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Sermon,  “Sharing the Right Testimony” [John 5:30–47]                                              Brian D Lima 
 
Introduction 
 
Sharing your testimony, how you came to follow Jesus, can be difficult. Most often, what prevents us 
is our own low self-esteem. Would others really be benefited from hearing our story? This is 
especially true when we think about people who have more money, more power and more discipline 
in their lives than we do. But maybe some of us do have both a testimony of coming to faith in Jesus 
as well as a bit of money, social influence and discipline in our lives. But even then, isn’t it still a 
challenge to share with everyone we know what Jesus as done in our lives? 
 
I’m reminded of the account in Luke 18, where a wealthy ruler comes to Jesus for help. He asks what 
he can do to inherit eternal life. Jesus reminds him of the commandments in Scripture; do not murder, 
do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false witness, do not defraud and honour your 
father and mother. This very disciplined and impressive ruler says, “Teacher, all these I have kept 
from my youth!” Imagine the religious discipline of this wealthy ruler. Certainly, his acquired wealth 
and authority practically illustrate the result of tenaciously following God’s commands in Scripture. 
Although this ruler is more religiously disciplined than most, he still lacks one thing. Jesus tells the 
ruler to sell all he has, give it to the poor and to follow him. The ruler walks away disheartened. 
 
Jesus turns to his disciples and says that it is very hard for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God. The 
disciples are amazed! This ruler is surely a model of religious devotion to God! He has kept the rules 
of the law since he was a youth. His devout life of discipline has surely rewarded him with authority 
and wealth. If he can’t be saved, who can? We find ourselves agreeing with the disciples! When we 
meet people more impressive than us, we may think, “What have I to offer to them? Certainly, they 
have more faith in God or truth than I do!”  
 
But do we think this way because we don’t understand the difference between faith in Jesus and 
religious discipline? Are we thinking about faith the way we ought or are we no different than the 
wealthy ruler or the disciples? Today’s account of Jesus compares testimonies: the testimonies of 
Jesus and the Jewish leaders. Let us pray that our understanding of Jesus causes us to testify the way 
he did and not like the Jewish leaders. 
 
Context 
 
First, it’s important to be reminded of the context of today’s passage. Two Sundays ago, we looked at 
the account in John of Jesus healing an invalid man by the pool of Bethesda. The weakened man 
couldn’t get into the pool, which was hoped would heal the man. Jesus finding the man to be open to 
faith, commands him to take up his mat and walk. The man is instantly healed. The Jewish leaders see 
that the man has been healed and sensing a challenge to their religious authority try to find a way to 
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discredit the miracle. They note that the healing has come on the Sabbath, which, for them, discredits 
the miraculous event.  
 
Last week, we saw how Jesus responded to Jewish leaders. He said that he was doing the work of his 
Father, who was showing him what to do. Sensing a more damnable accusation to level at Jesus and 
his miracle, the Jewish leaders accuse Jesus of heresy. He has dared to call God, the Father of the 
nation of Israel, his own personal Father! What right had Jesus to say such a thing? How could he 
make such a testimony? 
 

1.) Jesus Doesn’t Bear Witness About Himself 
 
In John 5:30–32, Jesus says that if he testified about himself, then his testimony would be untrue. 
Why would it be untrue? He says that it would be untrue because he could do nothing on his own. He 
gives an example. Jesus says that when he judges someone or heals someone, like the invalid man at 
the pool of Bethesda, he is revealing the truth of his Father not of himself alone. That is, he receives 
from the Father both judgment and authority. Jesus does not testify to his own will, his own 
judgment, or his own authority. Jesus testifies to the will of the Father alone. 
 
But what does this mean that Jesus testifies to the will of the Father alone? We might do well to 
remember the account of Abraham in Genesis 15. In this account an old Abraham worries that God 
had not given him children to inherit all that God had given him. Abraham looks at himself, an old 
man. He looks at his wife, too old for bearing children. The only option for him, as far as he can see or 
understand, was that all that he had would go to someone else’s family. Abraham is barren in a sense, 
completely unable to achieve the promise God had given to him previously. In Genesis 12 we read 
that promise: God says, “To your offspring I will give this land.” Now in Genesis 15, Abraham cannot 
see how he is to fulfil this promise! But again, God promises that Abraham will have a son, “who is 
your own flesh and blood.” Abraham believes the testimony of God and…God credited to him as 
righteousness. Abraham’s testimony of what God will do in him has nothing to do with himself. He is 
barren regarding fulfilling this promise. He simply trusts the testimony, the promise, of what God will 
do through him. What is the result? In Genesis 21 we read that God was “gracious to Sarah as he had 
said…(and)…Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age.” 
 
In our passage today, Jesus is expressing this same truth. He is telling the Jewish leaders that he is 
not bearing witness about himself. He is simply a servant, an empty vessel. Remember what Paul said 
of Jesus’ mindset in relation to the Father. He said Jesus… 
 

“being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God something to be used for his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death— 
even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:6–8) 
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Jesus does not testify about himself because he is a servant, an empty vessel that just does what his 
Father tells him to do. But we see who testifies regarding the truth of the Kingdom of God in both the 
account of Abraham and in our account today. Jesus reveals the Father’s testimony. 
 

2.) The Father Bears Witness in Jesus 
 
We know that the Father testifies to his Kingdom through the Son, but doesn’t our passage say that 
John the Baptist testified about the Son as well? Jesus says in verse 32 that there was another who 
testified about him. Verse 33 starts with John the Baptist as the subject. Is Jesus saying that he 
receives the testimony of John and the Father? We find the answer to this question in verse 34. Jesus 
says he does not receive the testimony of any man or woman. But John did prepare the way for Jesus 
didn’t he? How is it that Jesus says that he didn’t receive the testimony of John? Remember the 
barrenness of Abraham or how Jesus was described as an empty vessel in Philippians. John wasn’t 
testifying about Jesus as if John was able to attain knowledge of Jesus on his own or through his own 
religious effort. Rather, the Father was testifying about his Son through an empty vessel named John. 
The Father testifies about the Son through John. In a sense, the Jewish leaders were getting a glimpse 
to the testimony of Jesus in chapter one of John’s gospel. The Father testifies that Jesus “was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…(and)…in him was life, and that life was 
the light of all humankind.”  
 
What is interesting is that Jesus says of the Jewish leaders that they rejoiced in the light of John the 
Baptist’s testimony. Jesus seems to say that they received, in some way, John’s ministry. We will look 
at what this might mean in the next section of the passage, but we can conclude already that the 
Jewish leaders didn’t receive God’s testimony through John the Baptist. They did rejoice in the light 
that John’s ministry brought, but they didn’t receive God’s testimony. They must have received 
something different.  
 
Maybe they were only listening to parts of John’s message. Maybe they found appealing the radical 
call for repentance. In Luke 3, we remember John saying to the crowds… 
 

“Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food 
should do the same…(and to the tax collectors)…Don’t collect any more than you are required 
to…(and to the soldiers)…Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your 
pay.” 

 
Maybe these disciplined and wealthy Jewish leaders found in these teachings a pathway to greater 
religious discipline and therefore greater religious glory. 
 

3.) Jewish Leaders Bear Witness About Themselves 
 
In John 5:38–47, this seems to be what Jesus says about the motives of the Jewish leaders. They did 
rejoice in the light of John the Baptist’s ministry, but they desired to use this light for their own 
benefit, not God’s. Jesus warns them that they “search the Scriptures because (they) think that in them 
(they) have eternal life.” That is, the very words of God that testify to the Son are being used as 
means of earning for themselves eternal life. They are removing the intent of the Scriptures and 
choosing only those things they thought would help them achieve their own goals. 
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What is the goal of quest for earning eternal life? Glory. They seek to glorify themselves. That is, their 
search in the Scriptures is to earn eternal life so that they would be glorified in the eyes of others. 
Jesus reveals their motivations when he says that they receive each other when they come in “their 
own name.” This means that if someone comes that has a new insight into how to earn life from God 
they all wish to receive that person to learn from them. Remember how Nicodemus was a model of 
this in John 3? Nicodemus has seen real heavenly power in Jesus’ ministry so he approaches him not 
as the Son of God, but Nicodemus only wishes to receive Jesus as another religious teacher whom he 
can gain insight from. That is, Nicodemus doesn’t want to know what God’s will is for him, he merely 
wants an insight into God’s Kingdom that can adapt for himself. We know this because when Jesus 
testifies to what the Father’s will is, John resists it! 
 
No, the Jewish leaders will only receive humans who are on the same path as they are; the path to 
earn their own eternal life and glory. Jesus says this! He says, “How can you believe, when you receive 
glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from God alone?” The Jewish leaders 
seek out others like themselves in order to secure their distinguished places in society. They think 
their glory in the eyes of others is a glory given to them by God for their efforts. Their efforts are to 
prove that they can draw close to godliness through their own efforts. These efforts become the 
testimonies that they share with others. 
 
Jesus’ testimony is not his own. He doesn’t seek after the testimonies of men or women. He doesn’t 
seek after the glory of others. He only seeks the will, the testimony and the glory of God. He is a 
servant, an empty vessel that seeks to be filled with the Father’s glory alone. 
 
Application 

What is our application for today? 
 

1.) We Have No Testimony 
 
One of the most compelling testimonies I heard about God was given by Saint Augustine. He was 
born in the 5th century and eventually became one of the most influential theologians of his time. He 
said that he led a hedonistic lifestyle and had no desire for Jesus even though his mother was 
zealously follower of Jesus. But one day when he was by himself, he thought he had heard a child 
singing “take up and read.” He took up the Scriptures and randomly opened to a passage in Romans 
13:13–14, which read, “Not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife 
and envying, but put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts 
thereof.”  
 
Augustine marked this occasion as his conversion to follow Jesus. From this pivotal event in his life, 
Augustine went on to argue that salvation is completely a work of God and not of any human. 
Augustine’s salvation was a work of God. He didn’t contribute anything in his become a follower of 
Jesus. Augustine was spiritually barren, dead in sin. God made him alive in Jesus. 
 
There is often, for me, a temptation to connect with people even at the expense of truth. You see this 
temptation in some “testimonies” when they say that they became a Christian because they thought it 
was the most rational of belief systems or that Christianity’s overwhelming power and influence for 
good in the world seemed like proof of its veracity. There is this desire for us to make the conversion 
experience a normal or logical step, like choosing a better company to invest in. But when we say this 
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don’t we realize that we make too much of ourselves? We subtly say that we are a bit more clever or 
morally sensitive than most. Surely we do think that the truths of the Scriptures are persuasive and 
powerful, but we see that because God has testified to that in us first! We really have no testimony of 
how we came to God or Jesus through our own ability. Surely we just see that we were all spiritually 
barren and completely lost before God testified to His truth in us. 
 

2.) We Rely on Jesus’ Testimony 
 
What has God testified about himself in us? We know that Jesus said that the Father was drawing 
people to him. God was working in the hearts of people an openness to Jesus. Remember the story of 
Paul and his conversion. He was zealously persecuting followers of Jesus when Jesus appeared to him. 
And instantly his heart was open to Jesus. He called him “Lord” and obeyed his command to join with 
the early church. And what did Paul say later about God’s work in him? In his letter to the church in 
Philippi Paul said that his goal in life was to live out the work of Jesus in his life. He said that he now 
shared in the life of Jesus, the work of God done in him even in the midst of his persecution of Jesus’ 
followers. And this life of Jesus in him wasn’t inactive but, by the Spirit, was actively working out his 
salvation in Jesus. Paul said that God was continuing to testify about Jesus’ life in Paul. He said, “…it is 
God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose” (Phil 2:12–13. 
 
What is Jesus trying to testify about himself in us by the guidance of the Holy Spirit? Certainly, his life 
in us is calling us to go out and to serve others as he did. Certainly, he is calling us to go out and to 
see how the Father continues to draw people to Jesus through us. Let me give you an example of God 
working a testimony in our lives through my own experience. Many of you know that I never desired 
to pursue ministry as a pastor. In fact, when others asked if I was interested, I never gave the 
suggestion a second thought. My point is that there was nothing in myself that desired to pastor and I 
certainly didn’t think I was gifted to do so. But just last year, Jo and I both suddenly was considering 
it! And gradually over the call to Milford Baptist and now over my brief time with you, I am suddenly 
seeing in myself not only a deep desire to pastor but some ability in it as well! My point isn’t to 
suggest that I thought pastoring was beneath me, but to suggest that Jesus did a work in me that 
caused me to pursue the position. And he gave me gifts in order to fulfil my role as well. It isn’t our 
role to testify about what we think being a follower of Jesus should be, but we are to reveal the 
testimony of Jesus in us to show those around us his life, power and authority. 
 

3.) Beware Those Who Have a Testimony 
 
Lastly, we will be able to reveal Jesus’ work in us more easily if we avoid being like the Jewish leaders 
in today’s passage. They wanted to have their own testimony about God. They wanted to be known as 
a special follower of God; someone who has gained special knowledge about God. These religious 
leaders were always on the lookout for a new insight or new teaching that would help them gain a 
new level of religious discipline. They came to Jesus not thinking of themselves as sinners or 
spiritually barren, but as significant leaders who had gained a wealth of wisdom and religious insight. 
They thought of themselves as real teachers of Israel. 
 
But rather than looking down at these Jewish leaders, we should realize how easy it is for us to do the 
same thing! What new book, new religious leader or new church experience will help us to become 
better Christians? Is God’s glory in Jesus already in us or should we go looking around for another 
glory? Are we walking with the Spirit in us? Is the life of Jesus in us being worked out of us through 
the guidance of the Spirit? When people see us, do they see an ordinary person who is unified with an 
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extraordinary Saviour? I remember when someone with Campus Crusade who said that when they 
met the founder of the organization, Bill Bright, they were shocked at how ordinary he was, but when 
he prayed or shared his faith, how God used him so powerfully.  
 
May we not be a people who are looking to improve on our Christianity or religiously disciplined life. 
May we not be a people who think we by ourselves have to be lights in the darkness. Let us be a 
people who realize that we are nothing with Jesus. And that Jesus is working in us all the time a 
testimony of his love, power and authority through the Spirit he sent to be with and in us. 
 
Conclusion 
 
1.) Jesus Doesn’t Bear Witness About Himself…so, We Have No Testimony 
 
2.) The Father Bears Witness in Jesus…so, We Rely on His Testimony 
 
3.) Jewish Leaders Bear Witness About Themselves…so, Let us Be Wary of Doing the Same 
 


