
 

Sermon “What do you have to say about Jesus?”  -  Brian D Lima 

John 9:13–34 – Jesus Heals a Blind Man 

(The video presentation of the sermon commences with a series of  street interviews in New York asking 
people about Jesus) 

I. Introduction 

What did you think? Were you surprised about the responses? Do you think people in Milford or on 
the North Shore have similar views? If you were to stop someone on Kitchener Road and ask them 
what they thought about Jesus, what do you think their reply would be? 

Who do you think Jesus is? Why do you think that? Today, we’re going to be looking at the account in 
John 9, where a man who is born blind is healed by Jesus. As far as we know this ailment has 
prevented this man from developing intellectually and socially. He couldn’t read or learn a trade. He 
couldn’t easily relate with others. In fact, the account states that his life was reduced to sitting on the 
ground and begging for support. 

And when he is healed by Jesus, he is confronted by crowds of people and even the religious leaders 
of Israel. Before he was of little importance, but now all levels of society are pressing him to testify 
what had happened. Let’s see how our brother in faith, our brother who is confronted by everyone 
around him, responds when asked about his experience with Jesus. 

II. Context 

Let’s first look at the context of our passage today. In John 9:1–7, Jesus is with his disciples on the 
Sabbath. The disciples notice the man who was born blind, and they wonder what he or his parents 
have done spiritually that has caused this affliction. No doubt this man would have heard all his life 
similar questions. People would have asked him what sin he had committed to have caused him to 
become blind. It’s possible that the man born blind hears Jesus’ response to his disciples. If he did, he 
would have heard Jesus say that the man and his parents hadn’t caused this to happen to him. The 
man might have felt some relief to know he wasn’t to blame! 

But Jesus says that God will glorify His power and authority through the man’s ailment. Jesus makes 
some mud from the ground and puts it on the man’s eyes. Then he tells him to wash in the Pool of 
Siloam, which the man does. The man who was born blind trusts in Jesus and was healed. All his life, 
he was unable to see, but today on the Lord’s Sabbath, he can finally see! 

In John 9:8–9, the people that have known the man all his life see what God has done for him. In 
shock they ask each other, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some said it was, but 
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some others, overwhelmed by the miracle, think he must only be someone who looked like the man 
who was born blind. But our brother in faith speaks for the first time in the account. He says, “I am 
the man” who was born blind and who used to sit and beg from them! Our brother in faith is 
beginning to share his testimony. 

In John 9:10–12, the people who have known this man all his life ask how his eyes were opened. The 
man’s second response is, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told 
me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” No elaboration or 
theologizing, but simple fact of what had happened. Our brother in faith has shared his testimony 
with the community he was brought up in. But now, in our account today, those with authority over 
the nation come to hear from the man what had happened. 

III. Unpack 

There are three questions I want to focus on in this account. 

 1.) “How did you get healed?” 

In John 9:13–16, the crowd bring the man, possibly forcibly, to the Pharisees. Because this healing 
has taken place on Israel’s day of rest, the Sabbath, the Pharisees seek to confirm that this healing is 
not from God. God, in their eyes, does not work on the Sabbath. So the Pharisees must seek a way to 
discredit what has happened to this man who was born blind, but who can now see! 

The Pharisees ask our brother in faith how he had received his sight. Apparently their not rejoicing in 
the fact that he can now see! The man replies as he did before, Jesus “put mud on my eyes…and I 
washed, and now I see.” The man has rightly kept to what has happened and not tried to elaborate by 
inserting his own commentary on the event. Some of the Pharisees simply discount it outright 
because the healing has taken place on the Sabbath. By saying this, the Pharisees are stating that 
Jesus is a sinner, because he is doing something unlawful, something against God’s will. But others 
aren’t so quick to discredit the miracle. They ask the question everyone is thinking, “how can a sinner 
perform such signs?” 

 2.) “What do you have to say about him?” 

In John 9:17, because the Pharisees haven’t convinced the crowds yet that Jesus is a sinner and not to 
be followed, they turn back to the man who can now see. But this time they don’t ask what happened. 
Asking that before didn’t help their argument that Jesus is a sinner. They know that the man who can 
now see will simply state what happened which is, at this stage, irrefutable. No, now they seek to put 
pressure on the man by asking him to make a claim about Jesus. It is possible that they thought the 
man would agree with the Pharisees and call Jesus a sinner. If he didn’t, maybe the Pharisees would 
label him a sinner just as his community had all his life. Surely he was a sinner to have been born 
blind. 

Our brother in faith states simply the truth, Jesus “is a prophet.” Our brother will not let the pressures 
of society or even the religious community force him to state something which is simply untrue. The 
man has been healed. He knows that only one from God could perform a work of God. So as far as this 
man knows, Jesus is a prophet of God. And our brother in faith boldly states what he believes to be 



true. It is more important for him to be true to what he believes than to conform to the error others 
would have him follow. 

 3.) “How is it that he sees?” 

In John 9:18–23, the Pharisees don’t sense a way to discredit Jesus through the testimony of the man 
who can now see. So, they turn to his parents. They ask them if this indeed is their son and “how is it 
that now he can see?” The text says that the parents were afraid of the Pharisees because they, 
“already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of 
the synagogue.” They would be expelled from the religious community and be considered a sinner. So 
they say very little. They acknowledge that the man who was born blind but can now see is there son. 
But they say that they don’t know how he can see. They say, “he is of age; he will speak for himself.” 

The man born blind, considered an outcast and likely a sinner for being born blind, is healed by Jesus. 
And rather than others rejoicing with him, people are afraid to be associated with him. Some in his 
community don’t think it’s really him, but someone who looks like the one born blind. The Pharisees 
arrive and try to discredit what has taken place and call the miracle a sin. His parents disassociate 
themselves from him for fear of being excluded from the religious community. All he has to say, is to 
agree with everyone that Jesus is a sinner. 

 4.) “Give glory to God! We know this man is a sinner.” 

In John 9:24–25, the Pharisees ask him to say just this very thing. Their conclusion about the miracle 
that finally opened his eyes, was that it was all a sin. They say, “Give glory to God by telling the 
truth…We know this man is a sinner.” But our brother of faith, who was marginalized from society at 
birth refuses to finally join them when they offer him an invitation. “Join us,” they seem to be saying. 
“Finally, be a part of us as a full member. You will never be considered a sinner again if you agree 
with us now.” 

But our brother says, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind 
but now I see!” He will stay marginalized because he would rather associate with Jesus, this man of 
God who has the power to heal. He doesn’t claim to know everything, but he does know two things. 
He was blind. Now he can see. Because of this, he will associate himself with this truth and the man 
of God who was able to heal him. 

 5.) “How did he open your eyes?” 

In John 9:26–34, because this man who can now see has decided to associate himself with Jesus and 
not the crowds nor the religious leaders, he reveals a path of wisdom to all. The Pharisees, in 
desperation, ask him again how Jesus healed him and the man begins to teach everyone the path to 
wisdom. He tells the Pharisees that they are asking questions, but not really wanting to learn. They 
are only trying to find a way to discredit what cannot be discredited. A miracle has taken place! 

The Pharisees are angered at the man and they try to justify their contempt of Jesus by saying that 
they are followers of Moses. They think Jesus clearly isn’t because he has healed on the Sabbath, 
which they thought was against the law of Moses. They then try to discredit Jesus, by saying that 
Jesus has no religious credentials in Israel. No one knows where he comes from! And the man who 



was born blind and shunned by those around him, becomes the advocate for wisdom and sight for 
everyone. 

The man begins to teach them according to God’s Word. Regarding the Pharisees not knowing 
anything about Jesus, the man says, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, 
yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person 
who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were 
not from God, he could do nothing.”  

The Pharisees lash out with, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they 
threw him out. They call him a sinner from birth not because he was born blind, but because he gave 
a true testimony about the miracle of gaining his sight and about Jesus. He is called a sinner before 
and a sinner now, but now he can see both physically and spiritually. He has seen Jesus, the man who 
healed him and he knows Jesus is a servant of God. He will hold onto and testify to this truth. 

IV. Application 

What is our application for today? 

 1.) “How did you get healed?” 

What is your testimony? How did Jesus meet you when you were spiritually blind? Jesus opened my 
eyes when I was 24 years old and living in Hawaii. I tried my best to fit into the norms around me. If 
people went to parties for fun, then I thought I had to go. I didn’t want to be thought of as an 
outsider. If people had a low opinion of commitment on relationships then I went along and either 
agreed or said nothing. If people thought that life was about serving yourself, then I tried my best to 
do the same. I fit in as best as I could. 

But when a friend shared the Gospel with me, when they told me that Jesus gives us peace with God, 
my eyes were opened. This was truth that I wanted to follow. I wanted to know about Jesus. I wanted 
to know more about the Bible. I wanted to go to church to hear about Jesus from others who were 
following him. Whereas before I longed to fit in to what others around me were doing. Now, I was 
focused just on Jesus. I wasn’t even focused on my friend who told me about Jesus. I was filled with 
God’s Spirit and wanted to know and follow only Jesus. Why? He opened my eyes to what was true 
not to what was just popular. 

How did you get healed? 

 2.) “What do you have to say about him?” 

Like in the Alpha video at the beginning of the sermon, if someone were to ask you who Jesus was, 
what would you say? Let’s follow the example of our brother in faith, the man who was born blind 
but came to see because of Jesus. Rather than feeling like we can only talk about Jesus if we have a 
better theological understanding of him, maybe we should tell people what we think at the moment. 
God’s Spirit will help us as well when we rely on him to walk with Jesus. 

If you were to ask me who I thought Jesus was when I first believed, I would have said that he gives 
me peace, a relationship with God. That is what I knew about him because that is what I felt 



happened when I heard the Gospel. I didn’t yet know anything about Jesus being both fully man and 
fully God. I didn’t know most of what he had done as described in the Bible. But I didn’t have to know 
all of those things at that moment. All I needed to do, like my brother in faith in today’s account, is to 
testify to the truth of what happened to me. 

What is your testimony? How did Jesus heal you? Who do you say he is? Tell people. Don’t feel like 
you have to answer all their questions. You can’t! All you can do is to share what you know about 
what he has done for you. All you can do is to testify to your story of how you came to know Jesus 
and what you know about him today. Blessings this week as you walk with Jesus. Blessings as you 
testify simply to those around you. 

V. Conclusion 

1.) “How did you get healed?” 

2.) “What do you have to say about Him?” 

 

 


