
 

Virtual Service Sunday, 24 April 2022 

Welcome          Larry Robbins 

We welcome you here today, and in your homes if you are participating in the service virtually. May 
something that is read, sung or prayed be very meaningful to you today and sustain you in the 
coming week. 

Call to worship 

Our Call to Worship today consists of 2 choruses and a modern hymn. As we gather may the Spirit of 
God indeed work within us, for the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. Let us reflect on these 
thoughts and of our loving Lord as we sing.  

As we Gather May your Spirit work within us/The Steadfast Love of the Lord never Ceases 
Lord Jesus Christ (Loving Lord) 

 

Prayer            Serene Hu 

Our Father in Heaven, 
hallowed be your name 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from the evil one. 
 
Let us read: 
 
1 Chronicles 1:10 
 
Praise be to you, O Lord, 
God of our father Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. 
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power 
and the glory and the majesty and the splendour, 
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for everything in heaven and earth is yours, 
Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; 
you are exalted as head overall. 
Wealth and honour come from you; 
You are the ruler of all things, 
In your hands are strength and power  
to exalt and give strength to all. 
 
Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 
 
O Lord, our Heavenly Father, how lovely it is to be drawn from the outside world into Your Holy presence 
to worship you, to bless you, and to praise you. In your presence is great joy and peace. 
 
Thank you. 
 
We come before you confessing our sins, our acts of disobedience ,our selfishness-lack of charity and love 
of all those who are in need around us. We have constantly sin against you in ignorance and lack of 
awareness of your righteousness and holiness. 
 
Thank you for your great mercy and grace. For the obedience of Jesus Christ to die on the cross to redeem 
us from all our sins. 
 
Thank you Lord for all your blessings in the past week-against COVID infection, from natural disasters -
earthquakes, flooding,  and famine . 
 
For answered prayers: Norma is well and  is back playing the piano for us .That Sue Dickie has returned 
from the South Island and recovering from COVID. That Jo Lima is safely back with us from Australia. 
Thank you for enabling us to enjoy Easter Friday and Sunday services together. 
 
Thank you Lord for the many willing hands who work tirelessly to make MBC function for your glory and 
honour. Thank you for our Pastor, Brian and for the leadership team who seek to work in unity to do your 
will. 
 
Thank you for the leaders of our country who are trying to lead us in coping with COVID and  the many 
challenges in our economy.  AMEN 
 
                     Larry Robbins 
 
Our next hymn is another modern hymn. It was written by Anglican priest Patrick Appleford in the 
second half of the 20th century. Appleford served with distinction for 40 years in a number of parishes 
in England and overseas and died in 2018 at the age of 93. 
 

I the Lord of Sea and Sky 
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Scripture Reading 2 Kings 22:1-11, 23:1-3            Bill Mirams 

22 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. His 
mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. 2 He did what was right in the eyes 
of the LORD and followed completely the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the 
left. 

3 In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah sent the secretary, Shaphan son of Azaliah, the son of 
Meshullam, to the temple of the LORD. He said: 4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and have him get ready 
the money that has been brought into the temple of the LORD, which the doorkeepers have collected from 
the people. 5 Have them entrust it to the men appointed to supervise the work on the temple. And have 
these men pay the workers who repair the temple of the LORD— 6 the carpenters, the builders and the 
masons. Also have them purchase timber and dressed stone to repair the temple. 7 But they need not 
account for the money entrusted to them, because they are honest in their dealings.” 

8 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of 
the LORD.” He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. 9 Then Shaphan the secretary went to the king and reported 
to him: “Your officials have paid out the money that was in the temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to 
the workers and supervisors at the temple.” 10 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the 
priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. 

11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. 

23 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 2 He went up to the temple of 
the Lord with the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests and the prophets—all the 
people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the 
Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the Lord. 3 The king stood by the pillar and renewed the 
covenant in the presence of the Lord—to follow the Lord and keep his commands, statutes and decrees 
with all his heart and all his soul, thus confirming the words of the covenant written in this book. Then all 
the people pledged themselves to the covenant. 
 
                          Larry Robbins 
 
This next hymn was written in the late 16th Century by Martin Luther. Though the phrasing and 
language is of that time, the hymn reminds us that satan is a present, constant and wily foe, but in 
our God we have a mighty fortress to help us to prevail.    
 

A Mighty Fortress is our God 
 

Sermon             The Road to Renewal                                                                                     Brian Michell 

Listen to the Sermon 
(The audio will be posted here after the service) 
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Tomorrow is ANZAC Day. Our day of remembrance.  

Our final hymn uses the tune ‘Po Atarau’ - ‘Now is the Hour’. Originally published as ‘Swiss Cradle 
Song’, the tune was modified to become the tune for Po Atarau. 

A Maori elder who was at Te Aute College in 1915 and 1916 said everyone was singing it there at the 
College because of its appropriate farewell theme during those war years when so many young men 
were embarking for Gallipoli and France. 

We use the tune for our final hymn Search Me Oh God 

 
Benediction          
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