
 
VIRTUAL SERVICE, SUNDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2021   
 
Welcome!                                (Larry Robbins) 
 
“It is my privilege to welcome members of the MBC Church family, and visitors, who are 
joining in this virtual service today as we commence our worship. If there is a positive side to 
the strictures imposed due to the pandemic, it is that more members of our fellowship are able 
to participate. I am aware that many of our members have appreciated this aspect of these 
arrangements.  
 
It is our prayer, that at least something in this service will richly bless each and every one of 
you.”  
 
Call to Worship [Inspired by C.H. Spurgeon]                                        (Clive Rhodes) 
 
We begin where all true prayer must commence, with the spirit of adoption, ‘Our Father.’ There 
is no acceptable prayer until we can say ‘I will arise and go unto my Father.’ This childlike 
spirit soon perceives the grandeur of the Father ‘in heaven,’ and ascends to devout adoration. 
We rejoice that our King reigns in providence and shall reign in grace from and to the ends of 
the earth, and of His dominion there shall be no end. 
 
To a great extent in spiritual things, we get what we expect from the Lord. Faith alone can 
bring us to see Jesus. We now make it our prayer, ‘Lord open Thou my eyes that I may see my 
Saviour present with me.’ To those who seek Him, He is kind but to those who find Him, 
beyond expression is He dear. 
 
Thus, arising from a sense of adoption, in fellowship with our reigning Lord, may we now pray, 
even as you taught your disciples – 
 
Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us day by day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our sins,  
For we forgive everyone who is indebted to us 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one.  Amen. 
 
 
 



Song: Good and Gracious King                                                         (Brian Lima) 
 
“As I spoke with my mother by phone this week, I couldn’t help but feel like nothing much was 
happening for us through lockdown. It is easy to feel that we are not making a difference in 
others around us. If you feel the same way, then this song of worship is for the both of us! 
 
It asks God to fill us with His Spirit as we sing our praise to Him because He alone deserves 
glory. Overcome with this truth we are called to lift our voices, ‘To the King in need of nothing,  
empty handed I rejoice.’ We don’t need to bring anything to God except our worship. May we 
be blessed with His closeness, and may He receive glory as we lift our voices in worship.” 
 

Good and Gracious King 
 

 
Prayer/Offering                                   (Jim Milmine) 
 
Almighty God our Father in Heaven, we set aside in these unusual times, this time to worship You, 
for You are a God who is full of love and justice, mercy and grace, whose ear is always open to 
those who call upon Your Name. We bow humbly before You, for You are great and high above all 
Your creation and You are a holy God, perfect in wisdom and goodness. 
 
As we offer You our adoration and praise, we come, conscious of our sinfulness and Your holiness. 
We confess our sins before You – sins of commission – those things we have thought, said or done 
and should not have. And our sins of omission – those things we could have done but have 
neglected. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. So I will praise You forever for 
what You have done for me through Your Son. As David prayed, ‘Create in me a pure heart O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.’ 
 
We give You thanks O Lord, that You are the Good Shepherd – the One who gave up His life for the 
sheep. We thank You that You hear us, attend us, feed us, lead us, guide us, protect us, and really 
cherish us always. We thank You O God for Your Holy Spirit, given to those who believe. For we are 
baptized by One Spirit into one body and are marked by His seal of salvation. May we always be 
attentive to His inner voice. We thank You O God, for our country, our families, our Church and our 
friends. We thank You currently for the freedom we have to worship, study and pray together – even 
on-line. 
 
We pray at this time that You will draw close to those of our Fellowship who need specific help. We 
name them in our hearts. Those who are not well or recovering from illness. Those who are elderly 
and unable to move around freely. Those who mourn and need Your comforting presence. Those 
who are particularly fearful in this time of Covid and those who are cut off and lonely. We pray for 
our Pastor and the Leadership Team, that they may know Your guidance and wisdom at this 
unusual time. We pray for world leaders at this critical time. Grant them wisdom to deal with the 
Covid pandemic, homelessness and poverty. Strengthen and challenge Your church world-wide we 
pray. Extend its borders through this pandemic, across the internet and strengthen and encourage 
those facing persecution we pray. Bless Israel and Your chosen city – Jerusalem. May Your peace 
reside there as surrounding enemies become confounded and confused. May each of us arise in 

http://www.viewpure.com/NnExXYToQUo?start=0&end=0


these darkening days and shine out the light of the Gospel to a needy world – from our families, our 
acquaintances, our city, our country and the world. We pray in Jesus’ Name and for His sake. Amen! 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Almighty God, You have blessed us with every good and perfect gift – for which we are truly 
thankful. Accept we pray these tithes and offerings that they may be used in the on-going extension 
of the gospel in our own area and indeed all over the world – especially to those places where help 
is most needed. We give You our thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
 
 
Song: And Can It Be That I Should Gain                                                          (Serene Hu) 
 
“(This hymn) speaks of the wonderful grace and mercy of God in my conversion to 
Christianity!!” 
 

And Can It Be That I Should Gain 
 
 
Song: All Through the Day                                                                    (Graham Judd) 
 
“This song is from one of the first Christian albums we bought. It reminds me of God’s ever 
presence in our lives. Any time we can talk to Him, knowing He hears us.” 
 

All Through the Day 
 
Bible Reading: John 8:31–47                                      (Michael Whale) 
 

Listen to the Reading 
 
831 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How 
can you say that we shall be set free?” 
 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.36 So if the Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill 
me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s 
presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.” 
 
39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 
 

http://www.viewpure.com/sQeIGbKqiw8?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/qVLcqpja8v0?start=0&end=0
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021.11.07-Reading.mp3


“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it is, you 
are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham 
did not do such things. 41 You are doing the works of your own father.” 
 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.” 
 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. I 
have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are 
unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet 
because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am 
telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The 
reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 
 
 
Sermon: Are We Free?        (Brian Lima) 
 

Read the Sermon 
Watch the Sermon 

 
 
Lord’s Supper                                              (Brian Lima) 
 
“Eat and drink today as a sign of the Lord’s Supper. The bread and wine that symbolize the life 
of Jesus that was given for us. It is only because of him that we have true freedom and peace 
with God. The freedom that this bread and wine provides is for anyone who would receive it. 
We identify with the early church which heard Paul say … 
 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he 
was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my 
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper he 
took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.’26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23–26)” 
 

 
Song: God Forgave My Sin                                              (Stuart Gaze) 
 
“I have chosen the song (because) it speaks of the freely given forgiveness which Jesus gives, 
and it encourages us to share His love with others as a strong aspect of our following Him.” 
 

God Forgave My Sin 
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Benediction                                             (Brian Lima) 
 
Grace and peace to you…from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom 
and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
 

Revelation 1:4b–6 
 
 
 

 


