
 
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE, SUNDAY 10 October 2021   
 
Welcome!                          (Larry Robbins) 
 
May this virtual service be a time of calm and serenity amongst the rapidly changing, and 
somewhat confusing, world in which we live. 
 
Song: A Shelter in the Time of Storm      (Brian Lima) 
 
“It is important to know not only for us in New Zealand, but for the billions of people spread 
out over the Earth, that Jesus can be our shelter in the time of storm. As we listen or sing this 
first song, let us praise Jesus for being the only rock that can bring eternal shelter for all.” 
 

A Shelter in the Time of Storm 
 
Call to Worship                      (Vladimir Miskovic) 
 
“PSALMS and Jesus Calming the Storm 
 
When things are going our way, trusting the Lord is easy. 
 
But when painful trials, unmet needs, or lost dreams overwhelm, we wonder if God still can be 
trusted. What do you do when facing a challenge that seems overwhelming? Do you still 
believe God can be trusted? 
 
In the book of Psalms, we have these repeating patterns, just to be assured in their 
trustworthiness: 
 
PSALM 17:6 
I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; 
turn your ear to me and hear my prayer. 
 
PSALM 18:6 
In my distress I called upon the LORD and cried unto my God; He heard my voice out of His temple, 
and my cry came before Him, even unto His ears. 
 
PSALM 120:1 
I call on the LORD in my distress, and he answers me. 

http://www.viewpure.com/RYFhEv4NI0U?start=0&end=0


 
The essential beliefs for trusting God are: 
 
1. God is sovereign 
2. God is infinite in wisdom, 
3. God is perfect in His love and 
4. Prayer of a righteous human will be answered in the best possible way, because God is the 

only one who has a full picture with all the details in His sight. 
 
Even when you cannot understand why God would allow certain situations to occur, these core 
beliefs form the basis for trusting Him. Your ability to receive the blessings God has for you is 
determined by the degree to which these wise truths are embedded in your soul. 
 
When you choose to believe God can be trusted, even when you do not know what the next 
day will bring, you can face any circumstance with confidence and hope because it is not your 
strength, wisdom, energy, or power that is the ultimate source of victory. It is God’s ability. 
When you trust Him, you tap into an eternal force that cannot be harnessed by any human 
constraints.” 
 
Song: Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me                                  (Larry Robbins) 
 
“I’m no stranger to rough seas and can well imagine the fear of the disciples out in the boat 
with Christ, and then their sense of awe and wonder when the storm was miraculously 
calmed.” 
 

Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me 
 
Offering Prayer                    (Rosemary Cavander) 
 
Lord our heavenly Father, we thank You for Your goodness, mercy, forgiveness, and love to us all 
since we were on-line last Sunday worship. Forgive us for the ways we have fallen short of the 
promises we made quietly to You, our Lord, but again we can come to You, desiring to worship You 
from our residences, knowing You are with us. 
  
One of the purposes of prayer is to make us aware of our own dependence on You Lord. No concern 
is too small to bring to You Father, and nothing is too big for You our Almighty King. Your Word 
tells us to worry about nothing and to pray about everything. 
  
We give thanks that worship services and the gospel messages are starting to spread right around 
the world from this tiny country of New Zealand to the rest of the world. 
  
In Timothy 4 verses 1 – 4, we are urged to pray and intercede for all men. Then we are urged to 
pray for kings and all who are in high positions that we might live quiet and peaceable lives, but 
also godly and honest lives. Lord God, we pray now for those in authority – that You will over-rule 
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in the government and the decisions that our Prime Minister and Parliament are making daily for 
our nation. Write Your law on their hearts that they may govern with justice and wisdom. We pray 
especially for Christians in our parliament that they may seek Your guidance and then be heard. We 
also pray for those who are making decisions in our health systems and also for our Police. We 
thank you for those who are working tirelessly in our hospitals and those who are helping people in 
need. We also pray for our new Governor General who takes up office in NZ shortly. 
 
We thank You for the work the leaders of the Baptist Union are doing throughout our land – help 
them to steer the right way for their church congregations. 
 
We give thanks for the missionaries we support overseas – many facing so many problems and 
persecution, but they know that You will never leave them nor forsake them in the work they desire 
to honour You. 
  
We bring before You Lord, those on our fellowship who are unwell, some awaiting surgery, and 
those who are recovering from illnesses. Despite their situations, we pray that they may hold on to 
You, and may their faith never grow dim. Give them assurance when they need it most. We pray too, 
for those who live alone and are finding this lockdown period more difficult. Thank you for those 
who feel led to make contact with them, showing love and care. 
 
Thank You for our leadership team, Pastor Brian and Sue Dickie who continue to work so 
conscientiously to keep our fellowship together, and make right decisions for our future. 
 
Offering prayer – Thank You for Your provisions financially. Please accept out tithes and moneys 
set aside to bring to You, so that the work for Your kingdom here in our communities and overseas 
will be done. 
 
We thank You that our songs, prayers, and the sermon will bring You honour and glory. Please give 
us understanding of what You want us to hear, read, and contemplate through this on-line service. 
We thank You through the Name of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Song: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                                                (Jane Robbins) 
 
“This is a prayer for when your life feels too busy or hectic, and you are losing the feeling of 
the Lord’s presence.” 

 
Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 

 
Testimony                                 (Vian Barnouti) 
 
“I was born and raised in a Christian family, my father is Catholic, and my mother is Orthodox. I 
had my education at a private Catholic school. Even though I loved Jesus from childhood and 
started following Him since I was really young, I always had questions and felt something 
missing.  
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About 15 years ago my best friend introduced me to an Arabic Baptist group which later 
established a small Arabic Baptist Church. I used to attend their Bible studies and prayer 
meetings, but I felt confused for some time. I prayed and prayed for God to lead me to the 
right direction. It took me a while to see the work of the Lord in me. It didn’t happen instantly, 
as I always felt I was not worthy and didn’t deserve what Jesus has done for me and His 
salvation. Whatever I did was not enough, as I always sinned and made mistakes. 
  
Then gradually I had the answers to my questions and the Holy Spirit filled my heart with His 
presence. Since then I had a personal relationship with Jesus my Saviour and my rock which 
filled me with peace and opened my eyes. I was not alone anymore, my Lord is always with 
me, guiding me, protecting me, and providing me with comfort. Jesus is my refuge and my 
strength. Psalm 46 and 23 reminds me that Jesus is always with me and will provide for me. 
Both encourage and lift me up. 
 

Psalm 46:1–3 
1 God is our refuge and strength,  

an ever-present help in times of trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth is transformed  

and the mountains are toppled into the depths of the seas, 
3 though their waters roar and foam  

and the mountains quake in the surge. 
  

Psalm 23:1–4 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;  
He leads me beside quiet waters.  

3 He restores my soul;  
He guides me in the paths of righteousness  

for the sake of His name.  
4 Even though I walk  

through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil,  

for You are with me;  
Your rod and Your staff,  

they comfort me. 
 
Jesus has been doing amazing things in my life since then, I could see His blessing in my life, I 
had and continue to have so many gifts from God, many of which were miracles. I know God 
will always work out what is best for me. This reminds me of Romans 8:28, which says, “And 
we know that God works all things together for the good of those who love Him, who are 
called according to His purpose. 
 
Blessings and Love” 



 
Song: Power of Your Love                (Vian Barnouti) 
 
“This song lifts me up very much. I came to New Zealand in 1996 and when I was attending St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Northcote. During my first two weeks in New Zealand, this was the 
first song of Christian worship I ever heard in English. All the other worship I heard before was 
in Arabic. This song has always been very close to my heart.” 
 

Power of Your Love 
 
Bible Reading      John 6:16–21 
 

Watch/Listen 
 

616 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a boat and 

set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined 

them. 18 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19 When they had rowed 

about three or four miles,[a] they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and 

they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing 

to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were 

heading. 
 
Sermon “The Challenge of Growth                             (Brian Lima) 

 

Read the Sermon 

Listen to the Sermon 

Watch the Sermon 

 
Song: Still                                         (Brian Lima) 
 
“May we be encouraged by the words of this next song. Phrases like, ‘when the oceans rise and 
thunders roar, I will soar with you above the storm,’ and ‘Father you are king over the flood, I 
will be still and know you are God’ set a goal for our own faith!  
 
May we be a family that could sing this song with growing faith.” 
 

Still 
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Benediction       (Brian Lima) 
 
When we fear the storm that the Lord send us in, we know that he desires us to grow through 
it. He desires us to say with peace and conviction … 
 

“Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?” 

 
How can our hearts feel this way? Let us remember Paul’s letter to the Corinthians church, 
which reads… 
 
“(God) gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, 
stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.” 
 

1 Corinthians 15:55, 57–58 
 


