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Sermon,  “Honour the Son”                                                                                               Brian D Lima 
 
Introduction 
 
As we grew up with our brothers and sisters, we saw a pattern, or principle, emerge between us and 
our parents. We saw that those of us who desired to follow their parent grew in favour with them. It’s 
not that the parent loved them more than their other children, but those that followed were given 
greater authority. By that I mean they could ask for special allowances. Couldn’t they stay up later? 
Couldn’t they go out for a special event with their friends? Couldn’t they borrow something that 
belonged to the parents? As our brothers and sisters followed more closely our parents, so they were 
honoured with more responsibility. 
 
In my family, I have just one older brother. Even though he is only two years older than me, he was 
often asked to take care of me when we were growing up. When I was about five, we were living in a 
southern state in American called South Carolina. We lived in a trailer temporarily because my father, 
who was in the military, had just relocated to a military base nearby. We had a dirt road from our 
trailer to the mailbox. My brother and I had a large sit-in plastic car and he would push me to the 
mailbox while I steered the car. He pushed me to the mailbox, and I was supposed to push him on 
the way back home. Of course, I wasn’t able to do that well because he was bigger and heavier than 
me! 
 
Being an older brother wasn’t always an advantage! But I noticed, even at a very young age, how he 
grew by following our parents’ suggestions and desires for him. A special bond grew that I thought at 
the time was more love for him than me, but as I grew older, I realized it was not more love but more 
of a connection to their lives. What do I mean? Because my brother was older than me, he got the 
opportunity to share in more of the things our parents did. They had authority and yet they shared 
this power to make decisions with us as we grew and matured. Our parents took care of us, they were 
responsible. And as we grew, they shared that part of their lives with us by giving us responsibilities 
as well. Our parents had money, and yet they allowed us to make decisions on how that money was 
spent as we related and followed them.  
 
Every son or daughter when they are young and think their parents are without fault hope for the day 
when someone will say, “You are just like your father…or mother.” It is our hope that over time we 
would be just like them. It’s our hope that we would share in their honour in the eyes of others.  
 
But what happens when we get older? What happens when we realize our parents are not perfect, 
when we realize their flaws? We may do more than disobey, we may no longer look up to them or 
follow them; we may no longer want to share in their life. We take our lives into our own hands and 
decide for ourselves what to do. It becomes very difficult to follow anyone else after this, doesn’t it? 
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What could we tell children today that would help them to not make the same mistakes in their lives? 
We could tell them about their heavenly Father. We could tell them that beyond their parents who 
are there to protect and mentor them, is a heavenly parent who is perfect, who is loving and who 
hopes to give us Himself and all that He has to them. Today’s passage will reveal God’s heart to share 
all that He has with us. 
 
Context 
 
The events in today’s passage takes place just after Jesus heals the invalid man at the pool of 
Bethesda. This was the event we went through in last week’s sermon. Through that event we saw that 
Jesus was a greater pool of healing than the one the invalid man was seeking. The man who was 
afflicted for thirty-eight years was suddenly and miraculously healed be believing and receiving Jesus’ 
words, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk!” But at the end of the event, we saw that the Jewish 
leaders were upset that this had taken place on the Sabbath. These religious leaders of Israel had a 
rigid code to follow on the Sabbath and this code had no place for a healing from God! And so, the 
Jewish leaders sought out Jesus to persecute and stop him. Let us turn to today’s passage to find out 
what Jesus’ reply was to them. 
 
1.) Jesus Reveals His Own Father 
 
In John 5:16–18, Jesus’ defense for working on the Sabbath was that he was merely doing the work 
his Father was doing. Of course, the Jewish leaders were angered that Jesus had healed on the 
Sabbath, but what shocked and enraged them the most was that Jesus called God, the Father of 
Israel, his own Father. Now, Israel did call God their Father. In Isaiah 63:16, the prophet declares to 
God, “…you are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name.” Again, in the next chapter, “O 
Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay and you are the potter” (Isaiah 64:8). So, what angered the 
religious leaders? Why did they assume Jesus was making himself equal with the Father? 
 
There are two points that may help us understand their response. First, Jesus said that the Father was 
“his Father.” Jesus didn’t say that God was “our Father.” Jesus wasn’t speaking as if his Father was 
their Father. To be sure, Israel considered God as their Father, but He was the Father of the nation, 
not the Father of individuals. What’s the difference? To Israel, the saw themselves in a network of 
nested-household or family relationships. At the bottom was the biological family line. The leading 
authority in this family was a type of “father” to the family. Above this nested household was the 
national family line. The “father” of this national-level household was the king. At the top of this 
national-level household was God, the Father of all.  
 
Jesus wasn’t calling God, “our Father,” he was calling Him, “my Father,” his personal Father. This 
mirrors what John has said previously in his book, “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only 
Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known” (John 
1:18). 
 
Secondly, Jesus said that he was following his Father by doing work that the Father in heaven was 
also doing. Jesus was saying that he was doing work exactly like the Father was. We might do well to 
remember Job’s difficulty with knowing what the heavenly Father was doing in his life. Job, who had 
no idea what the Father’s will was towards him in regarding his suffering. The book of Job is filled 
with his lament that he does not know what God is doing. And even at the end of the book, God 
doesn’t even answer Job’s questions! Instead, He describes how different He is to Job! Knowing he 
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can never understand what the Father is doing, Job finishes his lament with the words, “Surely I spoke 
of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know” (Job 42:3). But in our passage 
today, Jesus says that he does know what his Father is doing, and he is simply revealing that his 
Father’s work in Israel. Jesus is saying that the Father is revealed through him! 
 
2.) Jesus Reveals His Working Father 
 
In John 5:19, Jesus replies to the Jewish leaders again. And again, he makes it unmistakably clear that 
he and his Father are one. He says that he does nothing apart from his Father. He says that he does 
only what he sees his Father do. In John 6:46, Jesus says, “No one has seen the Father except the one 
who (referring to himself) is from God; only he has seen the Father.” Jesus sees as his Father does. 
Again, in the book of John, Jesus says, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
them” (John 6:44). Jesus sought out those whom his Father was drawing to him. And Jesus knew what 
was in the heart of humanity as the Father did. Remember after Jesus cleared the temple of the 
money changers, many came to believe in him, but he did not entrust himself to them because “he 
knew what was in each person” (John 2:25). The Son sees the Father because he comes from the 
Father and he is one with the Father. Jesus sees his Father at work and follows Him. And Jesus sees 
humanity as his Father does and he does not follow or entrust himself to them. 
 
And what does Jesus see of his Father? His Father is busy working. This brings to memory passages 
like Psalm 121:1–4 where the psalmist declares that his help comes from the Father. He says that the 
Father would never let him fall because the Father always watches over him. The Father will neither 
“slumber or sleep.” The author of Isaiah 40:28–31 describes the Father in the same way saying that 
those who hope in the Father will always renew their strength because the Father will never “grow 
tired or weary.” Jesus sees a Father who, on the Sabbath, is busy working; redeeming that which was 
lost to Him.  
 
What is so breath-taking about this passage is that the Father isn’t described as just telling his Son 
what to do. He isn’t depicted as leaders we experience on earth. Leaders who have become so famous 
and important that they are elevated to mere advisors who command others to do the work for them. 
The job of these types of leaders is to just command. The job of their followers or “children” is to 
obey and work! Jesus sees a Father fully engage in work and calling his Son to join Him! The Father 
sees the man at the pool of Bethesda and he calls the Son to join Him. He calls him to heal the man 
with Him and share in the glory of His name. And as Jesus did this, he shared in that glory. Jesus tells 
the religious leaders of Israel, that he and his Father work on the Sabbath. 
 
3.) Jesus Reveals His Loving Father 
 
Lastly in John 5:20–23, Jesus reveals that his Father shares much more than His work with His Son, 
he shares everything so that the Son would be honoured as He is honoured. The goal of the Father is 
that His Son would share in His glory. His desire is to give all that He has to the Son. The Father gives 
the Son the authority to give eternal life. The Father gives the Son the authority to judge as well. The 
Father gives all that He has to the Son so that all “may honour the Son just as they honour the 
Father.” 
 
This sharing of everything from the Father is later used to describe those who become His children 
through the Son. Paul stresses this in his letter to the church in Rome saying, “Now if we are children, 
then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order 
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that we may also share in his glory” (Romans 8:17). Jesus revealed this sharing of authority to his 
disciples when he gave them “authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and 
sickness” (Matthew 10:1). But it is the book of John that still describes the true oneness, the true 
sharing of lives, that the Father ultimately seeks for all through His Son. Before Jesus’ crucifixion, he 
prayed to his Father. He asked Him to “glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you…(and)…all I 
have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them” (John 17:1, 10). 
Later in the prayer, Jesus then asks that his disciples would experience that same oneness and shared 
glory.  
 
To describe this closeness with the Father, was inconceivable to the Jewish leaders. How could 
anyone be equal with God? Clearly there view of God was wrong because they didn’t know Him. 
Claiming to lead the people of Israel they were “blind guides” leading people to their destruction. But 
the Father was leading the redeemed to glory and an inheritance within His house. 
 
Application 
 
What is our application for today?  
 
1.) Jesus calls us to honour him in order to honour the Father. 
 
Why is it that we’re often afraid to talk about Jesus in our lives? We may have the courage to talk 
about God, because we know others will be more open. We know that by talking about God, people 
can more equally contribute to the conversation. I mentioned this previously from our Alpha course, 
but for many weeks my whole table had lively discussions about their thoughts about God. But when 
I talked about Jesus, suddenly the once active group was silenced. What should I do if this happens? 
Should I revert to talking only about God? 
 
And who is God? There is only one who can describe Him. We know that person is Jesus. If we don’t 
honour Jesus than we don’t honour God. We can’t say that we that we are really being open about 
God if we are not open to speak of Jesus Christ. 
 
This week, when let’s call our friends, speak to them from a distance or connect with others through 
ZOOM, let’s talk about Jesus and not simply God. What is Jesus calling you to do with him this week? 
What is God calling me to do with him this week? Lately, I’ve been thinking more about my personal 
goals as pastor. As I’ve looked through goals and vision statements of churches, organisations and 
businesses, I’ve realized that I’ve limited my walk with Jesus. So much of my discipleship with him is 
based on my fear of failing or embarrassing myself. But because of His faithfulness and through your 
prayers for Jo and me, a goal is slowly being formed. 
 
Whatever goal I’m able to come up with will be based on Jesus. Instead of making it my goal to tell 
others about Christianity, I hope my goal is to walk with Jesus and make him known more and more. 
What if I had a goal of reaching out to as many as I can in the area, speaking in whatever context or 
situation becomes available with the words and life of Jesus as the Spirit leads? If I go out and talk 
only of God, I will be warmly accepted by those not interested in Jesus. But I will be unhelpful for 
those who are open to Jesus. If I go out and talk about Jesus, I will face persecution by those only 
open to generic and vague discussions about “God.” But to those that are truly open to God, I will be 
received with great joy! 
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2.) Jesus calls us to reveal that the Father is always at work. 
 
Jesus said that his Father was always at His work! God is at work right now in us, in the communities 
of the North Shore and around the world. Isn’t it amazing to realize that God is always at work! He 
isn’t the King and Leader who just tells us what to do while He relaxes in heaven. He’s active! He 
never wearies from His work! He’s the one that instantly goes out to rescue the one sheep that is lost. 
He is a Leader that calls us to follow Him. He tells us that He will care for us as we do. He will have 
to because even though He never grows weary, we certainly do!  
 
What is our leadership like? I’ll tell you what mine can be like. If I’ve been working hard all week and 
I’m looking forward to a day off to rest, to completely unplug from tasks, I expect others to focus on 
me. It doesn’t happen deliberately but is more a reaction due to wrong expectations. I expect to rest 
so when I’m asked to do something I’m not expecting to, I don’t lead, I tell! When I’m tired, I tend to 
just tell people what to do so that I will be happy and able to rest. But my telling others what to do 
reflects that I’m no longer resting in the life of Jesus, in the life of the Father. I’m no longer following 
God’s lead, His work. I’m just barking out orders so that others will do what I say so I can be happy. 
 
How about you? Are you being filled with the Spirit, following his lead in our life to glorify the life of 
Jesus in you? Are you taking part in His work with Him or are you just “barking out orders” so that 
others will make you feel better? Most likely, we all experience both in our walk with Jesus. There are 
times when we no longer follow God in His work and when we do tend to become slavedrivers. This 
doesn’t benefit us or the others we hurt. This week, let’s remember that Jesus is calling us to follow 
the leadership of God. We will reflect it the best if others see us busy with Him in His work rather 
than barking out orders to others. 
 
3.) Jesus calls us to share in the Father’s glory. 
 
The Father gave the Son life and authority so that the Son would be honoured just as the Father. How 
is that for a goal for your child? That they would have everything you have! Of course, the Son didn’t 
desire to do his own will, but his Father’s. But the Father’s will was that the Son would share in His 
glory, that he would be honoured as He was honoured. The Father, the Creator of everything we 
know, doesn’t give out resources like we do. He doesn’t keep most of what He has and give us a tithe 
of what He owns. He gives His Son everything. 
 
What does that mean for us? It means that if God makes us His children, His expectations of us are 
great because He desires to give us everything He owns. What are His expectations? That we would 
trust in the righteousness of Jesus and be filled with His Spirit. That we would follow Him completely 
with all our heart. That His will would be done in and through us. What are His desires for us? That 
we would live out the glory He has shared with His Son through us. That we with the Father, Son and 
Spirit would be one. That others would see that glory in us. 
 
Isn’t it true that our own goals of ourselves are so limited? We say, “whom am I” to stand up for Jesus 
in my family, with my friends, in my neighborhood or even the world? Our goals are to be useful just 
like others around us. But is this God’s goal for us? Is His goal to give us everything in heaven so that 
we might be “good” people? Isn’t His goal that we become more like His Son whose life is in us 
through faith? When we think of ourselves as children of God, children promised with an inheritance 
in heaven, we realize that our Heavenly Father hopes for us much more than we do for ourselves. Let 
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us allow the Spirit to bring to memory those brothers and sisters in the faith that have been better 
images of what God is calling us to. 
 
Conclusion 
 
1.) Jesus reveals his own Father…Jesus calls us to honour him in order to honour the Father. 
 
2.) Jesus reveals his working Father…Jesus calls us to reveal that the Father is always at work. 
 
3.) Jesus reveals his loving Father…Jesus calls us to share in the Father’s glory. 
 


