
 
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE, SUNDAY 17 October 2021   
 
Welcome!                              (Larry Robbins) 
“I am always surprised (but I know I should not be!) by the way that the chosen hymns and 
songs, testimonies and prayers fit together each week, even though contributed by different 
members of our church family. I am sure that you will be moved and encouraged by the 
contributions of our various members in this virtual service. 
 
May you be richly blessed.” 
 
 
Call to Worship                           (Ross Parker) 
 
Psalm 46 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 
    an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam 
    and the mountains quake with their surging.  
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
5 God is within her, she will not fall; 
    God will help her at break of day. 
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The LORD Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
8 Come and see what the LORD has done, 
    the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease 
    to the ends of the earth. 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
    he burns the shields with fire. 
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 
    I will be exalted among the nations, 
    I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 



 
“As we read through these verses, doesn’t it read a lot like tomorrows newspapers from around 
the world?  Mountains (lava) falling into the sea, nations in uproar, kingdoms falling 
(Afghanistan). And in the midst of it all, Be still, and know that I am God. 
 
There is nothing in our lives that is happening right now, that we cannot trust our Heavenly 
Father for.  
  
As we ‘take time’ this morning to read, and listen to songs of praise/hear God’s word to us, may 
we each – Be still, and know that He is God. The Lord Almighty IS with us – the God of Jacob 
IS our fortress. 
 
May the Holy Spirit touch each one of us afresh right now, as we read and listen. 
 
God’s richest blessing” 
 
 
Song: Shine, Jesus Shine                                      (Norma Kingsley-Smith) 
 
“Shine, Jesus Shine is a song to lift your spirits.” 
 

Shine, Jesus Shine 
 
 
Prayer                                              (Clive Rhodes) 
 
We come before you, our Father, as a virtual congregation to bring worship and adoration to your 
Name and to He who is our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Individually we have come through times of stress, 
where we have needed your wisdom to make right decisions and to discern the way ahead that you 
would have each of us to follow. Daily we are reminded that your Word in Hebrews Ch 13 v 5b 
reminds us that you have promised never, never to leave or to forsake us. 
 
Among us there are a number who are not enjoying the best of health, for whom prayer has been 
offered on previous occasions, but in some cases may still be awaiting an answer from our heavenly 
Father. We would like to take this time to remind members of the congregation that His word states 
in Exodus Ch 15 v26b that ‘I am the Lord who heals you’ and not only that, we read in Jeremiah Ch 
1 v12b that ‘I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.’ So, we look forward with 
encouragement to see what The Lord will bring to pass in the days ahead for those who need His 
touch. 
 
As we proceed along the path that the Government has laid before us as a nation to progress 
though the Covid 19 pandemic, we do pray that our Father will give our Prime Minister and Cabinet 
the guidance that they need to make wise decisions so that community infections will take a 
downward trend.  
 

http://www.viewpure.com/D4hXJ9ax2FY?start=0&end=0


Please give the Baptist leadership the wisdom that they need to provide strong guidance where this 
is required throughout New Zealand, and that the pastoral vacancies that we have read about will 
be filled so that the congregations affected will be encouraged. 
 
We pray for our own Pastor, Brian, that you would provide him with daily encouragement and 
guidance. When he is weary, feed him from your word with the inspiration that you know he needs, 
and keep him and Jo, his wife, both in abounding health and wisdom. 
 
Looking overseas, we would bring two nations before you, the United States and Israel. The United 
States is currently wrestling with a financial problem in regard to the US Debt limit. This limit 
needs to be increased because should this not happen, there is the risk of an historic default that 
would be like a ‘meteor’ that would crush their economy and financial markets, which in turn would 
impact worldwide. Father, we pray that the Republican and Democrat parties can come to a 
workable agreement before the current temporary agreement expires in mid-December.  
 
Concerning Israel, we continue to pray that the Lord will protect this, His nation, from those other 
nations that are adjacent, especially one in particular, where there appears to be an ongoing intent 
to manufacture an atomic weapon with the vowed intent to destroy Israel. May the United States 
continue to provide Israel with finance and replacement weaponry for their Iron Dome defence 
system which is used to destroy incoming rockets, which in times, number in the hundreds. We 
thank you that the present government continues to function despite the initial problems in forming 
it early this year. 
 
We would remember that the land on which Israel is entitled to was given to Abram by the Lord, 
and confirmed by a covenant that the Lord made with Himself back in BC 1518. This covenant 
stated that, the unto thy seed have I given this land from the river of Egypt unto the great river 
Euphrates, Genesis Ch 15 v17,18 KJV. 
 
May we also continue to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, for the Lord has said in 2 Chronicles Ch 6 
v6 NIV.  ‘But now I have chosen Jerusalem for my Name to be there.’ Pray for rain in Israel as the 
usual rains have not occurred, resulting in a severe water shortage. 
 
May we also give praise to the Lord, that for the first time, since Jewish worship returned to the 
Temple Mount an Israeli court has approved the act and provided it with unprecedented legal 
standing. Please pray that the police will abide by the court ruling and allow Jews and Christians to 
pray on the Temple Mount without interference. 
 
As we close, may we echo these words from C.H. Spurgeon, ‘When Jesus is lifted up in His Church, 
His presence is the Church’s power – the shout of a King is in the midst of her. I, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all men unto me.’ 
 
In Jesus name, Amen 
 
 
 
 



Offering 
 
Father, we thank you for every resource and advantage that you have given to us. Help us to always 
remember that these blessings are from you. We may well ask, what shall I render to the Lord for all 
His benefits towards us. Would you accept and bless these offerings that we give to you this day for 
your glory alone. Thanking you in Jesus name, Amen. 
 
 
Song: It is Well with My Soul (Chosen by Beryl & Bruce Thompson, introduced by Pastor Brian) 
 
“Beryl spoke with me recently how, over the last few months, Bruce had found and been 
treated for a cancerous growth on his neck. From the day he found it, had it removed at 
hospital and started radiation therapy afterwards, both Beryl and Bruce have felt and 
experienced God’s presence, peace and blessing. When I asked if Beryl had a song for our 
service, she said this song It is Well With My Soul came straight to her mind. Let us rejoice with 
the Thompsons in this next song on how good is our God.” 
 

It is Well with My Soul 
 
 
Testimony                                 (Greta Alcorn) 
 
“From memory October 17th 2000 was a Wednesday and a beautiful sunny morning. I was 
getting ready to take my husband Jack to the Podiatrist.  
 
While doing the dishes earlier in the morning I heard a report in the news that there had been 
a rail crash in England and was thankful that my son Robert (37) wouldn’t have been involved 
because he was going to Coventry to work as a pilot for Atlantic Air. He and his partner 
Angela, I thought, would already be there. I had spoken to Robert a few days earlier and he 
was so excited to be going to this new position.  
 
Robert had grown up in MBC Sunday School, Boys Brigade and Church Youth Groups. His 
passion had been flying but he joined the Navy for 6 years (Marine Engineering) then Army 
(Outdoor Survival) then left the forces and went to Kerikeri to manage the Aero Club. He was 
very busy flying doctors, other locals and tourists to and from Whangarei. He and his partner 
Angela, a Critical Care Nurse, decided to go to England where Robert passed the necessary 
English exams to qualify. 
 
On this particular day Robert and a fellow pilot were going to Coventry to meet the bosses 
etc., but just out of London at Hatfield the track was broken and the new piece was nearby and 
hadn’t been fitted. Robert, his fellow pilot, a lawyer, and a businessman were killed. 
 
We had a phone call from Angela and she thought Robert was one of the men. Then we 
received a call from a hospital in England to describe Robert. Later that day, we had to go to 
the Takapuna Police Station to give blood samples and Robert’s dental records had to be 
collected from Hobsonville to help identify him. 
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Our son-in-law, Barry, flew that night to England with Angela’s mother from Palmerston North 
to identify Rob and do all the official work. Two weeks later we, the family, went to the airport 
to meet the plane and watch Ray Jagger as he loaded the casket into the hearse. Ray, Pat, and 
Hazel were an amazing comfort and help to us. 
 
As soon as I heard the news from England I rang the MBC church office and our Interim Pastor, 
Rev. Robert Alcorn (no relation) came to our home and spent many hours with us. Our special 
English Police, Lottie and Ken who brought Robert home were amazing. We still keep in touch 
with Lottie. 
 
Of course I miss Robert everyday, but know without a shadow of doubt that he is with the Lord 
in Glory and we will be reunited very soon. 
 
Psalm 139:16 
 
‘All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.’” 
 
 
Song: What a Friend We Have in Jesus    (Chosen by Greta Alcorn, introduced by Pastor Brian)  
 
“Greta told me that this hymn was one that was especially meaningful for her after her son 
went to be with the Lord. May this song be a window into the heart and faith of our sister in 
Jesus. May it encourage us to praise our Lord with her as well.” 
 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 
 

 
Scripture Reading [John 6:60–71]                                         (Larry Robbins) 
 

Listen to the reading 
 
60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 
 
61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend 
you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives 
life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and 
life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning 
which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told 
you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.” 
 
66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 
 
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 
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68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We 
have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 
70 Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” 71 (He meant 
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.) 
 
 
 
Sermon “Courageous Trust”        (Brian Lima) 
 

Watch the sermon 
 

Read the Sermon 
 

 
Song: Blessed Assurance   (Chosen by Pat Jagger, introduced by Pastor Brian) 
 
“When I spoke to Pat about why she chose this song she said the song was special because she 
and Ray sang this song to Pat’s mother when she was dying of cancer. This was also one of the 
songs that Pat and her daughter, Hazel, sang to Pat’s husband Ray when he went to be with 
Jesus just last year. Pat said this will also be one of the songs she has asked others to sing 
when she goes to be with Jesus as well. Indeed, this song is a very special one for Pat and 
we’re thankful that she has shared it with us.” 
 

Blessed Assurance 
 
 
 
Benediction       (Brian Lima) 
 
“(May) the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding…guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:7 
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