
 

Virtual Service Sunday 14 November 2021 

Welcome and Call to Worship                     (Jim Milmine) 

“Welcome to yet another ‘on-line’ service. Although we are experiencing troublesome times here and 
around the world, our God is faithful and in Him we can experience His rest, healing and peace.  

David reminds us to bless (praise) the Lord in Psalm 103. 

‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 

Who forgives all your iniquities 

and heals all your diseases 

Who redeems your life from destruction 

and crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies 

Who satisfies your mouth with good things 

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.’ 

 
Jesus, in Matthew 11, invites us to, 

‘Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’ 

And so, on this Lord's Day, we come—worshipfully and expectantly.    Amen!” 

 

Song: Shout to the Lord                                           (Christina Persico) 

“My name is Christina, I am 32 and I moved to Milford from New Plymouth in July. I am a journalist, 
cricket fan and cat lover. Nala, my black rescue cat, says hello too. 

I grew up in a Christian home, but it was also dysfunctional. But I have maintained my faith from a 
young age, which to me points to God as being real. If it was not, I would likely have turned my back 
on Christianity. 

This song, ‘Shout to the Lord’, first became popular when I was very young – about five or six years 
old (and before Hillsong became the mega church it is now). It was sung to death in those days (haha) 
but it is one of my early memories, in assembly at the Christian school I attended, singing the 
national anthem and this song.  



To me, it points me back to my childhood faith untainted by other issues, and to God and this song 
always existing somewhere. 

Nice to meet you all.”  

Shout to the Lord    

Shout to the Lord    
(With Lyrics) 

 

Prayer                                                      (Rosemary Cavander) 

“O Lord our heavenly Father we come to You today, the first day of a new week, and one of the first groups 
of Christians from around the globe, to sing praises to You as we worship again from our own residences. 
Enable us to read or listen to Your Word with spiritual wisdom and understanding. As we listen to the 
recorded songs and hymns may those praises fill us with joy and uplifted hearts, and give us an 
understanding of the words from the gospel of John that our Pastor continues to teach us in his sermon. 

Join us O God, we humbly ask, as we come into Your throne of grace to worship you in spirit and in truth, 
alone or with a few others. 

Before we come into worshipping You, Almighty God, we confess our shortcomings in this past week – in 
lockdown we have had to face different circumstances – some changes have been easy, but other rules 
have been hard to follow. Forgive us that we have been hasty in blaming others, we have been impatient 
and frustrated at some of the outcomes our county’s leaders have had to bring to us as they try to stem the 
wave of Covid 19 cases infecting our people. But Lord God we have also been hasty to make  decisions for 
ourselves without consulting You in prayer. We have found it hard to consider others needs while being 
anxious about our own. We thank You that You are such a loving and forgiving Father who wants the very 
best for Your children. Thankfully, we’re not left with willpower alone to meet the need. We can ask the 
Holy Spirit to give us love to replace our indifference, joy to counter sadness, peace to replace our 
anxiety, patience to push out our impulsiveness, kindness to care about others, goodness to see their 
needs, faithfulness to keep our promises, gentleness instead of harshness, and self-control to lift us beyond 
self-centredness (Galatians 5:22, 23). Holy Spirit, fill us with power to do what needs to be done, we pray. 

Lord God we are aware that some of our Church friends are suffering – through sickness, recovery from 
hospital stays, feeling lonely, unable to see their friends and family, and nervous about going into public 
places as the Covid restrictions are gradually lifted, and a few have had to face the death of a loved one, 
mostly being unable to feel the sense of support from those who could not attend the small numbered 
funerals. May they all sense a closeness and love of our ever loving Father God in heaven, and be 
comforted by the presence of your Holy Spirit. 

But we are filled with a sense of joy when we hear reports of answered prayers – a house being sold, a 
long-awaited appointment being made at the hospital, and the medication that our loved ones are taking 
to sustain them through ongoing pain and illnesses – loved ones coping with radio and chemo treatments. 
At this time we do pray for hospices and medical staff, as they adjust to the new End of Life law that has 

http://www.viewpure.com/5_aIauL2xKA?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/y78aKBa917I?start=0&end=0


come into being this past week. We pray that families will always be able to receive palliative care for their 
loved ones whose earthly lives are nearing their end. 

We thank You for our Leadership team – we ask that You guide them into making the right decisions when 
any restrictions are made for the Auckland area. 

Lord God, You are the Light of the world, and we can shine for You ‘in our small corners.’ May Your love 
extend through us, to one another, to our families, our neighbours, and friends.  

Prayer for Offerings – thank You Lord, that You have given us so much – You give us continuously - 
salvation, comfort, encouragement, breath, life, a hope to be with You in heaven when You call us home, 
and so many more blessings. We are indebted to You Father God, and we want to give back to you with 
gratitude and joy, our financial offerings so that Your Kingdom will be furthered in our communities and 
world-wide that brings opportunities for many to know Your saving grace, Your love, Your fellowship and 
Your promise of eternal life with You, through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We pray in Jesus’ Name 
and for His sake. Amen!” 

 

Song: Living Lord                                               (David Speary) 

“This was first sung, I think, at the Ecumenical Youth Conference in Hamilton in January 1966 and 
almost became our anthem. I managed to attend because my ship taking me to England on my ‘OE’ 
was delayed two weeks. 200 Kiwi adults sleeping on school floors across the city.” 

Living Lord 

 

Testimony                                      (Patsy Stringer) 

“My name is Patsy Stringer. When Pastor Brian asked me to write my testimony my first thoughts 
were: what could I say that would be of any interest to the reader. After considerable thought and 
anguish, I settled on the theme of connectedness and how, over the years, I have consciously opened 
up to connecting with God. My testimony is about how I take time to create opportunities to hear His 
word, draw Him into my daily conversations and actively pursue the plans He has for me in an 
attempt serve Him better. 

I want to take a moment to share how in recent times I have actively pursued opportunities to hear 
His word. Towards the end of last year I joined the Women’s Bible Study group. I met and heard the 
stories of women whose lives pivoted around serving God. We collectively shared and learnt about 
the power of God’s word in our daily lives. If I had to highlight one lesson, among many, gained from 
these meetings, it was about the importance of letting go of my ingrained ways of thinking and 
letting God in. For example, deciding on what to do when solving a problem used to surmount to 
analysing and determining the best course of action given the situation. There always seemed to be 
an element of control in the problem-solving exercise. Something I learnt through our conversations 
was letting God in and then taking a further step and letting go of the control measures I used to 
solve problems. Letting go is one way I have learnt to let God in my life and it does seem to make life 

http://www.viewpure.com/QA_g98O42Q4?start=0&end=0


that much easier. Another portal that provides me with an opportunity to hear not only what God has 
to say but, also, apply his word in practice are the sermons I hear on Sundays. When I hear the 
sermons, I listen to learn. Opening up to learning is another means of connecting with God whose 
word resonates and touches my life because I am open to the messages He delivers through others. 

COVID 19 has created levels of complexity in terms of how we act. We have had to consider new 
ways of living. I wear a mask when I go shopping. I wash my hands frequently. Workwise I connect 
through zoom calls, face chat, emails and everything else technological. The current lockdown has, as 
one of my students commented, meant we have all experienced “mental health hits.” In the midst of 
this, I asked myself how do I draw God into my daily conversations and cope. How do I build capacity 
to cope with shifts of environmental dimensions currently occurring? How do I take a fresh look at 
addressing challenges of uncertainty COVID has presented? Here, my newly acquired habit of letting 
go and seeking / listening to God’s word has helped. Building my capacity to cope in the present 
means making sure God at its centre of everything I do. I have taken the experience of this part of my 
journey to a new context whereby building a greater connection with God is my present task and the 
lessons I am learning are designed to stay with me forever. 

Writing this testimony has meant taking time to honour my connection with God and the impact he 
has had on my life. God has touched and shaped my life in insurmountable ways. His voice has had a 
ripple effect in shaping my destiny. Opening up to a connection with God for me means I never 
consider myself alone or suffer with separateness of any kind. Put simplistically, I know He walks 
with me and is my strength when challenges appear. I make time to talk and honour my connections 
with God because when I do, life appears much easier and natural. I am and always will be connected 
to God.” 

 

Song: Holy and Anointed One                                                             (Clive Rhodes) 

“This was introduced by Andrew, our Worship leader at Belmont Baptist and I would say that due to 
its simplicity and the emphasis on Jesus, coupled with an amazing tune, it became an instant 
favourite. As a worship song it is very hard to stop singing it.” 

Holy and Anointed One 

 

Bible Reading      John 9:13–34                                                       (Jo Lima) 

Listen to the Reading 

913 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made 
the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath.15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had 
received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 

http://www.viewpure.com/bkW_PhFw0zM?start=0&end=0
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021.11.14-Bible-Reading.mp3


17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s 
parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can 
see?” 

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind.21 But how he can see 
now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” 22 His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who 
acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they 
said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” 

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 

27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 
want to become his disciples too?” 

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We 
know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” 

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my 
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his 
will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.” 

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. 

 

Sermon                                                 (Brian Lima) 

 

Sermon – What do you say about Jesus? Video 

Sermon – What do you say about Jesus? Text 

 

Song: Here I Am Lord                                          (Eileen Barclay) 

“A beautifully expressed challenge.” 

Here I Am Lord 

http://www.viewpure.com/pNdrOAGSUwo?start=0&end=0
http://www.viewpure.com/pNdrOAGSUwo?start=0&end=0
https://milfordbaptist.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021.11.14-sermon-What-do-you-have-to-say-about-Jesus.pdf
http://www.viewpure.com/EcxOkht8w7c?start=0&end=0


Benediction                                                       (Brian Lima) 

“Therefore, my brothers and sisters serving together at Milford Baptist Church, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labour is not in 
vain.” 

inspired by 1 Corinthians 15:58 

 

 

 


