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Sermon,  “God’s Mercy to All”                                                                                             Brian D Lima 
 
Introduction 
 
What does Milford Baptist Church need? If I were to ask you what you thought our church family 
needed the most, what would your answer be? Maybe some replies would be that we need younger 
families to help create ministries. Maybe some would say we need more leadership to think 
strategically how to serve in the area. Maybe we need more financial resources? All of these replies 
have one common focus. How do we build ourselves? What do we have to do in order to be more 
attractive to others? I know it’s the way I often think! 
 
But what if Jesus’ call to us had a completely different focus? What if the Holy Spirit was seeking to 
fill us so that our own concerns didn’t come first? What if what truly makes us attractive to others is 
for others to see Jesus in us as we walk with the focus he has? I think, today’s passage in John can 
help us. It can help us to better understand how the Spirit is leading us as a church family. 
 
Context 
 
First, let’s remember that in the book of John, Jesus has performed miracles that has gotten him into 
trouble with the religious leaders. He had healed on the Sabbath, which was considered unlawful; a 
great sin against God. To the religious leaders, Jesus was undermining their self-righteous rule. The 
consequences of Jesus’ actions, they thought, would bring wrath from God if they failed to punish 
him. Jesus tells them that he is, in fact, doing what God the Father desires! In fact, the Father is doing 
the miraculous works with Jesus! For the religious leaders, they see Jesus as a threat to law and order. 
To the disciples and those who are healed, they see Jesus as merciful. What we will see in our 
passage today is a continuation of that same lesson. The Father in Jesus is focused primarily on mercy 
and not rule. 
 
Unpack 
 

1.) God’s Mercy for the Lost 
 
In John 6:1–2, we see the effects of Jesus’ great love for people. He has revealed God’s great concern 
for people’s affliction by healing them. So great has been the love expressed in Jesus that now a 
“great crowd” are following him! They are leaving their homes and towns in order to be with Jesus. 
They are trusting him with their lives. Apparently, this great mass of people are following him 
without any food to sustain them! 
 
Now we remember that the author of John has said in his first chapter that people did not receive 
Jesus because they didn’t recognize him. That is, they did not receive the light because they didn’t 
recognize the light. They were living in darkness. We may get a hint of this when we read that the 
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people followed because of the signs Jesus performed. That is, the people are not satisfied just to 
have found Jesus, the Saviour, they are looking for the benefits of his power for themselves. This is 
only hinted at in verse 2, but this becomes more apparent at the end of the account in John. 
 
Still, who has pure motives?! Of course, Jesus knows the hearts of everyone. What is key in this 
passage is the mercy and compassion of God in spite of the people’s motivations. God sees affliction 
causing pain and sorrow. This is justification enough to heal and restore. 
 

2.) God’s Mentoring of His Children 
 
In John 6:3–6, Jesus reveals the Father’s desire not only to show mercy to those afflicted but to teach 
his restored children, his disciples, to do the same! Jesus sees the great crowd of people following 
him. What does he see? As expressed in Matthew 9:36, “When (Jesus) saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” So he 
sits down and calls his disciples to himself to teach them.  
 
He calls Philip and asks, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” Jesus knows the crowds 
have been following him, trusting that he would be able to provide for their needs. God desires to 
feed the people as he knows they are weak and in need of support. Surely the disciples have guessed 
that something should happen. They must be getting hungry as well! Rather than just performing a 
miracle to feed the people, God’s desire is for his children to participate in his work with him. And so 
he asks his children a question. Why? Maybe it’s because he wants them to realize what is in their 
own hearts. He wants them to lay bare their immaturity in order that he can lead them into greater 
growth through faith. 
 

3.) God’s Lesson – A Greater Passover Feast 
 
In John 6:7–13, we see God’s lesson of mercy unfold. When Jesus asks the question on where food 
can be gotten for the people, he gets different opinions. Philip looks at the people and sees the great 
need instantly. There are too many people! He says, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to 
buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” Andrew looks at nearby resources but that doesn’t 
seem to help. He says, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will 
they go among so many?” God has helped his children see where they were placing their trust. From 
what they saw, they simply could not provide food for the people. They didn’t have the resources to 
show mercy to the hungry. It’s important to note that God isn’t doing this to shame his children but to 
help them realize where they were putting their trust. Now they are ready for the lesson. 
 
Jesus tells the disciples to sit the people down in the grassy area. Thousands of people are there, 
sitting down and waiting in anticipation of what Jesus will do or say next. Jesus takes the five barley 
loaves and two fish, gives thanks to his Father and distributes them to the thousands waiting. In the 
hands of a merciful God, he multiplies the meagre contribution of the boy. His great love and mercy 
multiplies a meagre offering to a lavish feast. The thousands are satisfied. They have all had enough 
to eat. The disciples now know how to show the mercy of God to others. They must not rely on 
themselves, but on the will and guidance of Jesus. By following Jesus, they will be able to show godly 
mercy. They will be able to show mercy to all who seek it.  
 
But this isn’t the only lesson! Remember in verse four, it stated that these events took place when the 
Jewish Passover Festival was near. Jesus told his disciples to take up all that remained and to put 
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them in 12 baskets. If the disciples didn’t see the connection then, they surely would have as they 
reflected on all that Jesus did and taught them. Remember that the Passover meal was to be shared 
by everyone in Israel. God was bringing out all the descendants of Israel from Egypt to bring them to 
a land, which God had promised to them. In today’s account, according to one commentary, when the 
Passover Festival was near, the 12 baskets of bread could likely have represented the merciful 
provision of God for all in Israel; all 12 tribes. God was teaching Israel that Jesus was a better 
Passover Lamb, a better food and provision. God had given His Son to give Israel a much better 
Promised Land. This was a lesson God was teaching Jesus’ disciples. God had mercy on all who 
suffered. But in caring for others, He also revealed that Jesus was much more than just a provider of 
food! He was a new and better Passover Lamb. 
 

4.) God’s Immediate Concern to Save not Rule 
 
Lastly, in John 6:14–15, we see that the great crowd of people desire to keep Jesus as a resource. 
They declare him “the Prophet” of Israel and their intent is to force him to become their king. 
Certainly, this is the kind of king they want! One who has no military force, but who only humbly 
wanders the countryside healing and feeding the poor and afflicted. They aren’t looking to submit to 
God, to declare themselves as sinners who are barren of good. They aren’t seeking to follow him, not 
knowing what each day will bring. They are much more strategic than that! They want Jesus to 
continue to serve them, to make their lives better! He would be an addition to their lives, not the 
Lord of their lives! 
 
But Jesus shows that God has not come, at this point, to reign and rule. He has come to save first! The 
shepherd who goes out to seek his lost sheep is driven by rescue does not rule! Surely he is driven to 
find and care for the lost sheep. When he brings it back, then he can focus on his leadership over the 
flock. But before that, he is motivated to save. So Jesus withdraws to a mountain by himself because 
his goal of proclaiming salvation to Israel is not done. Neither is his goal to teach his disciples all that 
they needed done. 
 
IV. Application 
 
What is our application for today? 
 
 1.) God is calling us to enter into His mercy to others 
 
The most difficult part of this story for me is to know that Jesus is calling me to walk with him in 
being merciful to others. Certainly, I think I haven’t been following him as closely as I should! There 
are some people that have a much easier time being merciful. They hear about starving children 
overseas, villages without access to clean water or orphanages of children who lack an education and 
they are mobilized into action. They get engaged in volunteer work and in faithful financial support. I 
need more people like this in my life! Fortunately for me, we have people like this in our church 
family. People who follow the Spirit’s call to share the mercy of Jesus for others. Who thought an 
added $20,000 to support missions overseas through COVID was too much to raise? And yet, with 
those in our church family that do follow God’s mercy, we saw a godly response! God bless our 
faithful brothers and sisters in Christ! 
 
Coming out of lockdown, during our Sunday service on October 17th we hope to hear from Kerry & 
Annie Hilton and their own ministry of mercy at Te Ara Hou. May our own faith be challenged so what 
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we all look a bit more like Jesus through the time we spend together. But there are others here in 
Milford that are in need as well! How many small business owners here are in danger of losing their 
livelihood because of the lockdown? How can we be merciful? We can ask God to provide for us so 
that we can support those in our community; showing them mercy just as Jesus did to the thousands 
near the Sea of Galilee. Let’s show mercy and show Jesus’ life in our own. 
 
 2.) God is always mentoring us to know the depths of his mercy 
 
Have you ever grown tired of serving others? Have you ever thought that your giving and serving, of 
being merciful to others wouldn’t result in any real change? When we look at Jesus with his disciples 
we should see hope in our giving. We have a hope that even if circumstances for those we serve 
doesn’t change their circumstances it does accomplish two important things: 1.) It reveals God’s 
mercy to help people. We never know what God’s mercy in us can do both at the moment and in their 
future. In our church’s history we’ve done events to reach out and engage with the community. As a 
result I’ve met several people who have attended our services because they remembered the 
friendliness and care they received during those outreaches. David & Pushpa are members of our 
church because of these ministries! 2.) when we respond to God’s mercy to others, we change as well. 
God desires that we grow into full maturity in Christ. He wants us to know just how important Jesus is 
to everyone in the world. He is the Passover Lamb, given that all would have eternal life. 
 
 3.) God calls us to save not rule 
 
At the beginning of today’s sermon I talked about what our church family needs for the future. I 
talked about focussing on leadership, services and finding more ways to attract others to fellowship 
with us. Although these are important issues, are they central to our walk with Jesus? Or is Jesus 
calling us to focus outside our church to our community? Is he calling us to look at the crowds in 
Milford and the greater North Shore and follow the Spirit’s call to glorify the mercy of Jesus in us? Are 
we asking people around us to help us or are we following the Spirit’s call to be merciful to those 
that are lost and afflicted? 
 
It is great that we are connecting online to those in our church, to our family members and to friends. 
The Spirit is already working in us to engage with others outside of our homes. I know of one special 
sister in Jesus who has made the effort to call everyone in our church family during the lockdown! 
That’s revealing the love of God to extend mercy to others! As we draw near to having greater 
freedoms and as we begin to slowly reconnect at the church, let’s encourage one another to focus on 
extending the mercy of Jesus to those in our neighbourhoods. While we won’t ignore needs in our 
own church, let’s follow the Spirit outwards. Let’s be a part of God’s salvation to others. Let’s 
prioritise this call of God and may the life of Jesus be found in us. 
 
VI. Conclusion 
 
1.) God shows mercy for the lost …so, Jesus is calling us to join in his ministry of mercy 
 
2.) God mentors his children…so, Jesus is always mentoring us to know the depths of his mercy 
 
3.) God’s immediate concern is to save, not rule… so, Jesus calls us to save, not rule 
 
 


