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Sermon “Are We Free?”     John 8:31-47                                                          Brian D Lima 
 

Watch the Sermon 
 
I. Introduction 
 
At a Baptist minister’s meeting a few months ago, I got the chance to speak with Mark 
Poole, the pastor at Orewa Baptist. When he heard that I had been a missionary with 
Pioneers serving in Thailand, he asked how that experience affected the way I serve in 
New Zealand. I was surprised by the questions because I hadn’t really thought about it. 
But after some time thinking about it, I could think of at least one benefit. 
 
Jim Milmine, Robin Noble and many others in our church family can testify that when 
you are new to a county, new to a culture and new to a language, you know you can’t 
fit in no matter how hard you try. As a missionary you try very hard not to try to make 
others New Zealanders or Americans. Instead, as a missionary, you draw on and rely 
much more on God’s Word. You feel this great weight of responsibility to advocate for 
following God’s Word and not the necessarily the values of your home country. 
 
And this freedom not to assimilate and belong to a new culture and this freedom not to 
force everyone to your own culture simplifies your life dramatically. You advocate God’s 
Word because you feel as a missionary that that is what your job is! You are going to a 
foreign country to proclaim God’s Word and to show, through His Spirit, His life within 
you. It’s incredibly freeing! 
 
Even though being a missionary may be freeing it may also be dangerous. There was 
this German missionary serving in Thailand when Jo and I were there. He was teaching 
students about God and how God was more important that mere money. He was so 
focused on helping his students know the truth that he either forgot or ignored an 
important cultural value. 
 
Wanting to give his students an example of this lesson that God is more important than 
money, the missionary took out a Thai note, placed it on the floor and placed his foot 
on it! What he may not have realized was that on every Thai note is the image of the 
King. At that time the King was, King Bhumibol the Great, the most admired and 
respected king in Thai memory. When the missionary put his foot on the Thai note, his 
students were instantly shocked and angered. The missionary’s colleagues, when they 

http://www.viewpure.com/XtmRHUMKIVk?start=0&end=0


 2 

heard what happened, whisked him out of the school and put him on the next flight out 
of the country for fear he would be imprisoned or even killed. 
 
Yes, the missionary should have known or been better prepared on the taboos in 
Thailand, but the story does testify to biblical truth. Our freedom in Jesus, our freedom 
from the fears of the world, can be dangerous for us as it was for Jesus. Was the 
missionary wrong? No! God is more important than money. But the world is filled with 
fear. It is filled with fear of cultural values they must be followed. This fear ultimately 
enslaves them. 
 
Today in our account, we will see Jesus advocating truth and freedom to a culture living 
in fear and enslaved to others. 
 
II. Context 
 
Before we look at today’s account let’s look at what takes place just before it. Jesus is 
teaching the people that he is the light of the world. He says that those who follow him 
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. The Pharisees challenge him. 
They ask how Jesus can testify to himself without a witness. Their issue is how can 
someone simply state their authority? The Pharisees took seriously the law that stated 
that one needed two witnesses when claiming authority. Other people had to verify the 
testimony one made. Jesus said that his Father was a witness. They asked where his 
father was so that he might support Jesus’ claims. Jesus said, “You do not know my 
Father.” 
 
Jesus then says that he will go away, but that the Pharisees speaking to him will not be 
able to follow. The Jews asked themselves why they wouldn’t be able to follow. Jesus 
replies that they are from below and he is from above. He says that he is not of this 
world and that they will die in their sins if they do not believe what he has told them. 
The Jews are perplexed. Jesus claims to have a father and a home not of this world. 
Some of the Jews begin to believe that Jesus may be the promised Messiah. And in our 
account today, Jesus speaks directly to them. He speaks to those who desire to be his 
disciples. 
 
III. Unpack 
 

1.) Following Jesus Is Freedom 
 
In John 8:31–33, Jesus speaks to these would-be disciples and says that if they really 
want to be his disciples they must cling to his teachings. If they do, they will be free 
and not enslaved. These Jews who believe that Jesus may be the Messiah are confused. 
They claim their birthright as Jews. They say that they are Abraham’s descendants. They 
are the people of the promises given to the patriarch of the nation. They say this in 
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hopes of teaching Jesus that they are not enslaved to anyone. They are children of the 
promises of God. 
 
Certainly, these Jews are prepared to provide witnesses to the fact that they are 
genealogically linked to Abraham. They can provide witnesses that the Pharisees would 
have understood. But already we can see that these Jews who wish to be disciples of 
Jesus are forgetting their history. They would have forgotten the Israelite spies who 
gave a bad report about their Promised Land beyond the Jordan. Remember how they 
were sent into the Promised Inheritance to see what it was like and to see those who 
would appose their entry. Those Israelite spies who tried to discourage Israel from 
taking their inheritance were those who would never inherit what was promised to 
them. They would never be associated with the faithful who would inherit the promises 
given to them by God. 
 
But this will be a lesson Jesus begins to teach them. He will show these would-be 
disciples that they are children of slavery and not children of freedom and God’s 
promises. 
 

2.) Following Jesus Is Freedom Because He Is One With God 
 
In John 8:34–38, Jesus tells those who would like to follow him that he knows that they 
are Abraham’s descendants. Notice that Jesus says, that they are Abraham’s 
descendants. He doesn’t say that they are Abraham’s children, Abraham’s children of 
faith in God. Instead, Jesus says they are following another father, another leader. And 
because they are not following God, not following his prophet Abraham, they are 
enslaved in their sin. And because of this they have no permanent place with God in 
heaven. Just as those spies who gave a bad report were enslaved to their own fear and 
sin and didn’t inherit God’s promises, so these modern day Israelites were not able to 
enter into God’s greater promises through His Son. 
 
In fact the whole Old Testament is a testimony to the world that we could never have a 
permanent place in God’s family. The Old Testament is filled with, even the most noble 
heroes of faith, those who aren’t able to get past their enslavement to sin. The great 
King David who is described as having a heart for God is described at length as 
sleeping with another man’s wife and then getting the husband killed so he could have 
her for his own. It’s the same David whom God doesn’t allow to build the Temple in 
Jerusalem where God’s presence will reside because David has too much blood guilt on 
this hands. The Old Testament declares to the world that it is enslaved in sin and 
unable to have a permanent place with God in heaven. 
 
But Jesus is the Son of God. He has already a permanent place with his Father. And it 
only through the Son that one can have a permanent relationship with the Heavenly 
Father. The Son of God had to come to Earth to provide permanent peace with God 
because all were enslaved to sin. The descendants of Abraham are deceived. They think 
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they have a permanent place in God’s heart because they have Abraham as an ancestor. 
Jesus will know teach them who their real leader is, who their real father is. 
 

3.) Following Jesus Is Freedom Because He Is One With God And Everything Else 
Is Slavery 

 
In John 8:39–47, the Jews who seek to be Jesus’ disciples say that Abraham is not 
merely their ancestor but he is their father in faith. Jesus says that if they were 
Abrahams children in faith they would do as Abraham did. They would welcome Jesus 
as God’s gift of peace. Instead, they are seeking to kill God’s Son. The Jews seem 
frustrated at Jesus and seek to teach him that they are God’s children, children of 
promise. But Jesus replies that because they don’t cling to every word Jesus teaches, 
they don’t do absolutely everything he asks. The Son comes directly from the Heavenly 
Father. Every word he speaks is truth, not opinion or researched conclusion. Jesus 
speaks what his Father tells him. And those that wish to be his disciples don’t receive it. 
Jesus says, that “if God were your Father, you would love me,” you would receive what I 
am saying. 
 
Instead, Jesus says that they are enslaved to sin and because of that their real leader, 
their real father is the devil. Just like the devil, they will seek to kill him. They lie and 
do not seek the truth. They belong to the devil and not to God. Imagine the shock to 
their conscience! Telling themselves and telling others around them that they were 
children of God, children of faith like Abraham, convincing themselves and others that 
they were righteous and at peace with heaven. Lying to themselves and supporting the 
lies of others that they did not need a Saviour because they already belonged to God’s 
family. 
 
Subconsciously they would have seen the truth, they would have known as Adam and 
Eve did in the Garden that they were separated from God. But instead of looking at the 
truth they lied. They covered up their sin by clinging to symbols of righteousness. They 
called themselves children of Abraham, because Abraham was a symbol of a right 
relationship with God. They desired to follow the Messiah, because the Messiah was the 
symbol of a blessed kingdom. They covered themselves with symbols of righteousness 
and although it helped them lie to themselves, Jesus exposed the truth. To cling to 
symbols is to hide sin. To cling humbly to the Son of God was freedom and peace with 
God. 
 
IV. Application 
 
What is our application for today? 
 

1.) Only Jesus Can Set Us Free 
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We are free in Jesus. We can walk with God’s Holy Spirit. We are joined together with 
Jesus. We are one with God: Father, Son and Spirit. We can share the love of Jesus in us 
to others. God said to us through Paul that the “Spirit of God…does not make us timid, 
but gives us power, love and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7). Throughout this lockdown 
I have heard from others in the community that families are fragile. People are feeling 
down and they are anxious to get out of lockdown. Our fears of the future and our 
frustrations with the isolation can cause us to look to others for comfort. But when we 
do look to others, we tend the see the same fear and frustration we see in ourselves. 
 
With all of the suffering around us, what do we do? We walk in our freedom in Jesus. 
We trust that we are safe and that he will guide our days. We trust that he will give us 
his power and righteousness so that others will see a glimpse of heaven’s power in us. 
 
I know we are tired. Sometimes, I’m surprised how tired I feel. I’m thankful to be living 
in a great town, in a comfortable home and in a great country. I’m thankful that God 
brought us to fellowship with such a rich community of faithful followers of Jesus. But 
the fear I see around me tempts me to look for some other saviour besides Jesus. When 
I am tempted to follow another, I will become enslaved to sin and a follower of evil. 
 
But if we discipline ourselves to draw on the life of Jesus in us we will be free. Free for 
what? Free to love. Free to express joy. Free to serve those around us who are fearful. 
Brothers and sisters don’t be tempted to despair like others who don’t know Jesus. 
Instead continue to discipline yourselves to walk in Jesus and know that he will call us 
to reach out into our community.  
 
We will be free to greet people with an authentic smile. We will be free to ask how 
people are doing when we see them in the community. We will be free to ask if we can 
pray for others if we see that they have a need. We are free and we need to separate 
ourselves from the community. We don’t have to feel fear and anxiety. We don’t have to 
find someone to blame for our situation. Instead, we can serve and show our freedom 
in Jesus Christ.  
 
We are a community of freedom already! We have brothers and sisters in Jesus serving 
our church family online. We have many others reaching out and calling church family 
to see if they are okay. I know there are many more stories that could be told if we all 
could share what Jesus was doing in our lives under lockdown. All of these stories 
would point to the fact that we are free. Continue to walk with Jesus. Continue to 
discipline yourselves to be filled with the Spirit so you can know your union with God. 
Be free to serve as Jesus leads you and may God receive the glory He deserves. 
 
V. Conclusion 
 
1.) Only Jesus Can Set Us Free 


