
  

Virtual service – Sunday 20 February 2022  

WELCOME                              Eileen Barclay  

Good morning and welcome to our Service this morning.  Isn’t it lovely that we have lost the wind and the 
humidity?   If you are visiting us this morning please stay and get to know some of us after the service.  We are 
sorry we still can’t offer you a cup of tea or coffee but we hope it isn’t too long before we can resume this and 
our other activities.    

  
Let us start our Service with Prayer.  Let us pray.  

Dear Lord we thank You that we are able to meet together to worship You, for fellowship and to hear the exposition 
of Your Word.  We ask that all we do will be acceptable to you and that You will Bless Brian as he brings us the 
Message, and that each one of us will hear what You are saying to us, for we ask these things in Jesus Name.  Amen.   
                  

Reading: 1 Chronicles 16:8-15, 23-25  

8 Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name;     
make known among the nations what he has done.  
9 Sing to him, sing praise to him;     tell of all 
his wonderful acts. 10 Glory in his holy name;     let 
the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.  
11 Look to the LORD and his strength;     seek his face always.  
12 Remember the wonders he has done,  
    his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced, 
13 you his servants, the descendants of Israel,     
his chosen ones, the children of Jacob.  
14 He is the LORD our God;     his judgments are in all 
the earth. 15 He remembers[a] his covenant forever,     
the promise he made, for a thousand generations,  
23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth;     proclaim his 
salvation day after day. 24 Declare his glory among 
the nations,     his marvellous deeds among all 
peoples. 25 For great is the LORD and most worthy 
of praise;     he is to be feared above all gods.  
  
 
As we have just read, now let us sing – Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise and we will follow this 
with two other songs of praise.  Let us stand and sing.  
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CHORUSES   Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise  

    All Heavens Declare  

    Ascribe Greatness  

HYMN    Brother, Sister, Let me Serve You  

  

PRAYER                    Stuart Gaze  

PRAISE AND ADORATION  

Loving Creator, we join with the Psalmist to say- o Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You 
have set your glory above the heavens. From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise. We will give 
thanks to the Lord because of his righteousness and sing praise to the name of the Lord. We praise you for you are 
our light, our Saviour, our deliverer and protector.  

THANK YOU, LORD, FOR YOUR UNENDING LOVE CONFESSION  

How patient you are with us Lord, and how hard we find it to put up with the foolishness of others. In humility you 
became one of us, and we keep wanting everything to be about us. You model a life of meekness in service to others 
and we are convinced life is all about power and success. All creation sings of your kindness, while we hurl angry 
words at those we say we care about most.  

Yet rather than being frustrated with us Lord, you continue to forgive us. Clothe us in your love we pray, so that we 
might be more compassionate towards others. Touch us with your grace, so that we might become more gentle 
people. Forgive us Lord for our sinfulness.  

THANK YOU LORD FOR YOUR UNENDING LOVE THANKFULNESS  

We have been taught, Lord to count our blessings, but you have blessed us with so much that counting is almost 
impossible! Thank you Lord for the beauty of the world, for the freedom we have to worship you, for meeting all our 
needs of  shelter, food, clothing, for family, friends and for the fellowship of believers at Milford Baptist .Thank you 
Lord Jesus that you are here with us, thank you that you are our source of all life and goodness, thank you for your 
eternal Word  which gives us direction, teaching and  encouragement, thank you for your death on the cross and 
your resurrection to life over death, thank you that you are exulted in glory. We thank you Lord for answers to prayer 
which we have experienced this past week.  

THANK YOU LORD FOR YOUR UNENDING LOVE REQUESTS  

We pray Lord for the situation in Ukraine, that peace will remain and that no bloodshed will occur. Cause President 
Putin to relinquish his desire for invasion and give wisdom to the leaders of Ukraine, the European countries and the 
USA, we pray.  

We ask for a resolution of the protest in Wellington, give wisdom to the Government and the police, so that the 
standoff can be resolved without injury or harm. We pray for harmony between all races in our county.  

We pray for our Pastor Brian and for Jo, that they will be refreshed and inspired as they return to service here. We ask 
for your blessing on all in our church who are facing illness, hospitalisation, or bereavement. Heal and encourage we 
pray.  
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Open our minds to the message we will receive today.   

Inspire us Lord to respond in service for you, with enthusiasm and commitment.  

THANK YOU,  LORD FOR YOUR UNENDING LOVE AMEN  

  

HYMN   Dear Lord and Father of Mankind  

  

MISSIONS                      Frank Corin  

As a church, we believe that Jesus' instruction to His disciples to "go into all the world and preach the gospel, 
baptising those who believe, and teaching them all that he had said," is to be obeyed and is a priority.  

In two weeks’ time, we will be entering our period of Prayer and Self Denial, where our emphasis will be on 
Mission and bringing Jesus Christ to the world.  

The Mission Committee has prepared a programme for four weeks, that we want you to feel part of, to enjoy 
and to respond to, in prayer and giving. You will shortly be receiving a letter from the church explaining the 
programme and encouraging your participation.  

We will be starting with the recent news of progress in the ministry of Mercy Ships that we have been involved 
with through Larry Robbins and how we can continue to be part of this healing ministry.  

We look forward to two visiting preachers through the weeks.  

This year there will be information and promotional material of many of the organisations that we are involved 
with, displayed around the church. I trust that we will all learn more and be challenged to be involved.  

This will be an exciting time as we join with those people and organisations that we support, as we hear and 
see how God is extending His kingdom.  

Thank you for your involvement and your prayers as we see God at work.  

  

SONG:   You  raise me up  

    

BIBLE READING:  2 Corinthians 4:1-12, 15-18         Lois Michell  

Present Weakness and Resurrection Life  

4 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced 
secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting 
forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is 
not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light 
shine out of darkness,”[a] made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory 
displayed in the face of Christ.  
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7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We 
are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not  
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ 
sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in 
you.  

13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.”[b] Since we have that same spirit of[c] faith, we also believe and 
therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with 
Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and 
more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.  

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 
day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So 
we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.  

  

SERMON: “Serving the Lord in spite of Difficulties – How will we Fare in 2022?”               Brian Michell  

Read the Sermon  

Audio of the sermon   

  
HYMN:   Take My Life and Let it Be  

  
BENEDICTION   

24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with 
great joy— 25 to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.  

                    (Jude 24-25)  
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