
 
 “Humanity’s Heart”         Brian D Lima 

John 19:1–16a 

 

In our preparation for Easter, where we get a glimpse of our future resurrected life, we have been 

going through a series during Lent on end of Jesus’ ministry. We have been looking at his arrest and 

today his trial before Pilate, the first steps that will eventually lead him to the cross. 

 

The Lenten series has been a bit dark. It is highlighting humanity’s depravity and God’s love. God 

empowers humanity to murder His Son. God shows His unsurpassed love in that He receives violence 

in order that He might provide peace through His Son. So, I apologize if it appears that I’m going out 

of my way to focus on these very troubling events. I don’t believe the intent of these passages is to 

destroy us under a weight of guilt or shame. Rather, it’s meant that we might give glory and honour 

to God alone. 

 

The Lenten season is also a time for us to sacrifice for our brothers and sisters serving overseas. This 

is a time where we encourage each other to partner with these important ministries by sharing the 

resources they don’t have. It’s a time for us to look at the sacrifice and suffering of Jesus and to 

realize that he calls us to follow him today through a similar walk in the world. We are called to 

humbly walk with him, as the Spirit calls, through suffering so that others might be blessed.  

 

So, today, let’s remember to notice two features of today’s passage. First, let’s be reminded of our 

nature apart from God. Without him, we are capable of great evil. But secondly, let’s see how Jesus is 

calling us today to walk with him through suffering in order that others might be blessed. 

 

First, we have to remember the context of today’s account. We have to remember that Jesus’ life, his 

ministry was a constant source of frustration to the religious leaders of Israel. They tried to trip him 

up with issues of the law of Moses. They sent lawyers to harass him. But eventually there came a time 

when they could no longer bear the success Jesus’ ministry was having on the people of Israel. In 

John’s gospel, after Jesus had just raised Lazarus from the dead, instead of praise for God and 

repentance, the religious leaders plan to have the Roman government act as their weapon to destroy 

Jesus. 

 



After the resurrection of Lazarus, the chief priests, Pharisees and the Sanhedrin meet and express 

their frustration. They say, “What are we accomplishing? Here is this man performing many signs. If 

we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him” (John 11:47–48). Then Caiaphas, the high 

priest that year, brought focus to their discussions. He said to them, “You do not realize that it is 

better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” Caiaphas has given 

the gathering a goal. Find a way to kill Jesus. 

 

In the first part of today’s passage, John 19:1–6, we see the culmination of frustration that the 

religious leaders of Israel felt against the Son of God. They had tried to intimidate Jesus verbally. 

They had orchestrated false testimonies about him. They had him arrested. All their efforts were 

useless in preventing Jesus from displaying his Father’s glory and extending His kingdom. Multitudes 

continued to leave the powerless service of the Pharisees and Sadducees to follow the real power 

and truth of Jesus. Now, the religious leaders will push to have Jesus murdered. 

 

But it isn’t only the religious leaders that have had enough of Jesus’ teachings about himself and his 

Father. The soldiers who have arrested him feel empowered to torment Jesus as well. They take the 

time to twist together a crown of thorns which they put on his head. They mockingly clothe him in a 

robe of royal purple. The mockingly call out to Jesus, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And then they strike 

him. Perhaps the truth which Jesus proclaimed was a truth that all felt in their hearts. It was a truth 

that rightfully tormented them as it revealed their sin. Now seeing Jesus, without power to oppose 

them, they finally do what they wished they could have done before. The retaliate against the light of 

the truth in order to extinguish it. 

 

The soldiers mock and strike Jesus, but Pilate seems unsure he wants to get involved. Pilate says that 

he finds no basis for a charge against Jesus. He brings Jesus out for the crowds to see and says, “Here 

is your man.” It’s possible that Pilate feels that some poor innocent Jew, some poor insignificant 

person is being persecuted unfairly and Pilate bristles against the idea that his office is being used for 

unlawful purposes. This is not to say that Pilate believes in Jesus, but that he isn’t about to be used by 

the crowds, to be forced to carry out their dirty work. 

 

The chief priests and officials won’t be dissuaded. They have failed to get rid of the light in Jesus 

themselves and so they are calling on the strongest earthly force at their disposal; the military might 

of the Roman Empire. They demand, as subjects of Rome, that Jesus be crucified. Pilate balks and 

tells the religious leaders to crucify Jesus themselves. He tells them that if they have a personal 

grudge against this man, they should settle the issue themselves. 

 

In John 19:7–12, the Jewish leaders appeal to Pilate that this issue, this Jew named Jesus, was no 

ordinary citizen. Jesus, they said, was claiming to be the Son of God, the creator of the world. Because 



Jesus was claiming to be not only their Lord, but the Lord over all, he had to be killed as dictated by 

law. This changes how Pilate will respond. Now he is worried about political unrest in Israel and not 

just some smaller local religious matter. Does this Jesus have a following? Am I looking at a religious-

political struggle between the current leaders in Israel and a new faction that is gaining in favour 

with the people? 

 

Whatever questions he has about Jesus, he needs to find out more. He approaches Jesus and 

questions him. But Jesus doesn’t reply. Why? Because Jesus is right where he is supposed to be. The 

Father has willingly placed him there. Jesus is not seeking a way out. Pilate is amazed at this. He says, 

“Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” Whoever Jesus is, Pilate must 

wonder, doesn’t he respect my power and authority to do what I want? 

 

But Pilate doesn’t have power. He is given power by God. Paul explained a bit of this truth in his 

letter to the churches in Rome. He said, “let everyone by subject to the governing authorities, for 

there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God” (Romans 13:1). Jesus reveals this same truth saying, “you would have no power 

over me if it were not given to you from above.” 

 

What is God doing here? Why has God given humanity the power to carry out their sinful desires? By 

giving humanity power, God illuminates what lies within the heart of humanity. The evil which hides 

in the dark has been given the power to come out into the light. Humanity is given a chance to see, to 

live out their hatred for God and His Son. But God has also revealed to humanity that the Son 

willingly has chosen to receive their sin and then forgive it completely on the cross. God is in control. 

Jesus is resting in his Father’s will. Humanity thinks it is in control, thinks it has power to change their 

destinies. Yet, in the end, it is always the Father carrying out His faithfulness to serve His rebellious 

children so that they might be restored. 

 

And finally, in John 19:13–16, the Scriptures show again that God is in control of history. All of these 

events, the betrayal by Judas, the arrest by the religious authorities, and now the trial for his 

crucifixion are all taking place on the Day of Preparation for the Passover. The day when the 

Israelites were told to prepare a lamb as a sacrifice, to put the blood of a lamb on the sides and tops 

of the doorframes of the houses as a sign of those families who would escape God’s judgment and 

instead by lead into freedom from slavery and into their own inheritance. Jesus is the Passover lamb 

being prepared for slaughter so that his life would protect his followers from judgment and instead 

reward them with eternal life and an inheritance in heaven. 

 

Pilate, in this account, seems very nervous not to get involved and instead presents Jesus to the 

religious leaders again. Instead of saying, “here is the man” as he did before, now he says, “here is 



your king.” God’s word doesn’t seem clear on why he says this. Certainly Pilate doesn’t recognize Jesus 

as the Son of God, the Lord of all nations. Certainly he would have fallen down at his feet if that were 

so. But Pilate does seem to recognize the value of Jesus. Possibly seeing Jesus as a much better 

example of leadership than the blood-thirsty religious leaders before him. Maybe Pilate is making a 

judgment on the appropriateness of Jesus as the leader or king over Israel. But when he presents 

Jesus as the king of Israel the crowds call for his death by crucifixion. 

 

Pilate says, “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief priests, the shepherds over Israel reply, “We have no 

king but Caesar.” The truth has been revealed. God has given the chief priests the power to carry out 

their desire just as He had given power to Judas to betray His Son. God is not the king over Israel. 

Caesar is the king. But ultimately even Caesar isn’t their king, because Caesar himself is a follower of 

the world of fleshly humanity. The king over the world that seeks to live out their sinful desires is the 

devil. The chief priests have acknowledged that they are children of the devil. And Pilate hands Jesus 

over to them. 

 

This is not an account which seeks to label the religious leaders as the only ones in humanity that 

were evil. Instead, this account illustrates the world of humanity: aggressors, passive followers, 

fearful submitters to evil. The heart of all of humanity is in display in this account. But not just the 

heart of humanity, the heart of God as well. In fact, that is what is primary. It is God who brings the 

truth to light. Why? Because he wants to show His love, His willingness to suffer in order that He 

might save and restore. What is His goal in this account? John saw of vision of God’s goal. He said, “I 

saw a new heaven and a new earth…I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 

them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe 

every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 

order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:1–4). To get to that goal, God gives power to fleshly 

humanity and what do they do with this power, they eagerly seek to kill God’s Son. 

 

What is our application for today? 

 

God has made us to be in relationship with Him. His intention was that we would identify ourselves 

as His children and to act in such a way that we look more like Him. His desire is to give us power to 

glory Him and His kingdom. Being apart from Him, is our downfall and the destruction of those 

around us. By ourselves, trusting in ourselves, we will either aggressively resist good or passively 

allow evil to happen. When we are passive to evil we are followers of it. Jesus said, “Whoever is not 

with me, is against me.” God sent His Son that we would be restored to Him as children of light. 

 



Therefore, let us hear the call to submit to God’s will and to trust in His power as we ought. Some of 

us remain angry with others and will not forgive. Because of this, they will not bless those who have 

hurt them in the past. Certainly, we are called, as children of God in Jesus, to forgive or to appeal to 

our brothers and sisters to be restored to one another. Some of us aren’t following God’ call and 

remain aggressive to others or passive if the one they hate is in danger or need. If we find we can no 

longer speak to someone, we find we are no longer walking with the Lord. We were meant to walk 

with God and rely on His power so that we might serve all, so that we might teach, rebuke, correction 

or encourage. Following the Spirit of Jesus means that we will always serve each other. 

 

We all struggle with being judgmental of others. We struggle with the desire to look down at others 

who are different than us and who don’t value the same things we do. We look down and sneer. We 

say as the Pharisee did in prayer to God, “I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers.” We struggle with a real desire to afflict others, so that others might taste our 

wrath, our anger at how their behaviour has offended us. This attitude doesn’t come from God, but 

from our flesh and its desire to destroy. 

 

We all struggle with pride. Like the religious leaders who were incensed by Jesus’ power and 

authority from God. It was power and authority that they craved for but were not given. They weren’t 

given it by God because their motives were wrong. Our pride causes us to wound those around us. We 

may sing songs of praise to God, but then struggle when someone does give us the respect, we think 

we deserve. We demand from others submission and deference. All of these feelings are not fruit of 

God’s power and authority. They are not fruit of walking in submission to God and trusting in His 

guidance by the Spirit He has given. They are the same fruit of humanity in opposition to God. 

 

Brothers and sisters, we were made, it was meant to be natural for us to walk with God.  

We were made to be His children, and His alone.  

We were made to be filled with His Spirit, and be guided by His wisdom.  

We were made to look like Him, to show the world God’s love even when others would want to 

destroy you because you advocate God’s righteous kingdom.  

 

Let us turn away from using the power God gives us to do what we want.  

Let us use every ounce of power that God gives, every skill in submission to His will under the 

guidance of His Spirit.  

Let us follow Him through the life and words of His true Son, no longer trusting in our flesh which 

brings death, but trusting in His Spirit which brings glory. 


