New Guinea, Tonga, India and here at Milford Baptist. With 
what little we have, in His hands, He can multiply it for His glory, and I thank Him for allowing 
me to be a part of His purpose and plan for this hungry world.” 
 
 



Song  “I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace”                               (Elizabeth and Peter McNee)  
 
“The hymn I have chosen comes from 2 Timothy 1:12 and was the verse given to me at my 
baptism many years ago.” 
 

I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace 
 
Bible Reading                John 6:1-15                                           (David Speary) 
 

Listen to the Reading 

6 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the synagogue; in 
fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to 
God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you 
this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I did not tell 
you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to him who sent 
me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I have 
said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he 
will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about 
sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned. 

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only 
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me 
that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That 
is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 

 
 
Sermon                                       (Brian Lima) 
 

Sermon – God’s Mercy to All (pdf) 
Sermon – God’s Mercy to All (audio) 

 
Communion – The Lord’s Supper                                   (Brian Lima) 
 
“Let us look at the Lord’s Supper as an example of God’s great mercy on humanity. The bread 
that was multiplied for all is like this bread that we take in the Lord’s Supper. This bread and 
wine is food from heaven that is for anyone who would receive it. And when we take of the 
elements, we are to see in these elements his mercy to us until he returns. Reflect on this and 
God’s word, which states… 
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23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he 
was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my 
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper he 
took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.’26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23–26)” 

 
 
Song  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                               (Brian and Jo Lima)
   
“‘There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea…There is no place where 
earth’s sorrows, are more felt than up in heaven’ are just a few of the lyrics in the hymn that I 
have chosen. The lyric match well with today’s passage. And as many in our church have said, 
there is great encouragement in seeing an entire congregation, a church family, sing out their 
praise to God. I hope our faith in Jesus is strengthened through this song of the incomparable 
mercy in our Heavenly Father.” 
 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 
 
Benediction                                             (Brian Lima) 
 
“Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 
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